











THESE THREE 
REED BITS 
CUT 17,568 
FEET OF HOLE 


Average bit cost per foot: 
Under 20 cents! 


The three Reed Y-Cobra bits shown at 
left drilled a total of 17,568 feet 

in Clearfield and Indiana counties, 
Pennsylvania in the Homecamp 

and Rossiter fields. 


Bit number one drilled 4,900 feet at 
115 psi air pressure in 149 hours and 
25 minutes (two runs in two wells). 


Bit number two drilled 5,524 feet 
at 85 psi air pressure in 149 hours and 
36 minutes on one continuous run. 


Bit number three drilled 7,144 feet at 
115 psi air pressure in 160 hours 
and 45 minutes in three wells. 


For unequalled performance by 
unequalled bits— 
Specify Reed Y-Cobras! 


Reed Roller Bit Company R's 


MOUNTAIN AN FOR MARTIN DECKER PRODUCTS. 


Houston 1, Texas 


















G&H Can Tow it... 
Anytime, Anywhere 


The Zapata Off-Shore Company’s giant mobile 





unit “Scorpion” .. . currently in the Bahamas 
area drilling one of the most expensive test wells 
ever budgeted in oil industry history . . . was 
towed from Galveston to Cay Sal Bank location 
by G & H Towing Company tug ‘“Grampus.” 

The 3 million dollar, 9 million pound self- 
elevating floating platform ... pioneer of three- 
legged mobile structures in the offshore drilling 
fleet .. . posed no towing problem for thoroughly 
experienced G & H offshore towing crews. This 
1000 mile tow is typical of their superior per- 
formance offshore. 

With more than 35 years’ diversified marine 
experience, G & H Towing Company is equipped 


with one of the most modern diesel tugboat fleets 





afloat . . . manned by licensed, seasoned seamen 





who are working partners in your offshore tow. 





Call the G & H office nearest you for experi- 
enced analysis of your towing requirements .. . 
and prompt, dependable towing of anything that 
floats . . . anytime anywhere. 

DAY OR NIGHT PHONE 


Galveston SO 3-6468 or SO 3-4673 * Houston WA 8-5406 or MI 5-3614 
Corpus Christi TU 4-8791 ¢ New Orleans JA 5-8697 


GALVESTON, 509 Texas Bidg. 
CORPUS CHRISTI * HOUSTON ¢ NEW ORLEANS 
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TOWING COMPAN Y 


FLEET OF MODERN 700 TO 1700 HP TUGBOATS FOR EVERY TOWING REQUIREMENT 


ROUND TRIPS WITH 


CONTINENTAL-EMSCO 
TRAVELING BLOCKS 





mm. 
f 
MA-60-6 | RA-60-5 RA-52-5 RA-44-4 RA-36-4 
eae API Rated 450 Tons API Rated 450 Tons API Rated 350 Tons API Rated 150 Tons 
ons ; : 


y 





Continental-Emsco traveling blocks fall straight and fast; trips are 
This larger MA block 
is designed for deepest 
drilling. 


made faster and safer. Their straight, fast falling characteristics are the 
result of a low center of gravity and free running sheaves. “Slim-lined” 
to give greater operating clearance in the drilling masts, C-E blocks 


are rated according to API specifications. 


Flame hardened, forged steel sheave rims reduce wire line wear. Rims 
can be regrooved thereby extending their service life. Lubrication 


cartridge can be inserted from either side, so complete lubrication can 
Continental-EmscoCrownBlocks be from the most convenient side. 


Continental-Emsco crown blocks are available 
to match the larger sizes of traveling blocks. 
Sheaves and bearings are interchangeable 


<ik dus taualins Ube Gul calle ane C-E blocks match existing hooks and swivels. A wide range of sizes 
according to API specifications. 


makes it possible to equip all rigs from small portable units to those for 


the deepest drilling with C-E traveling blocks. 


For Service that Sings.. Equipment that Hums..Go.. 


CONTINENTAL- EMSCO 


Serving the Oil and Gas Industries 
. Worldwide 


CONTINENTAL-EMSCO COMPANY e A Division of The Youngstown Sheet and Tube Company © General Offices: Dallas, Texas 

Export Division: 45 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y. © Continental-Emsco Company Limited @ General Offices: Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

Continental-Emsco Company C.A., Caracas, Venezuela @ Plants: Los Angeles; Houston, Garland, Texas; St. Albans, Herts, England @ Representatives in All Principal Oil Fields of the World 
ry 
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THIS MONTH OFFSHORE 


New Economy Mobile Unit. . 


Adma Enterprise Hits New Oilfield In Persian Gulf 
Weather Bureau Establishes 100 New Hurricane Stations 
Erection Operations Begun On Offshore —_ Plant... 


Contract Drilling Overseas... 
Concrete Pile Supports. . 


Corrosion Control In Offshore Operations. . 


Part " ne 


Combination Rig Handles Offshore sates Producing and Storage 


Submersible Drill Barge Louisiana. . 


Drilling Isle Nears Completion 
Italy Buys Platform. . 


SHIPYARD 


New Offshore Mud Vessel. 


Sewart Built ESTHER G. Goes to Work a: as Crewboat. 7 
Aluminum Tug For Oilfields Is First To Be Built In U.S... 
Todd Shipyards Completes Largest Combination Barge 


EXPLORATION 


First Offshore Quadruple Oiler Completed 


Hunt Oil Company Completes First 1958 Oil Discovery For Texas 
Consolidated West On Again With 2 Lake Erie Gassers 


DEPARTMENTS AND FEATURES 


Ad Index 


Way Offshore With The Publisher 


Editorial 
This Month Offshore 


Industry Items 


Mobile Units, Tenders, Self- Contained Platforms 


News From The Shipyards... 


Service Personalities In The News 
New Products and Literature In The News. . 


Exploration. ...... 


News and Views of Finance... 
Oil Man’s Calendar 
Patent Story 


Offshore Locations and Completions... 
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Power-Packaged...by 


FOR USE IN VENEZUELA 








Outward bound for South American service . . . this ship and its entire cargo of 
brand-new oilfield crewboats is entirely powered by GM—the letters that spell 
“GREAT” and “MAGNIFICENT” in terms of marine performance. George 
Engine Company made this sale of General Motors diesel power to Tidewater 
Marine Service, Inc. of New Orleans and their Venezuelan operating subsidiary, 
Tidewater Marine Service, C.A. (which operates under the trade name of 
SEMARCA on Lake Maracaibo). Tidewater’s fleet now numbers 45 GM diesel 
powered supply vessels, crewboats and tugs... all designed and powered for top 
notch marine service. 
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—George Eng 


MARINE - OILFIELD - INDUSTRIAL 


HARVEY, LOUISIANA © Fittmore 1-5641 DIESEL 
POWER 
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How we can 


HELP YOU 


With your food and 
housekeeping problems 


LESS ADMINISTRATIVE “HEADACHES” 


We assume full responsibility, relieving you of 
details such as: 


e Hiring @ Purchasing 
e@ Supervision @ Quality and Cost 
e@ Operation Control 


e Labor Relations e@ Accounting 


LOWER COSTS 


Our experience enables us to tailor services to 
your particular operation, cut waste, get the 
most for your money through our controlled 
purchasing system. 


BETTER SERVICE 


Providing good service is our business. We 
are already ——s more than eight million 
meals per year to industrial workers. Our ex- 
perience is your best guarantee of satisfaction. 


BETTER EMPLOYEE MORALE 
You get greater working efficiency among em- 
ployees who are well-fed. Good food, well- 
prepared and served, is the key to good 
morale among your employees. 


For contract feeding and house- 
keeping on marine drilling rigs, 
quarterboats and in oilfield camps, 
write, wire or call for our proposal. 


UNIVERSAL SERVICES 


OF TEXAS, INC. 


Offshore Feeding Contractors 
P. O. Box 705 


Phone 5018 Morgan City, La. 
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Tie up with confidence oe 
Tow with | eo 


Crescent 







Yours for the asking—skilled hands, 
modern tugs with speed and power to spare— 
the Crescent Fleet, known for 
efficiency everywhere. 


Be sure and call 







Pater. SS 
oe 


Crescent. 


Om Fire 


mk: 1 Ce — a 
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Crescent Towing & Salvage Co, Inc. 


625 Hibernia Bldg., New Orleans 12 e@ FOrest 6-1521 
FIRST IN TOWING THROUGHOUT THE GULF, CARIBBEAN AND SOUTH AMERICAN WATERS 





JULY, 1958 















No matter what your particular requirements for down- 
hole tools—for the most complete line of Stabilizers, 
Reamers, Scrapers, Hole Enlargers or Underreamers— 
Grant is ready with the size and type you need. 


Grant maintains the largest and most complete tool 
stocks throughout active oil territory, available day or 
night. That’s why it’s easy for you to have the tools you 
want—when you want them. Specify Grant! 


(5 RANT 


OIL TOOL COMPANY 


Main Office and Plant: 
2042 EAST VERNON AVENUE, LOS ANGELES 58, CALIFORNIA 


GRANT DRILBLADE STABILIZER Bi 
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Way offshore .. . 


With the Publisher 


ELL, we’ve kicked off a 

companion publication, Pet- 
rochemical Industry. And like the 
rhyme that goes, “When I was a 
little boy so high, I fell in the slop 
jar up to my eye... ” we're im- 
mersed a bit past that in plain old 
pants-dragging work! 

But it’s a fascinating business. 
For if you’re a chemist, you can 
add a little of this and a little of 
that, do some “cracking’”—and your 
frozen daquirris will come out better 
every time. 


We're also involved in another 
important project—building fence. 
With the help of a couple of col- 
lege football players, and a water 
(?) jug and a handy shade tree, 
we’re about to get the fence in good 
shape around the pasture in back of 
our office. We’ve been promising the 
kids for a long time that we’d do it, 
and bring in some saddle-ponies, 
and we’re pleased that it’s under- 
way. If our energy holds out, we 
plan to add three or four golf 
greens, just to have a place to walk 
around and think. 


A lot of people seem astonished 
at the idea of a “pasture” and a 
“garden” in connection with an of- 
fice. But since our office is in the 
country, we try to act like country 
folks. We made one big mistake, 
however. We launched our garden 
at about the same time we started 
work on Petrochemical Industry. 
Since the latter assumed priority, 
we now have one of the prettiest 
weed patches in any garden in the 
country! 

But one thing we did hoe out was 
the watermelon rows. So along 
about July 15, if any of you happen 
to be driving past, just drop in and 
we'll see if we can’t pull some cold 
watermelon out of the refrigerator. 
If you’re not in this neck of the 
woods... 

Well, we'll be writing at you next 
month! 


Long John Latham 


JULY, 1958 
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FOR ALL 

HIGH PRESSURE PUMPING—. 
GET MacCLATCHIE 

VALVE PERFORMANCE! 


How do you measure pump valve performance? 


By working pressures? In the high pressure 
range, nothing can touch the MacClatchie H.P. 
Valve for the day-in, day-out grind of modern 
drilling work ... proven by tests!* 


By volume handled? Smooth response to volume 
changes and un-restricted fluid flow even with 
lost circulation materials are built-in, engineered 
features of all MacClatchie H.P. Valves. 


By replacement costs? MacClatchie H.P. Valves 
comprise just three simple parts— body, replace- 
able insert and seat. (No plates, springs or lock 
washers.) Valve cap is used over and over again— 
only the body and insert need be replaced. You 
save maintenance, down time and inventory costs 
with MacClatchie. 


By any standards, buy MacClatchie— 
Made in all popular slush pump sizes 


























*Results of tests conducted by major 
pump manufacturer furnished on request. 


MacCLATCHIE 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
A Subsidiary of Grant Oil Tool Company 
2120 NORTH ALAMEDA, COMPTON, CALIFORNIA 





IMMENSOD) 





| CALIFORNIA - WYOMING - FOUR CORNERS - KANSAS - LOUISIANA - TEXAS - NEW MEXICO - OKLAHOMA - NEW YORK 
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INTERNATIONAL PAINTS ARE 
UNIFORM ...THE SAME HIGH 
QUALITY EVERYTIME YOU USE THEM 


mest, BBA TE we 





Send for a complimentary 
copy of our recently revised 
booklet ‘‘The Painting of 
Ships.” It is an outline of the 
latest approved practices in 
all marine maintenance. 


International Paint Company, Inc. 


Offices: 
New York 6, N. Y., 21 West St., Phone: WHitehall 3-1188 
New Orleans 15, La., 628 Pleasant St., Phone: TWinbrook 1-4435 
So. San Francisco, Cal., So. Linden Ave., Phone: PLaza 6-1440 
Gulf Stocks at: 
SAN ANTONIO MACHINE & SUPPLY CO. MARINE & PETROLEUM SUPPLY CO. 
Harlingen, Texas. . Phone: GArfield 3-5330 Orange, Texas. . .Phone: 8-4323—8-4324 
SAN ANTONIO MACHINE & SUPPLY CO. RIO FUEL & SUPPLY CO., INC. 
Corpus Christi, Texas... .. Phone: 2-6591 Morgan City, Lovisiana, Phone: 5033—3811 








TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CO. 
Houston, Texas. . . .Phone: WAlinut 6-1771 


TEXAS MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CO. 
Galveston, Texas........Phone: 5-831! 


BERT LOWE SUPPLY CO. 
Tampa, Florida------- Phone: 2-4278 
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ROSS-WADICK SUPPLY COMPANY 
Harvey, Louisiana, Phone: Fillmore 1-3433 


MOBILE SHIP CHANDLERY CO. * 
Mobile, Alabama. .Phone: HEmlock 2-8583 


VOORHIES SUPPLY COMPANY 
New Iberia, Louisiana Phone EM 4-2431 





Alexandria Indictment .. . 


Fallacy and Expensive Folly 


It is regrettable that numerous government lawyers 
and the legal staffs of 29 oil companies should be tied 
up for years fighting a fruitless battle destined to end in 
dismissal for lack of evidence, (actually no evidence 
at all). 


The Justice Department will spend millions of dollars 
trying to prove that the oil companies, indicted by the 
Alexandria, Virginia, federal grand jury, got together 
and conspired to raise the price of crude oil and gasoline 
in late 1956 and early 1957. 

The continuous fluctuation of crude and gasoline prices 
seems to contradict this contention. Prices went up during 
the Suez crisis then started slipping back down and have 
continued along the downward trend ever since. It would 
seem that the 29 “big-bad oil companies” could surely 
conspire better than this, if such had been the case. 

It is the duty of a grand jury to hear the prosecution 
side of a case, examine the evidence and decide if there 
is enough evidence to justify an indictment. It is the 
grand jury’s duty to safe guard the public interest. But 
this responsibility to the public includes the defendants 
who are innocent until proven guilty. 

One often hears and occasionally speaks of “Big 
Government,” a “Big Oil Company” and “Big Business” 
as single entities. We often read and hear of “government 
interference,” and “government encroachment,’ and 
also of the “big oil companies” or “big steel companies” 
strangle hold on the nation’s economy or their disregard 
for the public interest. 

When actually the public is big business and at the 
same time the public is big government too. It is in- 
dividual votes cast by millions of stock holders and 
citizens that decide the policies of our country’s large 
corporations as well as our country’s government. 


Thus the long drawn out court battle will be paid for, 
not by “Big Oil Companies” and “Big Government” but 
by little stock holders and little tax payers. 

The grand jury in Alexandria should have considered 
this, along with the tremendous amount of damage such 
accusations do to a defendant’s reputation and com- 
munity standing, even though they are never proven, 
before bringing forth their nebulous indictment. 

Daily papers tell of the various gasoline price-wars 
in the major cities throughout the nation. In the oil 
producing areas, newspapers carry the constant fluctu- 
ations of posted prices for crude oil. Prices that fluctuate 
according to producing area, grade of oil and the de- 
mand for that oil. 

One need only to pick up a daily newspaper to see 
the fallacy and folly of the Alexandria indictment. 


The Editor 


OFFSHORE 








THESE FEATURES ASSURE YOU 
TOP RADAR PERFORMANCE 


@ 12, 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 mile ranges 
@ Sharp, accurate 10” scope picture 
@ Minimum range 30 yards 


@ 3-way indicator mounting —bulkhead, 
shelf, overhead. 


@ Highest quality, lowest cost. 
RAYTHEON HAS MANUFACTURED 


MORE THAN 25,000 
MARINE RADAR SYSTEMS 


IMPORTANT NEW FEATURE 
FOR RAYTHEON MODEL 1500 RADAR 
COSTS ONLY $125" 


Now, twice as much detail on the big 10” screen of your Model 1500, 
Mariners Pathfinder® radar. A flick of a switch brings your 1 mile 
presentation to 14 mile range—shows the clear, sharp, bright details 
twice as big—gives you the equivalent of a 20-inch radar screen! 
Buoys, channel markers, inlets, other vessels, terrain features all 
show with amazing clarity and accuracy. 


The 1/2 mile range can be added to your 
present Raytheon Model 1500 radar for 
only $125 plus nominal installation 
charge. It is also available as an optional 
extra on new production models. Excellence in Electronics 


RAYTHEON MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Commercial Equipment Division, Marine Products Dept. 
Walitham 54, Mass. 


*Plus nominal installation costs 


OFFICES: Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Cleveland, Galveston, Los Angeles, 
New Orleans, New York, Norfolk, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle. 








BIG AS THE BIGGEST 


yet Kermac 47 was only a two-section job for 


AMERICAN BRIDGE 





Construction of this high, wide and heavy structure 
proves our Orange Ways can easily handle any 
size and type of off-shore drilling barge. 


The strange-looking mass of steel 
above is not something from Mars. It’s 
from Texas... from our Marine Yards 
at Orange, where our 120’-wide Ways 
are large enough to handle a big job 
like the Kermac 47 in just two sec- 
tions. 

Kermac 47 is 242’ long x 202’ wide 
x 100’ high and contains nearly 8 mil- 
lion pounds of steel. The lower hull 
members are 14’-6” in diameter. The 
corner supports are almost big enough 
to run a two-lane highway through, 


being 22’ in diameter for the lower 
65’. The large vertical tubes stabilize 
the barge during raising and lowering, 
while the horizorital tubes provide 
buoyancy as the unit is towed to loca- 
tion. Flooding settles the barge firmly 
to the ocean floor. Kermac 47 can 
operate in water up to 70’ deep. 

If you would like to know about our 
Orange facilities and our ability to 
build any type of off-shore drilling 
equipment, an inquiry will bring fur- 
ther details. 


American Bridge 


Division of 











™ 


TWIN 


of the world’s largest 
ocean-going drilling barge. 


American Bridge is proud of the job 
it did in building the Kermac 47 for 
its designers and owners, the Kerr 
McGee Oil Industries. This huge 
floating platform, which is as large 
as an eight-story building covering 
two-thirds of a city block, was built 
in just 2 sections on our extra-wide 


ways at Orange, Texas. 





United States Steel 


Marine Department: Ambridge, Pennsylvania—Houston, Texas. Ways at Ambridge, Pa., Trenton, N. J. and Orange, Texas 
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A Byers field service representative can relate new 4-D Wrought Iron test results to the specifier's corrosive applications. 


Laboratory and field test results lend 
added support to 4-D Wrought Iron specs 


Our metallurgical staff compiles and analyzes great 
funds of data on corrosion-resistant materials. 


With some products, a company representative’s natural enthu- 
siasm is often tempered by actual test results in the laboratory. 

Not so however, with new 4-D Wrought Iron. Byers field service 
engineers can present research facts which confirm the increased 
corrosion-resistance of this new product. 

Comparative testing with standard Wrought Iron, as well as 
many ferrous substitutes, proves new 4-D Wrought Iron a de- 
cidedly superior deterrent to corrosion. So the wisdom of standard 
Wrought Iron specifications may now be further enhanced by 
specifying new 4-D Wrought Iron. 

Byers field service engineers are lending even more credibility 
to this story with their own knowledge of corrosive infighting. 
The Byers representative will welcome an opportunity to relate 
these test results to your corrosive applications. Call him soon. 
Or, write us for helpful literature on new 4-D Wrought Iron. 
A. M. Byers Company, Clark Building, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


BYERS WROUGHT IRON 
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Creole Petroleum selects os 


OWER | 


AC | 


CEMENT 


Lighter, extremely simple, more 





Creole Petroleum Corporation, a Venezuela affiliate of 
Standard Oil Company (New Jersey) chose White’s Su- 
perior Diesel-Electric power for drilling operations on 
Lake Maracaibo in western Venezuela. The complete 
power package, including three 900 HP Superior engine- 
generator sets mounted on the 180’ long by 70’ wide barge, 
will dependably provide a total of 2700 HP. From simplified 
controls, the driller can direct 2,000 HP to the platform 
draw works or 2,300 HP to the mud pumps. White’s diesel 
power concentration achieves simplicity, compactness and 
light weight. The favorable power to space ratio obtained 
through electric motors behind the draw works means 
Creole Petroleum can use a standard size platform and yet 
have ample power for deep drilling. 


White 


DIESEL 
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powerful drilling rig power plant! 


Creole’s barge power components consist of 3 engine- 
generator sets, 5 drive motors, and simple controls. White’s 
well known Superior oil field engine’ and rugged 400 KW 
generators in tandem make up an engine-generator set. 
Large drive motors are rated 625 HP continuous and 1000 
HP intermittently. Greatly simplified controls allow appli- 
cation of power where required, either to draw works, mud 
pumps, or to both when pumps and rotary are operating. 





White’s range of other diesel-electric drilling power pack-: 
ages combines the Superior oil field engine and rugged 300 
to 550 KW generators. Largest drive motors are rated 1000 
HP continuous and 1250 HP intermittently. All components 
are stocked, standard production items, ready for prompt 
delivery. 


WRITE TODAY FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION... 


WHITE DIESEL ENGINE DIVISION 
THE WHITE MOTOR COMPANY Plant and General Offices: Springfield, Ohio 
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COMPANION 
HATCHWAY MUD BIN 
2 COMPRESSORS _ ea 4 MEN 
DRILL WATER 
WATER (625 BBLS) 
DISTILLATION MUD BINS 
uur (1250 SACKS) 
DIESEL FUEL 
(500 BBLS) 
PORT 
DRILL WATER 
(625 BBLS) LOWER DECK 
OWER UNITS MESS ANI 
RECREATION ROOM 
AC GENERATOR PANEL = 
DININ' 
HALIBURTON UNIT— TABLE = 
4 MEN 
DRILL WATER 
(625 BBLS) joes) 
_ 
La 5 
CEMENT BINS GALLEY 4 oo 
AIR TANK DISTILLATION CONDITIONING 
UNIT [a 
POTABLE WATER 
Ri Ww. 
Oe ee (500 BBLS) - 
~ 
UPPER DECK MIDDLE DECK STARBOA!#:: 
LOWER DECK 


BELOW DECK FACILITIES AND 
PLATFORM COMPARTMENTATION 


CREW QUARTERS 
Diagram of platform layout aboard the C. E. THORNTON shows plainly the concise economical design of the unit. Note bulk storage areas 
built into the sides of the hull and drilling equipment located near the drilling slot. Crew still has room for spacious quarters. 


Reading & Bates gets... 


New Economy Mobile Unit 


LeTourneau built C. E. THORNTON is a third smaller and a 
third less expensive than conventional self-contained platforms 


NEW offshore drilling platform 

designed to lower operating 
costs for the offshore oil industry was 
christened recently in New Orleans. 
After ceremonies the new economy 
platform was towed directly to its 
first drill site on CATC’s Block 115, 
East Cameron Area lease, off the 
Louisiana Coast. 

Basic platform weighs about 3000 
tons and cost less than $2 million. 
The platform was built by R. G. Le- 
Tourneau, Inc. of Longview, Texas, 
for Reading & Bates Offshore Drill- 
ing Company of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Platform was christened the C. E. 
Thornton in honor of Charles E. 
Thornton, executive vice president 
of Reading & Bates Offshore Drill- 
ing Company. 

Chief economical feature of the 
platform is its one-third smaller size, 
making it less costly than other self- 
contained platforms in the Gulf, 
though it is rated to drill to depths 
in excess of 15,000 ft. in waters 
over 85 ft. deep. 

Over all platform length is 153 
ft. and width is 139 ft. Hull is 15 
ft. deep. Spud legs are 140 ft. long 
ending in 20 ft. round spud tanks 
24 ft. in diameter. 

Reduced to its simplest compo- 
nents, the platform consists of a 
huge triangular hull mounted on 


(Continued on page 17) 


C. E. THORNTON on location and drilling 
in Block 115 East Cameron Area in 50 ft. 
of water. Double crane arrangement gives 
easy equipment handling. 
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The C. E. THORNTON was built to Reading & Bates specifications by 


R.G. ETGURNEAU [NC 


Od ECA AR =A TEXAS 


FOR DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE WRITE MARINE PRODUCTS DI/VISI/ON, 
2877 SOUTH MACARTHUR, LONGVIEW, TEXAS maiz 
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C. E. Thornton. . . 
(Continued from page 15) 


three triangular legs—each as high 
as a 10-story building. In opera- 
tion, the unit is floated to any de- 
sired location, push-button controls 
are pressed, and the electrically- 
powered legs are lowered to the 
ocean’s floor. When solid footing 
has been gained, the hull then rises 
out of the water, lifting as much as 
three million pounds of drilling 
equipment, mud fuel, water, quar- 
ters, piping and supplies. The hull 
climbs the three legs at the rate of 
a foot per minute. 

Upon completion of a well, the 
operation is reversed. The hull is 
lowered to the water, the legs raised 
from the ocean floor, and then the 
platform is ready to be floated to a 
new drilling location immediately. 

Spud legs . . . The mobile unit is 
equipped with three electro-me- 
chanically powered spud legs. Each 


triangular shaped spud is _ con- 
structed with three 140 ft. racks 
which connect to bearing tanks. 


The spuds are raised or lowered by 
LeTourneau electric gear motors 
driving through a gear train located 
at the corners of each spud. 

Spuds are controlled from a cen- 
tral spud control panel, giving quick 
and easy spud adjustment. 

Unit is kept level with the help 
of a Moeller Instrument Company 
inclinometer. Independently oper- 
ated legs maintain a level drilling 
platform under adverse bottom con- 
ditions, despite variations in shear 
value and contour of the bottom. 
Spud penetration minimizes the pos- 
sibility of any side shifting. 

Drilling equipment Draw- 
works aboard the C. E. Thornton is 
an Ideal type 110 consolidated 
drawworks with six hoisting speeds 
and three rotary speeds. Drawworks 
also has Ideal type B-1 air cat- 


bl 


Three Superior PTDS-8 diesel engines furnish 2400 bhp to power 
the National G-1000 and G-700 mud pumps. 
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Drawworks aboard the mobile unit is an Ideal 110 consolidated drawworks with six hoisting 
speeds and three rotary speeds. Rotary table is a 27% in. Ideal. 


heads. 

Air operated controls for a! air 
clutches, sand reel, inertia brake, 
catheads, engine throttles, cyrol 
couplings and two speed pump 
drives are located at the driller’s 


position. Also near the driller’s po- 
sition are a H-6 Martin Decker long 


torque indicator and gauge, and 
weight indicator. 
Mounted on the 16! foot sub- 


structure is a Lee C. Moore 140 ft. 
derrick, capable of withstanding 100 
mph winds. 

Rotary is a Ideal 27! in. chain 
drive table. Traveling equipment in- 
cludes an Ideal swivel with a 4-in., 
55-ft. Chiksan rotary hose, a 5% in. 
hexagonal kelly with a 60 ft. Ray- 
bestos Manhattan kelly hose, an 
Ideal type 548-F traveling block and 
a Byron Jackson 4300 hook. 


Mast is also equipped with a 
Reagan crown block and lighted with 
a Flolight derrick lighting system. 

Rotary tongs and pipe elevators 
were furnished by the Byron Jack- 
son Tool Company. 

Three Yale hand hoists and three 
Ingersoll-Rand air hoists are also 
located on the derrick floor. 

Blowout preventer system is made 
up of both Hydril and Cameron 
blowout preventers actuated by a 
Koomey T-8 closing unit. 

Mud system . . . High pressure 
for fast drilling is developed by an 
Ideal G-1000 mud pump and a G- 
700 pump complete with OR valve 
cover plates, and Hydril pulsation 
dampeners. 

Four Peerless vertical pumps 
transfer drilling water from the 

(Continued on next page) 


eel 





Two Superior PTDS-6 diesels located on the drilling floor furnish 


1200 bhp to the chain driven drawworks and rotary. 
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MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIES 


MAC SAYS: 
Call him for Shipboard Wiring 
Supplies and Equipment. 

Big stock on hand of 
Hose-McCann Telephones. 


Russell & Stoll Ltg. Fixtures. 


Wire & Cable 

Lighting Fixtures 

Outlet & Junction Boxes 
Switches & Switchboards 
Motors & Controllers 
Axial Flow Fans 
Centrifugal Fans 
Generators—Shaft driven 
Pumps—tTo handle all liquids 
Cable Hangers 
Connectors—aAll sizes 
Searchlights 

Floodlights 

Storage Batteries 

Battery Charging Panels 
Electrical Spare Parts 


MARINE CONSTRUCTION 


Specialists In DC Equipment 
& Offshore Elec. Repairs 


SWITCHBOARDS 


Motor Rewinding 
WIRING 


2.4-HOUR SERVICE 


McINTOSH 
ELECTRIC 


4775 PORT ARTHUR ROAD 
BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


Phone: Terminal 5-2517 
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High pressure for fast drilling is developed by an Ideal G-1000 mud pump and a G-700 








mud pump complete with QR valve cover plates and Hydril pulsation dampeners. 


C. E. Thornton... 
(Continued from preceding page) 


2500 barrel drilling water storage 
tanks to any one of the four 250 
barrel active mud tanks. Then ele- 
vators bring a measured amount of 
mud from the 4000 sack bulk mud 
hoppers and Lightnin mud mixers 
mounted on each bin mix the mud. 

The system is also equipped with 
six Chiksan non spin mud mixing 
guns and a Lightnin chemical mixer. 

Auxiliary equipment includes a 
Halliburton cementing unit and 
1500 sacks of bulk cement, a 
Schlumberger unit, degassing unit, 
a desander, and a Model 57 dual 
Link Belt shale shaker. 

Power ... A pair of White Motor 
Company Superior 600 hp PTDS-6 


diesel engines power the drawworks 











Koomey T-8 closing unit at the right actuates the combination Hydril and Cameron blow- 


on the drilling floor. Power needs 
on the main machinery deck below 
are met by three PTDS-8’s com- 
pounded to the mud pumps. With 
the power thus split the rig is equip- 
ped for drilling to 20,000 ft. 

The power reserve represented in 
five Superior PTDS engines, a total 
capacity of 3600 bhp, indicates a 
rig well able to handle remote or 
wildcat operations. 

For the engine cooling systems 
two Blackmer rotary pumps furnish 
water to the five Ross water-jacket 
heat exchangers. 

Two Meco Model PD-300 G 
thermocompression distillation 
plants utilize waste heat to produce 
fresh water for platform needs. 

Two diesel electric generator sets 


(Continued on page 20) 
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out preventor system. Schlumberger unit in the center allows the C. E. THORNTON to 


have its own complete wire line service. 


OFFSHORE 


Available at Pipe Line Service — Harvey, La. 
Complete facilities for applying 


ANCHORCRETE 


Concrete Coatings 





When your pipelines require anchoring to offset 
buoyancy, remember that Pipe Line Service’s 
Harvey plant is completely equipped to apply 
dependable ‘‘Anchorcrete”’ reinforced concrete 


coating over high-quality PLS coating and wrap- 
ping specifications. 


From unloading the bare pipe to loading of 
the finished product, all operations are under one 
supervision . . . one responsibility. Uniform qual- 
ity of Anchorcrete is assured through use of 
prime materials, careful batching, controlled mix- 
ing and thorough curing. 


Harvey’s ample storage facilities enable you 
to take delivery of your Anchorcreted pipe when 
you need it. More than 600 feet of dock space, 
with traveling crane, provide speedy loading 
directly onto your barge. This eliminates extra 
handling; assures delivery of protected pipe in 
perfect condition. 

PLS-Harvey is another example of complete 
service that is designed to give your steel pipe the 
finest possible protection at lowest possible cost. 






















General Offices and Piant: 
Franklin Park, Ill. 


Monmouth Junction, N. J. 
Glenwillard, Pa. 
Sparrows Point, Md. 
Longview, Tex. 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Provo, Utah 

Harvey, La. 


SERV 
rt , ors 


C 
Oo 
SERVICE % 


me Live Line Service corporation 


cy | FRANKLIN PARK, ILLINOIS 


Vici <> 


Quality pioneers in coating and wrapping pipe 


A SUBSIDIARY OF AMERICAN STEEL FOUNDRIES 
for over a quarter century 
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YOU'RE THE 


BIG 
FROG 


IN OUR POND! 


les better to be a BIG 
frog in a little pond than a LITTLE 
frog in a big pond. 


We have no unimportant custom- 
ers, whose orders stand by while 
bigger accounts get service pref- 
erence. Yet we're big enough to 
handle any job. 


Do business where your business 
is important. For pipe, casing, pipe- 
line supplies, pontoons, piling, field 
. call on KANE... and 
get “big frog” attention — every 
time. 


welding . . 







for every purpose 





Convenient loca- 
tion for prompt 
delivery in the 
Gulf, or to any 
major oilfield. 


I7+h 
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Some of the men who operate the C E. THORNTON are from the left: C. L. Ledoux, tool 





pusher; D. R. Stewart, tool pusher; J. W. Nickle, superintendent; Cy Allen, mechanic; and 


Leo Clark, tool pusher. 


C. E. Thornton. . . 

(Continued from page 18) 
furnish power for auxiliary equip- 
ment. 

Auxiliary equipment . . . Opera- 
tional equipment aboard the tri- 
angular unit includes two LeTour- 
neau cranes capable of revolving a 
full 360 degrees for easy equipment 
handling. 

Platform is anchored on location 
by three 4000 pound Baldt anchors 
and three LeTourneau electric 
mooring winches. 

Communications aboard the C. E. 
Thornton include a Hose-McCann 
intercom phone system with seven 
stations and an AM and FM com- 
munications to shore and supply 
vessels. 

Crew quarters . . . Air conditioned 
crew quarters with galley, refrigera- 
tors, dining and recreation room, 
change rooms, laundry and office 
make living conditions for 42 men 
spacious and comfortable. 

Company . . . The Reading & 


Bates Offshore Drilling Company 
was incorporated on October 19, 


i 


Officers and associates of Reading & Bates Offshore, Inc., present at the Christening cere- 


1955, for the purpose of operating 
offshore drilling equipment in the 
Gulf of Mexico, The company was 
organized by the owners of Read- 
ing and Bates, Inc., and Reading 
and Bates Drilling Company, Ltd., 
who have been engaged in the con- 
tract drilling business for over 22 
years. 

The executive offices are located 
in 1101 Philtower Building, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and general manage- 
ment offices are in 610 Saratoga 
Building, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
with operations being directed out 
of 616 Pioneer Building, Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. 

The directors of the company are 
J. W. Bates; J. W. Bates, Jr.; Mil- 
ton G. Hulme, president, Hulme, 
Applegate & Humphrey, Inc., Bank 
and Trust Company, Tulsa, Okla- 
homa; and C. E, Thornton. 

The company is presently operat- 
ing two Levingston type drilling 
tenders complete with drilling rigs. 
The addition of the $2,800,000 C. 
E. Thornton mobile drilling plat- 
form complements the present equip- 
ment. 





monies of the C. E. THORNTON were from the left: J. W. Bates, Jr., J. W. Bates, Russel 
Hunt, Milton Hulme, Elmo Thompson, J. W. McLean and C. E Thornton 
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VAUKESHA 


© 


145 SERIES—45-110 KW 
Tie Gas, gasoline 





| 50-800 KW 
NATURAL GAS - LPG - GASOLINE - DIESEL 
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148 SERIES DIESEL 


50-150 KW ®@ Developed by more than fifty years 


experience in building heavy-duty engines 
and electrical equipment, Waukesha 
Enginators are accurately balanced engine 
and generator combinations that perform 
dependably in all applications requiring a 
WAK SERIES—75-170 KW smooth, steady flow of power for continuous, 
ee intermittent and standby duty. 

50 to 800 KW capacities—gas, gasoline, 


normal or turbocharged Diesel operation. 
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WAKD SERIES DIESEL (ast—t*é —LRD SERIES DIESEL 
75-240 KW 135-425 KW 


PINMACrSs 
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NKRBU—80-180 KW «(VIL SERIES 250-800 KW 
Gas, gasoline i eo _ LPG, natural gas, Diesel 





irmom-O0 >Iumxcps 


WRITE for bulletins for these 


and other models 4 : a « 
336-R-1 | _— 


WAUKESHA MOTOR COMPANY, WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN — Railway Division 
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High Frequency induction .. . 


Automatic Welding Process 


New butt welding process uses high frequency current 
with controlled pressure, torsion and vibration 


A new process for butt welding 
steel pipe in the field with mobile 
equipment has been developed by 
Consolidated Edison Company of 
New York, using induced high fre- 
quency electric current in combina- 
tion with controlled pressure, torsion 
and vibration. The resulting weld is 
sound and possesses characteristics 
ideal for pipe line joints. The 
build-up of metal, or bead, occurs 
around the outer periphery, while 
the internal diameter at the joint 
remains full pipe size, There are no 
problems of removing flash or slag. 
No extraneous weld metals are in- 
troduced to alter the basic charac- 
teristics of the steel in the pipe. 

Several years ago, Con Edison 
became interested in the possibilities 
of adapting induction heating meth- 
ods to improve existing installation 
practices on electric, gas and steam 
transmission and distribution sys- 
tems. The New Rochelle Tool Cor- 
poration, which specializes in high 
frequency industrial tools was asked 
by Con Edison to provide equip- 
ment suitable for butt welding of 
steel pipe. 

The induction heating equipment 
and work coils for various sizes of 
pipe were manufactured by New 
Rochelle. For the generation of high 
frequency current a 100 kilowatt, 
single phase, 10,000 cycle per sec- 
ond electric generator driven by a 


diesel unit is used. Both units are 





cooled by a water system, A stand- 
ard control unit, containing the 
necessary meters, timers, capacitors 
and protective devices, is used to 
regulate the output required to heat 
the various sizes of pipe. The work 
coil and pipe load are matched to 
the high frequency generator by a 
water-cooled output transformer 
capacitor bank. 

Con Edison designed and con- 
structed the line-up and pressure- 
producing hydraulically -controlled 
jigs for handling of the pipe mate- 
rials and adapted the mobile equip- 
ment. The aim in this development 
was to speed the laying of pipe line 
systems in trenches in congested 
New York city streets. But the same 
technique could be used to speed 
offshore pipe laying. 

Con Edison made investigations 
to determine how the quality of an 
induction type weld would be af- 
fected by varying factors involved 
in the process. These variations in- 
cluded temperature, pressure, elec- 
tric power, time for welding and 
pressure cycle, shape and prepara- 
tion of butt joint, fluxes, atmos- 
pheres and mechanical and electri- 
cal vibration, axial and torsional, in 
the region of the weld area. 

The first unit has been assigned 
to the field for several months, and 
has produced several hundred 
welds. The equipment is assembled 
on a 7¥2 ton Army surplus trailer, 


Mobile equipment speeds the laying of pipe. When the welding machine is moved along 
the pipe, four welds per hour can be made. When the pipe is pulled through the welder, 
up to ten welds per hour are possible. 
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Internal view of the induction welding unit 
shows work coils, cooling system and controls. 


which houses the diesel unit, high 
frequency generator and _ control 
equipment. 

To permit operation in a trench, 
an eighteen foot boom carries the 
output transformer, work coil, pipe 
alignment jig and hydraulic clamps. 
The clamps are attached to the pipe 
sections and exert from two to four 
thousand pounds per square inch, 
depending on the wall thickness. 
Argon gas is sprayed around the 
weld area at the time of the weld to 
create as nearly as possible an inert 
pocket to keep atmosphere away 
from the butt edges. 

This method will allow up to four 
welds an hour, including set-up and 
welding time. 

An even faster method will be 
used when feasible. In this second 
method the equipment will be sta- 
tionary and the pipe pulled through 
the machine on a special line-up 
table. As each weld is completed, 
the pipe will be pulled along and 
the next section of pipe will be 
placed in position for welding. Up 
to tend welds an hour may be 
achieved in this manner. This is the 
exact method of offshore operations. 

While equipment has been devel- 
oped for pipe sizes up to 14 inches, 
the major use at first will be for 
pipe type conduits for high tension 
underground transmission cables. 
The future may well find this ma- 
chine changing offshore pipe laying 
methods. 


OFFSHORE 


THIS MONTH .. 


. . . OFFSHORE 





ADMA ENTERPRISE Hits 
New Oilfield in Persian Gulf 


Adma Enterprise, a mobile unit 
operated by Abu Dhabi Marine 
Areas, Ltd., may have discovered 
the first offshore oil well in the 
southern end of the Persian Gulf. 

If the well is completed, it will 





Weather Bureau Establishes 


100 New Hurricane Stations 

Offshore men will soon be making 
the long run to rigs far at sea with 
greater security. 

One hundred new hurricane ob- 
servation posts—seven along the 
Louisiana coast—are being set up 
by the Weather Bureau. 

Last month the year’s first hur- 
ricane, Alma, with winds up to 50 
mph hit the Texas coast in the 
Brownsville area. No damage was 
reported to offshore rigs or installa- 
tions, and the storm blew itself out 
over the Rio Grande Valley. 

Spaced at about 25-mile intervals 
along the coast, the chain of co- 
operative hurricane spotting stations 
extends from Boston to Brownsville, 
Texas. Louisiana, heart of the coun- 
try’s offshore oil industry will have 
stations at Morgan City, Cameron, 
Weeks Island, Rigolets, Hopedac, 
Buras and Cocodrie. 

Unpaid volunteers, usually off- 
shore oil workers and fishermen, will 
man the stations, making one com- 
plete daily reading of weather in- 
struments during regular hurricane 
season which runs from June 15 to 
November 15. Number of daily 
readings will be increased when hur- 
ricanes threaten. 

Another storm detecting device 
now being used by the Weather Bu- 
reau consists of automatic reporting 
buoys. Equipped with radios and 
spotted at strategic locations 
throughout the Gulf and Carribean 
regions, the buoys carry radios that 
send back changes in tide level. 

Not only will the new system 
serve as hurricane insurance to off- 
shore operators but will give more 
time to batten down the hatches and 
clear platforms of personnel before 
a storm hits. It will afford more pre- 
cise information on storms like last 
year’s Hurricane Audrey which took 
nearly 600 lives and damaged off- 
shore equipment alone to the tune 
of several million dollars. 
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represent the third offshore field 
discovered in the Middle East. 

British Petroleum Trading Com- 
pany, operator on the 12,000-square 
mile concession on which the Adma 
F-1 is located, declined to release 
any data on the apparent discovery; 
however, it is known that several 
hundred feet of oil sand had been 
drilled through. BP did not deny 
that the sweet 35-degree gravity oil 
was present in commercial quanti- 
ties. 

Oil was first encountered in the 
Cretaceous at 5500 ft. and again at 
6500 ft. at last report, the operator 
was drilling toward the Arab Zone 
which lies deeper. 

The discovery may cause Iran to 
raise the concession prices for its 
unleased acreage in District 1 across 
the Persian Gulf. 

Adma Enterprise, which spudded 


the wildcat last January, is a 4000- 
ton DeLong type mobile platform 
carrying a rig that can drill to 15,- 
000 ft. 

The 12,000-sq. mi. concession is 
owned two-thirds by BP and one- 
third by Cie, Francaise des Petroles. 

Two previous wildcats drilled in 
the vicinity by Royal Dutch Shell 
resulted in dry holes. 

Second Persian Gulf field was 
opened recently by Arabian Ameri- 
can Oil Company at its Manifa No. 
1 eight miles offshore from Saudi 
Arabia. It was finaled from the 
Yamama formation, a new horizon 
which lies above the Arab zones. 


Helicopter Crash in Gulf 
Kills Six Marine Employes 


A helicopter crash in the Gulf of 
Mexico off Louisiana early last 
month claimed the lives of six off- 
shore workers. 

Dead are Robert E. White, Floyd 
J. DeRoche and Benjamin A, Ra- 


gape 





First wildcat on the Pennsylvania side of Lake Erie is being drilled with this new platform 
by New York State Natural Gas Corporation of Pittsburgh on a 19,130-acre tract in the 
southeast corner of the lake. Utilizing a cable tool type drilling rig on the 50-ft. by 58-ft. 
platform, New York Natural plans to drill to 5780 feet if necessary, hoping to complete the 


well in 90 days. 
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Fast 


= Diesel 


Service 
is our 


When you need 
Cummins engine 
parts or service, 

you get them muy 
Pronto at any of 
the 16 Cummins 

service-repair 
shops in the 
Mid-Continent 
area. Factory- 
trained mechanics 
are available 24 
hours a day to 


keep your engines 


running. 


FACTORY-TYPE 
SERVICE SHOPS 




















J 
FARMING TOM 


NEW 
MEXICO 









> Service Shops 
© Sales and Service 
o Sub-Dealers 


“vonsas AIS a0 
o TF : 


a, SIMEINS 


¢ rales 6 Oe 22¢LEL, Yc. 





24 






CUI-8 


News... 
(Continued from preceding page) 


nier, employes of Humble Oil and 
Refining Company; Dan Middleton, 
Rotor Aids, Inc.; Owen J. Sandoz, 
employee of A. M. Landry catering 
service; and Ed Cheramie, Jr., a 
welder for Bournes Welding Service. 

According to the Civil Aeronau- 
tics Administration which investi- 
gated the accident, the craft was 
on a routine flight to an Humble 
offshore rig in South Timbalier 
Block 54. 

When it passed over the jetties 
at Bell pass, the pilot reported by 
radio; however, it never arrived at 
the rig. Another craft was sent out 
to investigate and sighted the 
wrecked helicopter in the water 
with only its pontoons visible. No 
survivors were sighted. 

A coast guard patrol boat and 
other craft finally recovered all the 
bodies after a search that lasted 
nearly three days. 


Alaska 


Senate Passes Leasing Bill 
For Alaska’s Inland Waters 


A bill to grant the Secretary of 
the Interior authority to issue leases 
on Alaska’s inland and navigable 
waters has passed in the Senate. 

Indications last month were that 
the Senate would approve an oil and 
gas lease plan for Alaska, one of the 
barriers that might have stood be- 
tween the territory and its possibili- 
ties of obtaining statehood this year. 

However, the bill (H. R. 8054) to 
put Alaska’s underwater territories 
under the Mineral Leasing Act 
was amended to exclude offshore 
areas. 

A statement that legislation con- 
cerning these areas would not be 
considered until next year came 
from Sen. Henry M. Jackson, chair- 
man of the territories subcommit- 
tee. 


Exploration Is on the Rise 
For Alaska’s Bristol Bay 


In the Bristol Bay area of Alaska 
exploration is keeping pace with ex- 
panding leasing activity. 

Great Basins Petroleum Company, 
operator for a number of firms with 
holdings in the bay, has signed an 
exploration agreement with General 
Petroleum Corporation. Exploration 
is being carried out by geophysical 
crews even now. 

The Bristol Bay is partially sur- 
rounded by portions of the Alaska 
peninsula in southwest Alaska. 





Borneo 


Brunei Shell Orders Barge 
For Water Up to 120 Ft. 


Brunei Shell Petroleum Ltd., oper- 
ating off the coast of Sarawak, Bru- 
nei, and British North Borneo, has 
ordered a new mobile drilling plat- 
form capable of drilling in waters 
up to 120 ft. deep. 

Steel Structures Ltd. of Southamp- 
ton, England, is building the mobile 
unit which is scheduled for comple- 
tion by the end of this year. 

Equipped with a National 80 B 
rotary, it will be capable of drilling 
to 12,000 ft. Other drilling equip- 
ment will include three Paxman 
diesel motors and E500 Ideal slush 
pumps. 

Brunei Shell will use the rig to 
explore an area 125 miles long ex- 
tending off the western coast of 
Sarawak, Brunei, and North Borneo 
for distances up to 25 miles. Com- 
mercial production has not been dis- 
covered for the area as yet. The 
company’s third fixed platform has 
been set up recently off Labuan Is- 
land. 


California 





California’s Fixed Platform 
Makes Ready for First Well 


California’s first stationary off- 
shore platform for oil drilling has 
been positioned in 50 ft. of water 
off the coast from Santa Barbara. 

The platform, made up of a deck 
110-ft. square mounted on a tower 
75-ft. square and 170-ft high, will 
be used to drill the first exploratory 
well this summer on a 5500-acre 
lease held jointly by Standard Oil 
Company of California, Western 
Operations, Inc. and Humble Oil 
and Refining Company. 

Design of the structure permits 
drilling of up to 24 wells before it 
is moved. 

Anchoring the 1000-ton tower to 
the sea bottom was a complex en- 
gineering task which consumed a 
week. 


New Marine Work Platform 
First Built on West Coast 


Launching of one of two sections 
that will make up the first offshore 
work platform to be built on the 
Pacific Coast took place recently 
at the Alameda Yard of the Pacific 
Coast Engineering Company. 

Designed by the DeLong Corpo- 
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"# Offshore platform built for Hyperion Constructors. Initial use will be 
to lay concrete pipe five miles out to sea from Santa Monica Bay—the 
Pacific Ocean outfall for the sewer system of the City of Los Angeles. 
When this project is completed the PACECO-built platform will be 
used for offshore oil operations. 


PACECO—experience and facilities to 
serve every marine need of the 
offshore oi! industry 


Whatever your requirements . . . platforms, barges, 
tugboats, workboats . .. PACECO invites your in- 
quiry or invitation to bid. Veteran design engineers, 
skilled steel craftsmen and modern fabricating fa- 
cilities are combined in a single efficient production 
package. 


PACECO will build to your specification or work 
with you at the design stage. Either way you bene- 
fit from the skills and experience which have made 
PACECO a recognized leader in the design and 
fabrication of steel craft for the marine and oil 
industries. 











Builders of the world’s largest oil barges 


Builders of the world’s first oil-lumber barge 
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ration, the platform will be com- 
pleted by joining two barge-like 
pontoons—one 190 ft. by 41 ft. by 
17 ft. and the other 190 ft. by 60 
ft. by 17 ft.—giving overall dimen- 
sions of 190 ft. by 125 ft. by 17 ft. 

The offshore work platform was 
built for Hyperion Constructors and 
will be used to lay fourteen-in. con- 
crete pipe five miles out into the 
ocean for sewage disposal. 


Florida 


SCORPION Drilling Ahead 
On 15,000-Ft. Cay Sal Try 


Zapata Offshore Company’s Scor- 
pion is drilling ahead on a proposed 
15,000-ft. wildcat on Cay Sal bank 
135 miles south of Miami, Fla. 

One interesting aspect of the oper- 
ation was the use of aerated sea 
water as drilling fluid in the coral 
formations encountered in the upper 
part of the hole. 

While the rig was making hole, 





Fresh water from seawater? There is nothing finer 


than a MECO Thermocompression Distillation Unit. 


Rugged, dependable, economical. From desert coun- 


tries to Arctic wastes, from tropical isles to atomic 
plants, MECO equipment is there, doing the job 
required, efficiently, constantly. 


Sizes to meet your needs, manufactured by: 


MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT COMPANY 





26 





about twice as much fluid returned 
as was injected down the drill stem 
due to sea water seeping downward 
through the porous coral. 

Operator set 133¢-in. casing to 
4000 ft. where the only trouble en- 
countered was keeping bits in gage 
due to the coral formation and drill- 
ing out from under the casing 
through a boulder strata. 

The wildcat, which is expected to 
cost about $3 million to drill, is a 
project of Bahama Gulf Oil Com- 
pany and Bahama California Oil 
Company. 


Louisiana 





Twenty-one Marine Workers 
Saved After Crewboat Sinks 


Twenty-one marine employees of 
Brown and Root Construction Com- 
pany were rescued recently after the 
51-ft. crewboat in which they were 
riding went down off Cameron, La. 

The men were aboard the twin 
screw Ralph O. between shore and 
the L. E. Minor, Brown and Root’s 
new pipelaying barge located about 
45 miles offshore. 

After their boat sank in seas that 
were running about six to eight 
feet, they remained in the water 
about an hour and a half before 
another vessel arrived to effect the 
rescue. 

All aboard the sunken vessel had 
life jackets, and not a single seri- 
ous injury was reported. 

The shipwreck victims were part 
of an offshore team engaged in lay- 
ing a 96,000-ft. undersea pipeline 
for Tennessee Gas Transmission 
Company in the East Cameron 
area. 


Erection Operations Begun 
On Offshore Sulphur Plant 


Late last month, the mammoth 
task of erecting the world’s first off- 
shore sulphur plant got underway 
off Grand Isle, La. 

Major phase of Freeport Sulphur 
Company’s $30 million project is a 
“Y” shaped platform nearly a mile 
long. The world’s largest permanent 
steel platform, it will be a drilling 
island for mining the sulphur via 
the Frasch process and will also 
serve as home for the men who 
work there. 

Sections of the platforms’ were 
transported to the site in six barge 
loads by McDermott Fabricators of 
Morgan City, La., and were low- 
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PTS offshore oil platforms. 


Features incorporated in the MARINER design include: One-piece cast BOEHCK can 
gear case—a protection against salt spray ® Self-aligning centerpost 
trunnion © Turntable load rollers plus replaceable hook shoes © Large 
diameter roller path © Worm type independent boom hoist ® Large 
diameter swing brake © Disc type clutches © Straight-in-line engine 
mounting with torque converter plus many other important features. 
The LIFT and CONTROL ability of the MARINER permits loading and 
unloading with speed and accuracy. The full range vision safety cab 
enables the operator to see what he is doing at all times. Here's a 
machine constructed for your type of Cargo handling. Get the facts. 


offer cranes from 5 
to 100 ton capacity 
for all types of 

offshore operations. 


Write for: Bulletin MO-200 for Offshore Platforms 
MS-200 for Ships and Barges 





Houston — 5806 Long Dr. 
(home office) Olive 4-4331 
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ered into the 50-ft. water by crane. 
The 200-ft.-long template for the 
drilling-production platform weighs 
437 tons alone. 

One of the largest sulphur mines 
in the world, the Grand Isle deposit 
was discovered by Humble Oil and 
Refining Company during oil ex- 
plorations, 

Freeport Sulphur plans to apply 
funds from the sale of its South 
Louisiana oil and gas properties, 
which are valued at up to $75 mil- 
lion, to the mining operation. 

For transporting the sulphur to 
shore, engineers are now studying 
the possibilities of a seven-mile 
heated pipeline. Original plans con- 
sisted of carrying the molten sul- 
phur to land in “thermos bottle” 
barges. 


Tidelands Revenue in Escrow 
Declared Off Limits to State 


Chairman of the Louisiana State 
Mineral Board has said that none 
of the offshore oil royalties held in 
escrow by the U. S. treasury can 
be used by the state. 

William Helis, Jr., made the state- 
ment after a group from the Louisi- 
ana House of Representatives had 
asked Gov. Earl Long to reclaim 
$50 million of tidelands funds. The 
move grew out of an effort to avoid 
raising taxes to meet a teacher pay 
raise. 


Mineral Board Committee 
Reviewing All State Leases 


A committee for the Louisiana 
State Mineral Board has been con- 
ducting a study of all mineral leases 
granted by the state. 

According to William G. Helis, 
Jr., chairman of the mineral board, 
the committee’s purpose is to make 
certain all requirements of the leases 
are complied with. 

Louisiana claims a total of 4250 
producing oil wells with 90 active 
leases. Helis said oil companies had 
been complying with the requests 
of the fact-finding committee, 


Early Morning Fire Damages 
Phillips Offshore Platfrom 


A fire broke out recently during 
the early morning hours on Phillips 
Petroleum Company’s “Cal. Pass 
AB” offshore platform destroying a 
major portion of the flooring along 
with two welding machines. 

Several boats using high pressure 


OFFSHORE 


~ 


~~ = -—s AS 


Th —_— DS 


= 


es 


ng 
ips 
ASS 
ng 


ure 


RE 


hoses extinguished the blaze before 
chemical fire fighting equipment ar- 
rived. 

A rig had just been moved onto 
the platform for workover opera- 
tions. The platform which lies three 
miles offshore from Cameron, La., 
was erected several years ago. 

The welding machines valued at 
approximately $6500 were owned 
by Oilfield Welding Service of Cam- 


eron. 


FPC Approves Firm’s Plan 
To Purchase Gas Reserves 


The Federal Power Commission 
has approved plans by Transconti- 
nental Gas Pipe Line Corporation for 
purchasing offshore and onshore gas 
from 39 producers in Louisiana. 

In its contract Transcontinental 
Gas has sewed up gas reserves total- 
ing more than 2 trillion cubic feet. 
The company will pay 21 to 22 cents 
per thousand cubic feet and will de- 
liver between 150 million and 200 
million cubic feet per day. 

Company officials have been 
awaiting an answer from FPC con- 
cerning the application for increas- 
ing transmission facilities, part of a 
$175 million expansion project 
scheduled for completion during 
1959. 


Gas Gathering Tax Doubles 
If New Bill Passes Senate 


A bill raising gas gathering tax 
from one cent to two cents per mcf 
has passed in the Louisiana House of 
Representatives. 


The bill originally proposed would 
have hiked the tax to three cents 
per mcf; however, it was amended. 
Meant to ward off a threatened cut 
in teacher pay, the bill was believed 
to have the support of Governor 
Earl K. Long as it went up for 
Senate consideration. 


Mexico 


ODECO Agrees to Explore 
Mexican Lease for Pauley 


One of the most aggressive oper- 
ators in the new offshore farmout 
trend has signed a long-term agree- 
ment to explore for oil off the coast 
of Mexico. 

Ocean Drilling and Exploration 
Company, New Orleans, will ex- 
plore and develop an 180-mile 
stretch of submerged lands between 
Barra de Paso Real and Barra de 
Santacamopan. 


JULY, 1958 


In return it will receive from the 
holder of the lease, Pauley Pan 
American Petroleum Company, half 
of that firm’s share of the reimburse- 
ment benefits as well as its part of 
the term royalty which totals 18% 
percent for all firms besides Petroleos 
Mexicano. 


Pauley obtained the lease through 
an agreement with Petroleos Mex- 
icano. Any production developed 
will return to Pemex after 1974. 

Odeco is sending its new drilling 
barge, the El Dorado, to the Gulf of 
Campeche to begin drilling opera- 
tions. It must invest at least a half 
million dollars in the venture. 


Texas 


Offshore Insurance Rates 

To Apply to Inland Drilling 

Rates on workmen’s compensa- 
tion insurance for offshore drilling 
operations were lowered July 1 from 
75 percent over land rates to 60 
percent above land rates, 

On the other hand, the State 
Board of Insurance of Texas ruled 
that all types of inland overwater 
drilling operations would be subject 
to the same rules as marine areas. 

Formerly, drilling activities in such 
areas as bays and lagoons had been 

(Continued on Page 72) 
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Our hammers and complete 
conductor pipe rigging, lo- 
cated at New Orleans and 
Lake Charles can be trans- 
ported anywhere in the Gulf 
area to your location on short 
notice. We deliver the equip- 
ment to your wharf site for 
transportation with the pipe. 
This hammer is ideal for work 
from drilling rigs. 


At equal energy output, our diesel equipment 
weighs only one-third that of steam ham- 
mers. This reduces handling and set up costs 
—minimizes down time. 
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CONSULT US—24 Hr. Service 
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Sullivan 


Royds 


Continental Oil Co. Appoints 
2 New Administrative V-P’s 


George M. Sullivan and James S. 
Royds, both of Houston, have been 
elected administrative vice presidents 
of Continental Oil Company. Both 
men will retain their present posi- 
tions also. 

It has also been announced that 
J. J. Dorgan, Houston, has been 
elected treasurer of Continental. 

Sullivan, who holds the office of 
general manager of marketing for 
Conoco, joined the company in 1925 
as an order clerk at Butte, Mont. 
He came to Houston to accept his 
present job in 1953. 

Royds, who is general manager of 
exploration, became affiliated with 
Conoco in 1939 at Denver as an 
assistant geologist. 

He served for a time in Cairo, 
Egypt, as exploration manager for 
Sahara Petroleum Company, a Con- 
oco subsidiary, before coming to 
Houston in 1955 as assistant man- 
ager of the foreign department. He 
was promoted to general manager of 
the exploration department in 1957. 


Los Angeles D & D Club Sees 
Oil Products Demonstration 


Miss Louise Schock, Shell Oil 
Company, was speaker at a May 
meeting of the Los Angeles Desk & 
Derrick Club. 

She introduced the “magic suit- 
case,” showing everyday products 
made from petroleum, such as cloth 
that can be colored red, white, and 
blue, in one bowl of dye; non- 
breakable squeeze bottles; and flame- 
resistant fabrics that never need 
pressing. 


San Francisco D & D Club 
Hears Research Executive 

A. L. Lyman, president and di- 
rector of California Research Cor- 
poration, subsidiary of Standard Oil 
Company of California, addressed 
the San Francisco Desk & Derrick 
Club recently on “Research in the 
Petroleum Industry.” 


JULY, 1958 





Nuclear Techniques Featured 
At Oil Recovery Conference 

“A Century of Texas Oil, 1875- 
1975,” was the theme of the Texas 
Petroleum Research Committee’s 
eleventh annual oil recovery confer- 
ence held in Austin, Texas, and at- 
tended by more than 600 industry 
officials. 

Texas’ Governor Price Daniel wel- 
comed oilmen at the opening session. 
Other speakers at the initial session 
included Texas Railroad Commis- 
sioner Olin Culberson and Charles 
Warner, Houston petroleum consult- 
ant. 


Calco Appoints Mendenhall 
To New Executive Position 
W. R. Mendenhall has been named 


to a newly-established executive po- 
. sition in the mar- 
keting department 
| of the California 
Company. 

Formerly spe- 
cial representative 
for California 
Crude Sales Com- 
pany, a Calco sub- 
sidiary, Menden- 
hall will be assist- 
ant manager of the 
crude oil, natural gas, liquefied pe- 
troleum gas and natural gasoline 
sales division. 

Mendenhall will be headquartered 
in New Orleans, and his activities 
will cover an area stretching from 
the Rocky Mountains to the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

This year he will observe 20 years 
of service with Standard Oil Com- 


Mendenhall 


pany of California affiliates. He is 
a member of the American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers and Ameri- 
can Chemical Society. 


The Texas Company Selects 
New Senior Vice President 


J. Howard Rambin, Jr., vice presi- 
dent of The Texas Company’s do- 
mestic producing department, has 
been elected a senior vice president 
of the company. 

A. W. Baucum has replaced Ram- 
bin in the domestic producing de- 
partment. 

Rambin assumed duties as vice 
president in charge of domestic pro- 
ducing last year. He joined Texaco 
one year after graduating from Lou- 
isiana State University in 1934. 

Baucum, assistant to the president 
from 1954 to 1956, had been serving 
as general manager of the foreign 
producing department for the West- 
ern Hemisphere and West Africa. 


Gulf Oil Gets Archie Gray 
As Senior Vice President 


Gulf Oil Corporation’s Archie D. 
Gray, former vice president and gen- 
eral counsel, has been named a 
senior vice president. 

Three new administrative vice 
presidents announced by the board 
of directors are Joseph E. Bounds, 
in the tax department; I. G. Davis, 
production; and B. R. Dorsey, man- 
ufacturing. 

Gray attended Texas A & M Col- 
lege and the University of Texas, 
becoming affiliated with Gulf’s law 
department in Houston in 1935. 


Members Announced for API's 
Committee on Public Affairs 


Thomas W. Phelps has been 
named chairman of a new commit- 
tee on public affairs established by 
the American Petroleum Institute. 
Phelps is assistant to the chairman 
of the Board of Directors for Socony 
Mobil Oil Company, New York. 

Committee members from the 
Gulf Coast region include Morgan 
J. Davis, president and director for 
Phillips Petroleum Company, Hous- 
ton, Texas and Lloyd F. Than- 
houser, vice president and general 
counsel for Continental Oil Com- 
pany, Houston, Texas. 

The new committee is expected 
to take over activities of the Ameri- 


can Petroleum Industries Commit- 
tee and the Oil Information Com- 
mittee by September 1 when the 
latter groups are dissolved. 

Objectives of the new committee, 
according to API President Frank 
M. Porter, are: 

1) To stimulate the timely dis- 
semination of information concern- 
ing the petroleum industry so that 
public opinion and decisions relat- 
ing to it will be founded in fact. 

2) To develop a climate in which 
a privately-managed and competi- 
tive petroleum industry can _ best 
serve the American people and 
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strengthen the national economy. 

3) To encourage acceptance by 
all those engaged in the petroleum 
industry of their responsibility to 
assist government at all levels in 
matters of public interest affecting 
the industry and its customers. 


Atlantic Refining Names Frick 
Manager for South Louisiana 


Thomas C. Frick, former mana- 
ger of the domestic production divi- 
sion of Atlantic 


Refining Com- 
pany, has been 
named manager 
for the company’s 
South Louisiana 
region. 

He succeeds 


William B. Moore, 
who was recently 
named manager of 
the domestic exploration division. 

Succeeding Frick as manager of 
the domestic production division is 
Forrest W. Turner, former opera- 
tions manager in the Dallas-eastern 
region. 





Frick 


Frick, who graduated from the 
University of Tulsa, joined Atlantic 
in 1941. Turner became affiliated 
with the company in 1934 following 
his graduation from Oklahoma 
A & M College. 


Robert Tucker Gets Position 
With Pan American Branch 

Recently formed Pan American 
International Oil Co. of New York 
has announced the appointment of 
Robert E. Tucker, Calgary, Alberta, 
as purchasing agent. 

Tucker was former division pur- 
chasing agent of Pan American Pe- 
troleum Corporation, parent firm of 
Pan American International. Pan 
American Petroleum is in turn a 
subsidiary of Standard Oil Company 
of Indiana. 

Pan American International, 
which operates in the Eastern 
Hemisphere, recently obtained a 
6177-sq.-mi. concession offshore 
from Iran in the Persian Gulf with 
a record-breaking 75-25 profit split. 

The new purchasing agent began 
with Pan American in 1940. He 
served at Tulsa in the general office 
accounting department from 1947 to 
1950 and became division purchas- 
ing agent at Calgary in 1954. 








Professor to Help Colombia 
Build Conservation Division 


The Colombian government re- 
cently invited Dr. George H. Fan- 
cher, chairman of the University of 
Texas petroleum engineering depart- 
ment, to help organize a department 
of conservation within the Colom- 
bian ministry of 
mines and _ petro- 
leum. 

In addition, Dr. 
Fancher is to aid 
the ministry in 
formulating a na- 
tional policy for 
petroleum conser- 
vation and to sug- 


Fancher 


gest specific stud- 
ies of Colombian 
oil fields. 

Dr. Fancher also represented the 
Colombian republic as official ob- 
server at the meeting of the Inter- 
state Oil Compact Commission in 
Salt Lake City June 23-25. 

Director of Texas Petroleum Re- 
search Committee, his chief research 
interest is secondary recovery of oil. 
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No offshore towing job is too big or too difficult for the powerful towing 
fleet of Nolty J. Theriot, Inc. 


With four big 1200 hp tugs—the Earl of Orleans, Gary R, Nan & Ray 
and Queen Bee, each measuring 73 ft. by 21 ft. by 7 ft—our offshore 
fleet is the finest in the Gulf and is equipped to handle your towing job 
any time, and in any kind of weather. 


For pipeline work, location changes or any offshore operation, consult: 


Volty 4 Sheriot, Se 


MARINE AND TOWING CONTRACTOR 


Golden Meadow, La. 
OFFICE PHONE: 5-5184 P. O. BOX 306 
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Many pitfalls involved in .. . 


Contract Drilling Overseas 


by HARRY H. (SAM) MADLEY 


Santa Fe Drilling Company, Whittier, California 


ONTRACTORS welcome the 

problems and a chance to tackle 
them. If there were no problems 
connected with overseas drilling the 
oil companies would certainly not 
require our services. Nor would they 
continue with our services if we, as 
contractors, did not work out these 
problems with a saving in both 
money and time to the customer. 

The proof that contractors are 
really doing this job is a matter of 
record. As in domestic operations, 
each year contractors supply a 
larger percentage of rig require- 
ments in the foreign field. 

Problems and situations facing 
the contractor working overseas are 
similar in nature to those found in 
the States. The difference is mainly 
one of degree. 

Communications . . . To be in- 
itiated in foreign work is quite an 
experience, fascinating and bewild- 
ering at the same time. One soon 
learns that time schedules and plan- 
ning are of the utmost importance. 
It takes much longer to make your 
plans and transform them into 
working operations. A complete new 
set of rules are required with opera- 
tions partially directed by remote 
control, so to speak, Communica- 
tions take on a broader significance. 
No longer is phone or direct com- 
munication always available with the 
home office; correspondence is gen- 
erally by airmail and cablegram. 
Hurried trips to the home office for 
consultation are possible, but time 
and added expense usually rule this 
out, You can well imagine the frus- 
tration and complications which can 
arise when writing or calling the 
home office to settle matters on 
budgets, new equipment or per- 
sonnel. 

Also, a minimum of two weeks is 
normally required for any exchange 
of ideas through the mail. Faster 
answers require that messages be de- 
livered by radio and cable. This 
method of communication is fine, 
but cablegrams are expensive and 
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economy dictates a conservation of 
words. So quite soon it is apparent 
that one cannot control all the de- 
cisions from the home office. 


Personnel . . . This aspect of 
foreign operations must be accepted 
by the contractor, and he must dele- 
gate more responsibility to local 
managers, superintendents, foremen, 
and drillers. The measure of his 
success in contracting will depend, 
therefore, on the caliber of person- 
nel used to fill each overseas job. 
There has never been a shortage of 
good men for foreign drilling. How- 
ever, transforming such good men 
into effective foreign employees is 
sometimes a problem, and even 
pretty much a gamble. 


Now, why do good oil workers 
seek and accept foreign employ- 
ment? Two enticements are better 
pay and guaranteed pay checks, and 
these are sound reasons, But, on the 
other hand, wishful thinking that 
foreign duty is romantic and an es- 
cape from various state-side prob- 
lems, usually ends the first night one 
arrives on a foreign location. The 
shock is not so bad if the man’s 
family is to join him soon, but when 
he faces twelve months or more of 
service alone in a strange place, he 
begins to question the wisdom of his 
undertaking. So, many of them 
either fail to perform up to par or 
hurry back to the good old U. S. 
This, of course, costs both the man 
and the company money and dis- 
turbs operations. 


To minimize misunderstandings 
and dissatisfaction, job applicants 
are thoroughly checked and inter- 
viewed; and whenever possible, 
wives are also brought into the in- 
terview so the job acceptance will 
be made with all known facts taken 
into consideration. Every effort 
must be made to encourage the ap- 
plicant to make the decision to turn 
down the job while here in the 
States, rather than in the foreign 
country of his assignment. There 
will always be a certain percentage 
of wrong decisioris, however, as it is 
impossible for a man always to know 
how he will react to new environ- 
ments, and, even more important, 
the separation from his family ties. 


It is interesting to note that once 


a man has served a contract over- 
seas, the chances of him failing to 
complete a second are a fraction of 
what they were the first time. You 
can realize, therefore, that after be- 
ing in operation for several years, a 
contractor has developed a roster of 
dependable personnel and has a 
rather complete knowledge of their 
capabilities and past performance. 
From this reservoir, men can be as- 
signed to specific jobs which allow 
the greatest use of their talents. 

Most of the contractor’s foreign 
personnel are the Nationals of the 
particular land in which he is work- 
ing, and problems of any conse- 
quence are usually few and far be- 
tween. Generally speaking, wages 
are good for the National help, and 
they receive just treatment. They 
are mostly employed as derrickmen, 
rotary helpers, mechanic’s helpers, 
truck drivers, laborers, etc. Al- 
though much could be related about 
experiences and minor problems in 
handling this help, it is enough to 
say that without exception, and re- 
gardless of size, skin color, or lan- 
guage, these Nationals perform well 
and soon develop into loyal com- 
pany men. 


Equipment .. . Until a few years 
ago, the contractor’s chief respon- 
sibility was to furnish only the labor, 
with the oil companies supplying the 
drilling equipment. However, this 
type of so-called labor contract is 
rapidly disappearing. Today the 
contractor is more likely to be asked 
to supply men, drilling equipment, 
camp, and trucks, to an extent ap- 
proaching a turn-key operation. 

Drilling equipment is most often 
identical to domestic machinery, al- 
though there are notable exceptions, 
such as the helicopter rigs now in 
operation and in the planning stage. 
The contractor’s investment in 
equipment required for foreign work 
is greatly increased by the need of 
equipment on hand for cementing, 
fishing, coring, testing, logging, run- 
ning casing, etc., and, of course, a 
large stock of spare parts is neces- 
sary for all equipment. The drilling 
operation must be self-sufficient. 
Generally there are no outside serv- 
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With Magcobar on your well... 


you get 
the right 
products 
when you 
need them 


Wherever you drill there’s a 
Magcobar dealer close by. His job 
is to help make drilling your well 
as routine as possible. But, when 
the unforeseen happens, he 

is ready to pitch in even harder. 


The Magcobar dealer stocks the 
emergency materials you might 
need. He has the facilities to get 


them to your well when you 


need them. To get them there fast. 


This extra degree of service from 
the Magcobar dealer is one 

more reason why it pays to use 
Magcobar. When the Magcobar 
team is working for you 

you get the industry's best qualified 
mud engineers, the best drilling 
muds and chemicals — at your 
well when you need them. Be sure 
Magcobar is on your next well. 
Start planning now. 


Magnet Cove Barium Corporation 
Houston, Texas 


Magcobar 


Complete 
DRILLING MUD SERVICE 
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CONTRACT FEEDING 
and HOUSEKEEPING 


for 
Quarter Boats 
Drilling Barges 
Rig Tenders 
Geophysical Boats 


Write, Wire or Call 
for Proposal 


MARINE CATERING 
SERVICE, Inc. 


4501 FRERET ST. 
NEW ORLEANS 15, 
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Contract Drilling. . . 
(Continued from page 34) 


ice companies or specialists avail- 
able to supply equipment. The job 
must be done with the men and 
tools supplied with the rig. 


Amount of investment . . . Drill- 
ing programs in virgin areas usually 
call for deep exploratory wildcats 
which require the most costly equip- 
ment. The rig and accessories will 
weigh well over one thousand tons. 
This is one of several reasons why 
lighter weight equipment and drill 
strings are receiving considerable at- 
tention today. 

The oil companies are primarily 
interested in locating and producing 
oil. Therefore, in addition to quali- 
fied personnel, the contractor is 
called upon to furnish the complete 
drilling setup. One thousand plus 
tons of drilling machinery cost a 
stack of greenbacks; maybe even a 
pile of dollar bills as high as a der- 
rick. This creates, of course, the 
most important factor in contract- 
ing, that is, access to money for in- 
vestment in equipment to make a 
reasonable profit. 

Such rig investment is consider- 
ably higher than in the States, in 
fact some 50 percent to 100 per- 
cent higher, depending on factors 
like the size of the rig, land or water 
operation, and the remoteness of lo- 
cation. Also, as mentioned before, 
the current trend requires the con- 
tractor to assume a greater share 
in the overall operation, such un- 
dertakings to include supplying 
camps and building access roads and 
locations. All of this adds to the 
contractor’s investment and to the 
amount of cash required just to 
maintain each operation. 

Don’t misunderstand me, the con- 
tractor can expect to be reimbursed 
fairly for both the investment and 
his efforts, but the point is that a 
million dollars or more is usually 
required to start such a foreign 
operation. It shouldn’t be necessary 
to explain why the availability of a 
million dollars can be a problem to 
any contractor starting a new 
operation. 


Competition . . . One must be re- 
minded too that along with this 
heavy investment the contractor is 
assuming the obligation of keeping 
his million dollar investment work- 
ing. This may not have weighed so 
heavily on his mind two or three 
years ago but today it will have a 
great bearing on his decisions. The 
slowdown in drilling is not restricted 
to domestic operations. Stop to con- 





sider how offshore contractors in 
the Gulf must be feeling at this time 
with their new multi-million dollar 
offshore rigs going begging for work. 

Added to this sobering outlook, is 
growing competition overseas within 
the ranks, for the number of con- 
tractors has multiplied in recent 
years and there are many others 
waiting for an opportunity to get 
initiated. 

The U. S. contractor is receiving 
strong competition from several 
European contractors, particularly 
in the Mediterranean area where 
high wages paid to U. S. personnel 
can be quite a disadvantage when 
bidding against competition paying 
European wage scales. 

So, along with this large invest- 
ment goes the responsibility of keep- 
ing the equipment busy. Increased 
competition and the fact that for- 
eign jobs are often oceans apart are 
important factors in bidding also. 
Here in the States we are accus- 
tomed to long moves, possibly from 
one state to another, but in foreign 
work the next job may involve mov- 
ing from one side of the earth to 
the other requiring boxing and 
ocean shipment. The contractor 
hopes his idle equipment will fit the 
next available job with regard to 
drilling depth, casing program, camp 
layout, trucking equipment, and 
other special tools; that his price 
will be competitive; and that ship- 
ping schedules will permit him to 
meet the required spud date. 


Transportation of equipment. . . 
Many interesting tales can be told 
of the problems encountered in 
moving equipment to overseas loca- 
tions. To mention just a few—barg- 
ing equipment ashore and across 
rivers, crossing African desert sand 
dunes, crossing ancient bridges with 
loads for which they were never 
designed, using roads made impas- 
sable by torrential rains, floods, etc. 
Roads suitable for heavy trucking 
are so poor and so costly that in 
several areas expensive helicopters 
are being used or considered to re- 
duce exploration costs. 

Several months can elapse from 
the time the contract is awarded 
until drilling operations are com- 
menced, and even before all this 
can happen, the contractor has 
much to learn about the export busi- 
ness. He will need to acquaint him- 
self with the many details of boxing 
and ocean freight. He will learn 
about export and import licenses, 
re-export permits, import duties, 
ocean risk and expropriation insur- 
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Jacket-type structure of concrete cylinder piles supports Magnolia Petroleum Company tank battery. Structures are located 30 miles off 
the coast of Louisiana in 40-ft. water near Eugene Island Block 126 field. Piles, 54-in. diameter, are cross-braced with coated steel pipe. 


Varied offshore structures use .. . 


Concrete Pile Supports 


Prestressed concrete piles give economy plus corrosion protection to 
numerous offshore platforms in Lake Maracaibo and the Gulf of Mexico 


ECAUSE of their strength and 

corrosion resistance, prestressed 
concrete cylinder piles continue to 
gain popularity as foundations for 
offshore structures. They are easy to 
handle and drive—and their section 
moduli permit them to carry large 


loads without need of expensive lat- 
eral bracing. 

Cylinder piles have been used ex- 
tensively to support structures in the 
Gulf of Mexico, Lake Maracaibo, 
Venezuela, and the Gulf of Paria off 
Trinidad. Structures ranging from 


Floating equipment completes construction of 36-well drilling platform for Texas Trinidad 
Company in Gulf of Paria, Trinidad. Supported on about 80 cylinder piles, structure will 
mount a Lee C. Moore derrick capable of drilling six wells from each of six positions. 
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simple derrick bases to complex oil 
production and storage platforms are 
supported on the versatile piles in 
water up to 100 ft. deep. 

Greatest use of concrete piles has 
been in Lake Maracaibo. Here, 
where the highly corrosive water de- 
teriorates steel structures in a few 
years, the concrete cylinder pile has 
gained fast acceptance. More than 
eighty cylinder-pile structures have 
been built there in less than two 
years, and despite current slacken- 
ing in the oil industry, at least an- 
other seventy are under contract. 

Recently Mene Grande Oil Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of Gulf Oil Cor- 
poration, awarded a large contract 
to Raymond-Brown & Root, C. A., 
pioneers in the cylinder pile field, 
calling for the construction of fifty 
concrete deep-water drilling plat- 
forms for central Lake Maracaibo. 
Work has already started at Ray- 
mond-Brown & Root’s new $5 mil- 
lion concrete pile manufacturing 
plant on the shores of Lake Mara- 
caibo, and a production schedule of 
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MR. LE ROUAX: 
The new Cameron “Honest John” 


bean holds metering accuracy 
much longer than conventional 
beans. This means fewer changes 
and greater economy. 


QUESTION: 
How does this new “Honest John” 


bean differ from old style beans? 
MR. LE ROUAX: 

The tapered entrance in the “Hon- 
est John” produces a flow pattern 
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THIS IS ONE WAY TO SAVE 
MONEY ON PRODUCTION COSTS 


Cameron’s Bob Le Rouax, Senior Engineer, Answers 


Questions About the New “Honest John” Choke Bean. 


which does not buck abrasives 
with a sharp edge as in conven- 
tional beans. 

QUESTION: 

Isn’t a sharp edge on the bean 
necessary for metering accuracy? 


MR. LE ROUAX: 

No. There are many ways to get 
accuracy. For a bean with a sharp 
edged entry, of course, a sharp 
edge is essential; however, on 
most wells the edge erodes quick- 
ly, and the bean loses its accu- 
racy. Cameron spent two years 
developing and testing the “Hon- 
est John.” The result is an orifice 
design which is accurate, but 
more important, it retains its ac- 
curacy much longer than conven- 
tional beans. 

QUESTION: 

What are these new beans made 
of? 

MR. LE ROUAX: 

They are available in alloy or 
stainless steel. These fine grain 
steels are made in our own melt 


m PSERE 





shop by the most modern meth- 
ods. With closely controlled heat 
treating they become extremely 
hard and tough. 

QUESTION: 

Do sizes compare with old style 
beans? 


MR. LE ROUAX: 

No. There are several differences. 
Size for size the “Honest John” 
produces 10% to 12% more fluid 
than conventional beans. In the 
smaller sizes, from 2/64 to 12/64, 
each diameter increase gives a 
15% flow increase over the pre- 
ceding size. This means lower 
field inventories and greater flex- 
ibility in range. The maximum 
“Honest John” bore diameter is 
40/64—almost three times as much 
flow capacity as conventional in- 
sert type beans. The generous 
cross section eliminates the 
“Dutchman” problem. 
QUESTION: 

How much instruction will I need 
to change from the old system? 
MR. LE ROUAX: 

None. As an aid, Cameron has 
available for the asking slide rules 
and nomographs for selecting 
bean size where oil and gas ratio 
and tubing head pressures are 
known. We believe that any one 
actively engaged in production 
control will welcome the reduced 
effort, the convenience and econ- 
omy of this new development. 
QUESTION: 

Sounds great, but several of my 
trees are not Cameron products? 
What about these? 

MR. LE ROUAX: 

I’m glad you mentioned that be- 
cause the “Honest John” along 
with our stainless steel adapters 
will fit almost any set-up in use 
today 








Now a description of other com- 
ponents in our coordinated pro- 
duction control equipment group. 
In addition to the “Honest John” 
bean, Cameron has also developed 





the “Big John,” a six inch bean, 
with the same basic design re- 
finements. The “Big John’ fits 
Cameron “H2” Chokes and Cam- 
eron Flow Controllers. 

The “Big John” combination bean 
and seat is a needle valve seat 
and positive choke which saves 
time and money on wells when 
its use is desired. 

As mentioned earlier, the new 
Bean Adapters permit use of the 
“Honest John” with existing Cam- 
eron equipment as well as most 
competitive equipment. Their 
careful manufacture from 
corrosion-resistant stainless steel 
insures years of trouble-free 
performance. 
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Cameron’s new “H2” adjustable 
choke features a pre-loaded pack- 
ing design which greatly increases 
the life of the packing, protects 
the needle threads from contami- 
nation, corrosion and galling, and 
makes the choke considerably 
easier to operate. 

‘The “H2” adjustable choke nee- 
dles and seats are furnished in 
stainless steel as standard equip- 
ment. Hardfaced needles and 
seats are also available on request. 


An “H2” adjustable choke can be 
converted to a positive choke by 
removing the adjustable seat and 
choke bonnet and substituting a 
“BJ” bean or “HJ” bean and 
adapter and a blanking plug. 

In addition to the versatile Type 
“H2” production choke, Cameron 
is now offering new single, dou- 
ble, and dual flow controllers. 
These flow controllers feature a 
new pressure-balanced valve with 
a cast Stellite® alloy seat. Instead 
of simply hardfacing the seat, the 
seat ring is cast, precision ground 





and polished. This procedure in- 
sures a homogeneous material at 
the point of contact and _posi- 
tively does away with leaks. The 
seat and gate engage directly. 
Wear caused by the grinding 
effect of rotating engagements is 
eliminated. 





For easy operation the stem is 
fitted with bearings which may 
be quickly replaced in the field. 
Packing in the “HJ” valve is 
adjustable. 

In closely controlled laboratory 
tests drilling mud with 5% sand 
was circulated through these “HJ” 
valves at 150 psi flowing pressure 
and 1000 psi closed in pressure. 
The valves were opened and 
closed 1000 times. Pressures were 
then elevated to 10,000 psi with- 
out a single valve failure. 





Cameron “HJ” Flow Control 
Valves may also be installed in 
“HD” flow control bodies and 
“H” choke bodies. 

Our goal has always been in- 
creased safety, convenience and 
economy for the users of Cam- 
eron equipment. Today more than 
ever we are happy to help pro- 
ducers everywhere cut costs with 
these new designs. 
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Precast concrete deck frame weighing 60 tons is placed on cylinder pile caps of Lake 
Maracaibo derrick base. Precasting of base components cuts installation time. 
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Derrick base consists of nine 36-in. pile supports, four plumb, four inclined, and a 
center pile for conductor pipe. Precast concrete platform is then set atop the pile caps. 





Simplest pile structure is the derrick base, only large enough for the mast. Here derrick 
hoists cylinder pile from supply barge and positions it for driving for derrick base extension. 
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Concrete Piles. . . 
(Continued from page 37) 


one platform per week has been an- 
nounced. 

This contract will bring to 159 
the total number of offshore struc- 
tures placed in Lake Maracaibo’s 
deep water by R-B-R since the Ven- 
ezuelan government released new 
concessions in the lake two years 
ago. Twenty-five platforms have al- 
ready been built for Mene Grande 
under previous contracts. 

Good reasons for concrete’s special 
popularity in Lake Maracaibo in- 
clude depth of water, and absence 
of extremely high winds. Concrete 
is inexpensive and non-corrosive. 
Structures can be designed for max- 
imum waves of only nine feet, in- 
stead of the 40-ft. waves encoun- 
tered in the shallower and more 
exposed areas of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. This design criterion permits 
construction of deep-water Mara- 
caibo derrick bases on a relatively 
small number of support piles—and 
without lateral bracing. 

Only disadvantages to the use of 
concrete pile structures is the length 
of time it takes to install them (sev- 
eral weeks) and the special equip- 
ment needed for installation. But 
new larger piles now being manu- 
factured and new installation tech- 
niques being tested show promise of 
cutting installation time to a few 
days. 

Pile design . . . The cylinder pile 
is a hollow unit, made of centrifu- 
gally-cast sections strung together 
and tensioned by special cables into 
a high-strength structure. Generally 
36 or 54 in. in diameter, the pile is 
handled and installed by large float- 
ing derricks equipped with special 
piledriving frames and hammers. 

Derrick base . . . Simplest con- 
crete pile structure built in Lake 
Maracaibo is the derrick base. De- 
signed for water depths up to 100 
ft., these bases consist generally of 
nine 36-in. piles, four plumb and 
four inclined to support the struc- 
ture, and a center pile to serve as 
an oil conductor pipe. 

Flow station . . . Another type of 
Lake Maracaibo structure built on 
cylinder piles is the flow station. It 
rests on 16 cylinder piles, eight plumb 
and eight inclined. Five of these 
have already been built in the lake. 

Since the Venezuelan government 
released deep-water concessions two 
years ago, concrete structures have 
been built for Mene Grande Oil Co., 
Phillips Petroleum Company, San 
Jacinto Venezulano, C. A., Vene- 
zuelan Sun Oil Company, Superior 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Pile of jacket steel 
lost to corrosion. 


Corrosion 





Corrosion Control In Offshore Operations 


by O. L. GROSZ 


The California Company, Harvey, Louisiana 


Part Il 


Atmospheric Area . . . Examina- 
tion of the superstructure above the 
splash or tidal area revealed amaz- 
ing results from the original coating 
system used. Very little deteriora- 
tion was noted with only minor pit- 
ting and occasional areas showing 
scattered maximum depth pits of 
approximately 3/32 of an inch. 

The original coating system, 
which is a zinc silicate type material 
was found to be intact in most 
areas. Pipe braces and weld areas 
were found to be in exceptionally 
good condition, and only the upper 
most structural members and the 
under side and top side of the deck 
were damaged. 

These results were most gratify- 
ing and unexpected since the same 
coating system had failed when used 
on two other structures. In fact, the 
manufacturer of the material has 
withdrawn the system from the 
open market because it was so un- 
predictable under these conditions. 

This definitely indicates that pro- 
tective coatings on metal surfaces 
in the atmospheric area will mini- 
mize corrosion losses when and if 
the materials are applied with 
proper surface preparation, han- 
dling procedure and follow up main- 
tenance. 


Conclusions and Protective Pro- 
cedures .. . From the results of this 





This discussion on corrosion was presented 
by Mr. O. L. Grosz at the South Central Re- 
gional Meeting, National Association of Cor- 
rosion Engineers, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
October 1-4, 1957. Mr. Grosz is a member of 
that association. 

Information in the paper is also included in 
a thesis submitted to the department of 
Mechanical Engineering and the Committee on 
Graduate Study and Research at the University 
of Wyoming in partial fulfillment of the re- 
quirements for the degree of Mechanical En- 
gineering, Laramie, Wyoming, 1957. 

NOTE: Stat ts and opinions advanced in 
this paper are individual expressions of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Cali- 
fornia Company. 
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survey and assuming that the data 
is representative of the average cor- 
rosion conditions in the Gulf of 
Mexico the following conclusions 
are made; 


1. The data presented herein, con- 
firms and supplements the informa- 
tion presented in other published 
reports and similar surveys. 

2. While the atmospheric area of 
this structure was in better condi- 
tion than anticipated, it is con- 
cluded that no final decision can be 
drawn from the coating system ap- 
plied to this structure. As pointed 
out in this report, this structure was 
concurrently installed in Bay Mar- 
chand Field with B&C Structures 
and employed the same coating sys- 
tem. These other two structures 
(“B” & “C”) have been periodically 
maintained. Other similar struc- 
tures with a variety of coating type 
systems have also deteriorated at a 
comparable rate as the “B” and “C” 
structures and have required or 
need periodic maintenance. 

There may be several engineering 
hypotheses drawn indicating why 
this particular application on this 
structure held up as well as it did. 


a) Since only one well was drilled 
from this structure over a relatively 
short period of time, the caustic 
drilling muds and mechanical dam- 
age was held to a minimum. Caustic 
muds can be most detrimental to 
the zinc silicate type coatings. 


b) A well planned and properly 
applied shipyard application was re- 
ceived. This fact could have been 
influenced by weather conditions 
and material mixing. 


Atmospheric corrosion in this case 
was alleviated, indicating that pro- 
tective coatings and techniques are 
engineering tools when used prop- 
erly. When so used, a definite pro- 
jected range of effectiveness and 


economy can be achieved. It is im- 
portant to point out areas of weak- 
ness in the coating protection and 
suggest that these be considered in 
future design work when possible. 
If areas of poor design are not cor- 
rected, the application of the best 
possible coating will afford little or 
no protection. The design criteria, 
therefore, should include the maxi- 
mum effort to minimize surfaces 
which are exposed to corrosion or 
which trap moisture. This is par- 
ticularly important in the splash or 
tidal area and inaccessible areas, 
i.e., back-to-back shapes, angles, 
beams and skip welding should be 
eliminated where and when possi- 
ble. This, plus the proper use and 
application of the protective coat- 
ing, will bring about increased divi- 


(Continued on next page) 





Flare pile jacket showing complete and 
scattered pitting. Note complete deteriora- 
tion at water line (lower right). 
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BREAUX 


EQUIPPED 
OILFIELD WORK BOATS 


the Sandy Candy... 

. measures 37'6” x 12'4”. She is 
powered by two 6071A GM engines; 
1.5:1 reduction gear. She attains speeds 
of 34.2 miles per hour at 2250 RPM and 
29.0 miles per hour at 2000 RPM. 


Breaux’s Bay Craft, Inc. 


of Loreauville, Louisiana 
Phone EMerson 4-4540 
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Corrosion Control. . . 
(Continued from preceding page) 


dends in protection and future main- 
tenance. 


3. While the submerged area is 
highly corrosive, with great pit 
depth occurring just below the water 
level, similar studies and _ histories 
show that complete protection of 
this area can be achieved by the 
proper application of cathodic pro- 
tection. 

Cathodic protection was first in- 
troduced by Sir Humphry Davy in 
1824 and is a proven technique for 
protection against electrolic corro- 
sion in sea water, dependent pri- 
marily, however, on proper design 
and maintenance. 

Several methods are available to 
apply cathodic protection. The ma- 
jority of structures in the Gulf of 
Mexico are being protected with ex- 
pendable type magnesium anode in- 
stallations. Most of the structures in 
the Bay Marchand Field, however, 
are protected by rectifiers and 
graphite anode beds or holders. 

The costs for the rectifier type 
installation have varied from $.15 
to $.18 per square foot for the 
initial installation and the operating 
costs are estimated to be from $.06 
to $.10 per square foot per year 
based on a 10 year period, depend- 
ing on power cost, storm damage, 
and other intangibles. The cost for 
expendable type magnesium anodes 
have varied from $.06 to $.08 per 
square foot for the initial installa- 
tion and will require a replacement 
cost of approximately $.05 to $.07 
per square foot every 2% to 3 
years, depending primarily on storm 
damage. 

Both methods of cathodic protec- 
tion are proven criteria and should 
be utilized. The choice of methods 
should be based on the local condi- 
tions, current requirements and 
availability of power. 

4. There is little doubt that this 
structure has remained standing in 
in the Gulf of Mexico the last few 
years only by the virtue of the pil- 
ing. The jacket at the water line 
was for all structural purposes dis- 
integrated. 

The two most successful methods 
to date for combating this high rate 
of deterioration are monel sheathing 
and double plating. 

Double plating has been used ex- 
tensively on small units, but the 
additional weight hampers its use 
on large platforms. Also the lack of 
adequate data about corrosion rates 
has made this method questionable. 
With the use of double plating the 





Jacket columns subjected to the outside 
wave and mechanical damage show total 
deterioration. Several columns in this area 
collapsed when the pile was pulled. 


maximum penetration rate must be 
used and not the average corrosion 
rate. The initial cost of this type 
installation will average approxi- 
mately $.30 per pound of steel. 

Monel sheathing installed on ini- 
tial fabrication has proved to be a 
practical method. Weight is de- 
creased, and monel will withstand 
sea-water-corrosion. It is subjected 
to mechanical damage, however, 
and offshore repair is expensive. 
The initial cost of installation has 
averaged from $4.80 to $5.25 per 
square foot depending on the cost 
and gauge of the monel sheathing. 

There is some question as to how 
much corrosion can or does take 
place behind the sheathing if and 
when the sheet is torn or penetrated. 
This has not been conclusively de- 
termined, but it is felt to be greatly 
reduced depending of course on the 
size of the damaged area. This can 
be correlated to this study, as the 
piling were found to be in good 
shape opposite the deteriorated area 
of the jackets (structure and flare 
pile). This was undoubtedly due to 
the fact that the water trapped in 
these areas becomes stagnant and 
dissolved oxygen is dissipated. 

Several operators are testing other 
special materials but nothing con- 
clusive has been reported. Wrought 
iron has been used on several units, 
but placing this material in areas of 
mechanical damage is in opposition 
to its corrosion-by-product protec- 
tion for which it is noted. 

5. Overlooking corrosion protec- 
tion can be a critical mistake on any 
structure. It may become necessary 
to live with offshore drilling plat- 
forms for many years more than an- 
ticipated initially. If a little extra 
time, care and materials are used to 
guard against corrosion, many dol- 
lars now wasted will be converted 
into profits. 
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Combination rig handles . . . 


Offshore Drilling, Producing and Storage 


8 pimp oil field development 
is one of the main topics of in- 
terest to the petroleum world, A 
number of various types of drilling 
rigs have been devised and actually 
put into operation throughout the 
world. In the exploitation of the 
offshore oil field, however, there are 
numerous difficulties. Among the 
more severe ones are strong winds 
and swell on the sea caused by ty- 
phoon and monsoon, and scouring 
by force of waves at the bottom of 
the sea. 

The writer, a technical expert in 
the field of harbor improvement, has 
studied these problems carefully 
over the past 35 years of harbor 
and oil storage tank construction 
work in Japan, China and Sumatra. 
Recently he has devised a unique 
offshore drilling rig which in addi- 
tion to drilling wells provides sub- 
marine oil tanks capable of storing 
as much as 500,000 barrels of oil. 
This unit will be able to operate in 
from 66-ft. to 165-ft. waters. The 
writer has applied for patents on 
this unit design in Japan, VU. S. A., 
England, West Germany and Italy. 

The actual rig design described 
in this paper and pictured in the 
accompanying drawings is capable 
of being towed across the ocean and 
drilling a well and producing and 
storing up to 215,000 barrels of oil 
at an offshore site in up to 100 ft. 
of water. For increased capacities 
dimensions of design members could 
easily be enlarged. 

Tank Compartments , . . Tanks 
are composed of inner compart- 


by DR. SABURO OKABE 


President of Toa Harbor Works Company 


Former Professor of Tokyo University 


ments, outer compartments and leg 
pillars. Inner compartments consist 
of two cylinders set in parallel. Each 
cylinder is 40 ft. in diameter, 22 ft. 
in length with 1-in. steel walls. 
These tanks will be able to endure 
considerable pressure and will have 
a buoyancy equal to the total weight 
of the equipment. The cylinders are 
stronger against inside pressure than 
against outside pressure, so cylin- 
ders are charged with compressed 
air when the rig is submerged. 
Water valves are located at the bot- 
toms of the cylinders and air and 
oil pipes at the tops. All valves are 
operated from the operating room. 
The cylinders are also connected by 
valves to the leg pillars. 

Outer compartment . Outer 
compartment is used as oil storage 
area when unit is submerged. Steel 
plate for this compartment is 34-in. 
thick. This outer compartment is 
divided into six chambers by three 
bulkheads; one installed lengthwise 
at the center and two others cross- 
wise at the bow and the stern re- 
spectively. Each chamber has a 
large water valve at the bottom, 
manipulated from the deck. During 
submerging and raising operations, 
these water valves are opened so 
that sea water freely passes in and 
out, keeping the compartment safe 
from excessive water pressure. 

Four pipes for air and oil are in- 
stalled on the top, and valves con- 
nect this compartment with the leg 
pillars as in the case of inner com- 
partment. 

Leg pillars . 


. - Six hollow cylin- 





tanker service. 


harbor installation. 





ADVANTAGES OF RIG DESIGN 
1. Submerged oil tanks form the major structural parts of this equipment. 


2: Tanks are designed to always be filled with oil and/or water, reducing the pressure 
differential stress that must be designed for. 


3. This rig can be engaged in offshore drilling and producing operations independently 
without any communications with the land. 


4. Produced oil can be stored in the unit’s own tanks, eliminating the need for continuous 
5. Tankers can be moored any place near the drilling rig, eliminating the need for a 


6. Expense of pipe lines and onshore storage tanks is also eliminated. 


7. The designer has devoted a large percentage of his time and energy during the last 
35 years toward the problems of earthquakes, tidal waves, hurricanes and monsoons, 
and believes his rig design is completely safe from these disasters. 
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drical leg pillars, each 23-ft. in di- 
ameter, convenient length and of 
7-in. steel plate, support the whole 
rig submerged, and are also used as 
oil storage tanks. They are con- 
nected with both inner and outer 
compartments by valves. 

Weight of the drilling rig: 

Inner and outer oil 


compartments ......3750 tons 
ee. ee 1940 tons 
Operating building ... 700 tons 
Machinery .......... 400 tons 
Concrete ballast ...... 9000 tons 
Sand ballast ......... 2700 tons 

Total Weight ..... 18,490 tons 
SEE: ned necerins an hac 23 feet 


Concrete and Sand Ballasts . . 
Ballasts are laid at the bottom to 
keep balance when submerging and 
raising, but when moving the rig, 
sand ballast is loaded on deck for 
towing stability. 

Submerging the rig . . . To sub- 
merge the drilling rig, lay sand 
ballast at the bottom, open a water 
valve at the bottom of the outer 
compartments, then water will fill 
the outer compartments and the 
unit will sink to the top of the lower 
tank hull. Then charge compressed 
air into the inner compartments until 
the air and water pressure become 
equal for the depth of water the 
unit is in (100 ft.). Lastly, open a 
water valve set at the bottom of the 
leg pillars, then sea water comes in 
the pillars gradually and the rig 
settles gently to the bottom of the 
sea. 

After submerging, compressed air 
should be exhausted from the inner 
compartments and their valves 
opened. Thus, after inner compart- 
ments are filled with water all three 
inner, outer and pillar compart- 
ments are filled, fixing the unit to 
the sea bottom. 

Operating building . . . Crew- 
quarters and operations building are 
constructed atop the leg pillars, 45 
ft. above the surface of the sea. The 
building is two storied: Each floor 
contains 17,800 square feet. Floors 
are 85 ft. wide, 210 ft. long and 
15 ft. high. First level will contain 
the draw-works, mud-pumps, diesel 


(Continued on next page) 
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This rig is designed to drill for oil in up to 100 ft. of open water virtually unattended. It is then capable of producing the well and 
storing up to 215,000 barrels of oil at a time. The kilogram-meter unit of measure is used in this drawing instead of the foot-pound unit. 


Combination Rig. . . 
(Continued from preceding page) 
generators, air compressors, distil- 
ling plant, water tank, fuel oil tank 
and crew quarters. Second floor will 
contain a crane, warehouses, pipe 
racks and offices and quarters for 
the superintendent and captain. In 
addition, atop of each leg pillar is 
a machinery room in which oil 
pumps and various valves are fixed. 

During submerging and raising 
operations only 400 tons of ma- 
chinery including draw-works are 
installed on the derrick floor. The 
remaining tools and materials are 
loaded after the tanks are sub- 
merged. 

Drilling operations . . . If a pro- 
ducing well is drilled, the oil is 
pumped into the oil tanks of the 
inner and outer compartments and 
into the leg pillars. The inflow of 
oil forces the water to drain out 
through the valve set at the bottom 
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of each compartment. When oil is 
transferred to tankers, water comes 
up through these water valves, and 
the oil surface stops higher than sea 
water line due to the difference of 
specific gravities between oil and 
water. A float is installed at the 
inlet of the oil pump so that oil 
will always be suctioned from the 
surface of the stored oil. 

To avoid the up and down of the 
oil surface due to ebb and flow of 
the sea, you have only to shut 
tightly the floor of the pump room 
situated on top of the leg pillars. 

A number of conductor pipes for 
directional drilling can be inserted 
on this rig. Thus several producing 
wells could be used to keep the 
storage of the unit filled. 

For moving to nearby drill sites 
drilling is suspended at the first site 
and connecting pipes are detached. 
Crude oil stored in the tanks is 
transferred to tankers. Then com- 
pressed air is charged into the inner 


compartment and the water inside 
drained out. Finally, compressed air 
is charged into the outer compart- 
ment and the bow leaves the ocean 
floor, a few feet, while the stern is 
still touching ground. In this state, 
the rig is skidded forward by a 
winch, little by little to the second 
drill site. Thus the platform can 
move around and drill dozens of 
wells with little outside help. 

Needless to say, if there is no 
prospect for oil at the first drill site 
you can lift the rig to the surface 
and tow it to another site. 

Construction cost for this rig, ex- 
cept, drilling machinery will be $2 
million including the use of around 
6400 tons of steel. 

By adopting this rig design, econ- 
omy of offshore operations can be 
effected not only through reduced 
initial rig costs but also by elimi- 
nating the need for pipelines, on- 
shore storage tanks, or even contin- 
uous supply boat attendance. 
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Submersible drill barge LOUISIANA is of a 
Friede & Goldman elevated deck sloping hull 
design, 180 ft. by 151 ft. by 12 ft. by 82 
ft. vertical clearance. Distance from bottom 
of the hull to the rotary table is 100 ft. 
Maximum operating ‘depth in non-hurricane 
season is 67 ft. 


Ingalls built... 


Submersible 
Drill Barge 


Louisiana 


Louisiana-Delta Offshore’s new- 
est addition to the Offshore drill- 
ing fleet is capable of drilling 
past 20,000 feet in 67 ft. waters. 


NGALLS Shipbuilding Corpora- 

tion has recently completed a 
deep water submersible drilling barge 
for the Louisiana-Delta Offshore 
Corporation. The unit is of a Friede 
& Goldman elevated deck sloping 
hull design, 180 ft. by 151 ft. by 12 
ft. with 82 ft. vertical clearance. 
From the bottom of the hull to the 
rotary table is 100 ft. and the drill- 
ing slot is 32 ft. by 34 ft. The unit 
has a maximum operating depth of 
67 ft. of water during non-hurricane 
season. 

Drilling equipment . .. Draw- 
works aboard the Louisiana is a 
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Model U-1220-BE Unit drawworks 
powered by two 685 hp Alco mo- 
tors. A coring reel is mounted on 
the Drawworks. 

Derrick is a 142 ft. Lee C. Moore 
standard cantilever type with a mil- 
lion pound load capacity, mounted 
on a six and a half foot by 34 ft. 
by 56 ft. substructure designed to 
drill three wells on eight foot cen- 
ters. 

The rotary is a Unit Rig 27% 
table. The unit is also equipped with 
a Reagan 6-M 50-500 block grooved 
for 1% in. line. Hook is a Byron 
Jackson 5450 Hydraplex, and swivel 






























is a Gray Oil Tools Model B-44. 
Slips, elevators and spider were also 
furnished by the Byron Jackson 
Tool Company. 

The units Cameron-Hydrill blow- 
out preventer system is actuated by 
a Koomey four stage control system 
with a remote control in the engine 
room. Unit also has a Payne b.o.p. 
testing unit. 

Mud system . . . The Louisiana 
is equipped with two D-1000 Emsco 
mud pumps powered by 600 hp Alco 
electric motors. 

Shale shaker is a Thompson dou- 

(Continued on next page) 
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Lovisiana—Delta. . . 
(Continued from preceding page) 


ble shaker with two 3 hp explosion 
proofed electric motors. 

The mud system has two 300 bar- 
rel active mud pits with agitators 
and two 300 barrel mud tanks with 
bottom tank mud guns. 


For dry bulk mud storage the 
unit has 3 Delta Air Slide tanks 
with a 500 sack capacity. There is 
also space for 5000 sacks of bulk 
mud and chemicals. 


Two 1000 sack Delta Air Slide 
tanks are also filled with bulk ce- 
ment for use by the two T10 Halli- 
burton cementing units. 

Drilling water tanks hold 4100 
barrels. 

A Byron Jackson 6 in. centrifugal 
mud-mixing pump and a Dorrco 
De-Sander round out the system. 

Power . . . Diesel-electric power 
for the deep drilling unit is pro- 
vided by three Alco 6-cylinder 850 
hp diesel electric generator sets. 

The first skid mounted set powers 
two 500 kw-de generators, the sec- 
ond powers two dc generators and 
one 250 kw-ac generator and the 
third set powers one dc generator 
and one ac generator. 

Power for the light plants and 











Diesel-Electric powered LOUISIANA is designed to utilize almost 4000 hp to drill past 


20,000 ft. in up to 67 ft. waters. Movable substructure allows three wells to be drilled 


without platform changing location. 


auxiliary equipment is provided by 
two 250 kw-ac generators working 
off number 2 and 3 skids. 

Auxiliary equipment ... Four 
10,000 pound anchors on 1% in. 
50,000 pound test lines are used to 
anchor the submersible unit on lo- 
cation. 

One 35 ton Link Belt Whirley 
crane and a 20 ton Whirley are 
used to handle pipe and supplies on 
deck. Both cranes are diesel pow- 
ered. 

Unit is also equipped with a Osci- 


lating type Schlumberger unit 
mounted 60 ft. from the derrick 
floor. 

Potable water storage tanks hold 
850 barrels and the barge has two 
300-gallon-an-hour Meco distilla- 
tion units in addition. 

Diesel fuel tanks hold 850 barrels 
of fuel. 

Crew quarters . . . The Louisiana 
has modern air conditioned quarters 
for 40 men. A helicopter deck large 
enough for the largest helicopter is 
located atop the crew quarters. 
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Mobile Units, Tenders, 
And Self-Contained Platforms 
Gulf Coast Area 


OWNER 


Barnwell Offshore, Inc. 
Self-elevating 
176’ x 176’ x 152’ with 
three 145’ legs 


Blue Water Drilling Corp. 
Submersible 


The California Company 
Submersible 
11’ x 90’ x 156’ with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons 


The California Company 
Submersible 
12’ x 90’ x 190’, with four 
4’ x 24’ x 50’ pontoons 


, ~ ree Marine Exploration 
0, 

Submersible 

230’ x 99’ with 54’ 

between fixed hulls 


Coral Drilling Company 
Submersible 
180’ x 151’ x 84’ with four 
pontoons 


Deepwater Exploration Co. 
Self-elevating 
overall 121’ x 118’ 


Delta Marine Drilling Co. 
Submersible 


Dixilyn Drilling Corp. 
Self-elevating 
194’ x 152° overall. 
Three 175’ legs 


C. G, Glasscock Drilling Co. 
Self-elevating. Deck 
256’ x 104’, pad 200’ x 180’ 
with four 10’ dia. columns 


Gulf Marine Drilling, Inc. 
Submersible 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 
13’ x 54’ x 160’ with two 
13’ x 14’ x 110’ pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersibte 
13%2' x 72’ x 140’ with two 
132’ x 13/2’ x 140’ pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 
142’ x 69’ x 13’6", with two 
10’ x 11’ x 146’ pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Submersible 


Louisiana-Delta Offshore Corp. 
Submersibie 
180’ x 151’ x 12’ 


Louisjana-Delta Offshore Corp. 
Submersible 
156’ x 90’ 


Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
(Drill barge on piling) 


Marine Drilling Inc. 
Submersible 
12’ x 74’ x 200’ with four 
fixed pontoons 


Movible Offshore Co. 
Robert Macy Design 
201’ x 211’ x 110’ 


Noble Barge Co. 
Twin-hull submersible 
217’ x 100’ 
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WATER 
NAME DEPTH 


“Mister Cap’’ 

To 100’ 
Rig No. 1 70’ 
S-45 
S-55 


“M & H To 30’ 
Drilling 

Platform 

No. 12” 


‘Mr. Arthur’’ 
To 


70 
‘Deepwater 
No. 2” 


“Chris To 35’ 
Zeppa”’ 


“Julie Ann’’ 
To 105’ 


“Mr. Gus Il’ 138 


Rig No. 1 30’ 
Rig 40 To 20’ 
Rig 44 To 40’ 
Rig 45 To 35’ 
Rig 46 To 70’ 
Rig 47 To 70’ 
Drill To 65’ 
Barge 

Louisiana 

Drill To 25’ 
Barge 

Delta 

Rig 52 

“ai” To 45’ 


“Movible To 80 
No. 2” 


“Lloyd Noble 
S-66" To 100’ 


PRESENT STATUS 


Drilling for Sinclair-Sohio, 
Block 153, Ship Shoal Area 


Drilling in Block 78, Vermil- 
lion Area, for Austral Oil 


Bay Marchand, La., Rowan 
Drilling Co., contractor 


Bay Marchand, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilling Company 


Shut down, Terrebonne Bay 


Drilling in Block 23, S. Tim- 
balier Area, California Com- 
pany. 


Completely salvaged unit at Le- 
Tourneau, Vicksburg yard 


Waiting on Location 


Well plugged & abandoned 
6-6-58. Drilling Barge still 
on location 


In Block 48, West Delta Area, 
Waiting on Location 


Drilling La. State Lease 
1483 for Gulf 


Waiting on Location, Eugene 
Island Area 


Drilling in Block 28, Ship 
Shoal area for Kerr-McGee 
et al. 


Moving to Block 48, Main 
Pass for An-Son Offshore 
Drilling Company 


Drilling in Block 39, Vermilion 
Area for Pure Oil Co. 


Drilling for Phillips Petroleum 
Company, Block 40, West 
Cameron 


Christened April 8, 1958 


Waiting on location for The 
Texas Company 


Out of service 


Waiting on location, Timbalier 
area 


Drilling for John W. Mecom, 
West Cameron Area 


Being built at Avondale Marine 
Ways 


LOSS 

















— included in your 
offshore oil insurance 


YOUR INSURANCE AGENT knows the 
importance of experienced handling in 
arranging proper coverage, and he 
knows how much the proper servicing 
of losses can mean to you. For this 
reason he will probably recommend 
placing the insurance on your offshore 
oil drilling and production equipment 
with a specialized market such as 
Southern Marine. 


Southern Marine’s Loss Prevention 
Service, included at no extra cost, 
is geared to work with you in pre- 
venting loss in order to reduce fu- 
ture insurance costs and prevent 
equipment down-time. Even with 
full reimbursement for loss or dam- 
age, equipment down-time knocks 
out your income. Ask those who use 
Southern Marine Loss Prevention 
Service how well it works. 





PREVENTION 


& AVIATION UNDERWRITERS, INC. 


610 Poydras Street, TUlane 5266, New Orleans 12 


L. K. GIFFIN LEE M. STENTZ FRED L. KRIEDT 
President Vice President Vice President 
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INSURANCE 
ADJUSTERS OF AVERAGE 


Facilities for handling insurance requirements 


for the Marine, Shipping and Oil Industries. 


DEEP SEA @ OFFSHORE 
INLAND WATERS 
World Wide Service 


ADAMS & PORTER 


ESTABLISHED 1907 


Cotton Exchange Bldg. Phone: CApitol 7-5181 
Cable Address: ADPORT 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

and at 
NEW YORK MARACAIBO SAO PAULO 
RIO DE JANEIRO 
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“THERE'S BEEN SOME M/X-UP BETWEEN 
RIVAL TOW/NG COMPAN/ES.” 
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OWNER 
Ocean Drilling & Exploration 


company 
Submersible 
200’ x 300’ x 98’ 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration 


Company 


Submersible 
132’ x 220’ x 58’ 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration 
Company 

Submersible 

120° x 180’ x 49 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration 
Company 

Submersible 

200’ x 300’ x 93’ 


Ocean Drilling & Exploration 
Com 


Submersible 
120’ x 180’ x 50’ 


The Offshore Company 
Self-elevating 
82’ x 70’ x 203’ with 
twelve 6’ dia. caissons 


The Offshore Company 
Self-elevating 
13%‘ x 117’ x 220’ with 
fourteen 6° dia. caissons 


The Offshore Company 
Submersible 
12’ x 74’ x 200’ with 
four 6’ dia. caissons 


The Offshore Company 
Self-elevating 
200’ x 104’ x 15’ with 
eight 12’ dia. towers 


The Offshore Company 
Self-elevating 
200’ x 104’ x 15’ with 
eight 12’ dia. towers 


The Offshore Company 
Self-elevating 


Penrod Drilling Company 
Submersible 
150’ x 190’ 


Placid Oil Co. 
Twin submersible hulls, 
each 72’ x 178’ 


Reading & Bates Offshore 
Drilling Company 
Self-elevating 


Rimrock Tidelands, Inc. 
Submersible 


Sea Drilling Corp. 
Submersible 


Sea Drilling Corp. 
Submersible 


Southeastern Drilling Corp. 
Submersible 
11’ x 90’ x 156’ with four 
pontoons 


Trans-Gulf Offshore Drilling, 
Inc. 


Self-elevating 


Union Producing Co. 
Submersible 
160’ x 190’ 


Universal Drilling Company 
Self-elevating 


Zapata Off-Shore Company 


Self-elevating. 194° x 152’ 


overall. Three 145’ legs 


Zapata Off-Shore Company 
Self-elevating. 20’ x 80’ x 
140’, with three triangular 
legs 


WATER 
NAME DEPTH 


“El Dorado” 
To 70’ 


‘Mr. Charile’’ 40’ 
“John 30’ 
Hayward” 

‘“Margaret’’ To 60’ 
“St. Louis’ To 30 
Mobile Unit 

No. 51 
Mobile Unit 

No. 52 
Mobile Unit 

No. 53 
Mobile Unit 

No. 54 
Mobile Unit 

No. 55 


Mobile Unit 
No. 56 


“Jim To 70’ 
Woodruff’ 


Unnamed To 100’ 


“C. E. Thornton’’ 
To9 
“Rimtide’’ To 35’ 


“Seadrill 2” 30’ 


““Seadrill 3” 30’ 
Rig 22, Barge 8 


“Trans-Gulf 75’ 
No. 10” 


Unnamed To 76’ 


“Mr. To 130’ 
Louie’ 


“Vinegar- To 80’ 
roon’’ 


“Scorpion” 





PRESENT STATUS 


Drilling for CIMA, Gulf of 
Campeche, Mexico 


Drilling for Shell Oil, Block 
27, South Pass Area 


Drilling for self, et al. Block 
9, East Cameron Area 


Drilling for Shell, Block 27, 
South Pass 


Drilling for Shell, Block 27 
South Pass Area 


Bayou Bouef Louisiana 


Block 129-A, Eugene Island 
Area 


Block 67, West Cameron Area 


Block 22, S. Timbalier Area 


Panama 


Under Construction by Amer- 
Ican Bridge, Orange, Texas 


On location in Bay Marchand 
Area 


Being bullt by Levingston at 
Orange 


Drilling for Gulf Oi! Corpora- 
tion, Block 21, South Timba- 
lier Area 


Completed in May, 1958 En 
Route to location, Block 49, 
Main Pass Area, Plaquemines 
Parish, Louisiana 


Drilling for Union Oil & Gas 
Corp. of Louisiana, High Is- 
land Area 


Drilling for The Texas Co., 
South Timbalier Area 


Drilling for The Texas Com- 
pany, Southwest Marsh Island 


Christened March 7 at 
Adams Terminal, Houston, 
Texas 


Under construction at Todd 
Shipyards Corp., Houston 


Under construction by Port 
Houston Iron Works 


Drilling for Standard Oil Com- 
pany of Texas, Block 140-1, 
off Coast of Galveston, Texas 


On location Cay Sal Bank, 
Bahamas 
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Drilling Tenders 


OWNER 


An-Son Offshore Drilling Co. 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Coastal-Marine Drilling and 
Construction Corp. 
New tender, 272’ x 56’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


CATC Group 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Deepwater Exploration Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Delta Marine Drilling Co. 
Converted LST, 326’ x 50’ 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
New tender 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Gulf Ol! Corporation 
New tender, 272’ x 60’ 


Humble Oi! & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oi! & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oi! & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oi! & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oi! & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
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WATER 

NAME DEPTH PRESENT STATUS 

“Carl B. Block 27, Bay Marchand 

Anderson’ 

S-21 22’ Bay Marchand, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilling Co. 

S-22 100’ Vermilion Area, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilling Co. 

S-23 45’ Bay Marchand, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilling Co. 

S-24 37’ West Delta Area, Louisiana, 
Noble Drilling Co. 

S-25 39’ West Delta, Louisiana, 
Loffland Bros. rig 

S-26 23’ Main Pass, Louisiana, 
Loffland Bros. rig 

Howard S. Cole Building platform and prepar- 

Jr. Coastal- ing to drill in Block 27, South 

Mariner No. 1 Timbalier Area 


“J. C. Craig’’ 50’ Drydock 
“Carle Sharp 72’ Drydock 


“Ernie Miller’ 50’ Drydock 


“Jack Drydock 

Cleverley’ 

‘Deepwater Block 174, Ship Shoal _ 

No. 1” we EEE 

“Joseph 42’ Stacked 

Zeppa’’ 

‘Dolphin’ Completed, placed in moth 
ball fleet at Orange, Tex., 
engines pickeled, and rig 
stacked 

“Eagle’’ 118’ Rig stacked at Morgan City, 
Louisiana 


‘Pelican’ 136’ Rig stacked at Morgan City, 


Louisiana 

ST-1 50’ Standing by 

ST-2 40'-50’ Standing by 

ST-3 60’-65’ Standing by 

ST-4 40’-50’ Standing by 

ST-5 40’-50’ At Orange, Texas for storage 
ST-6 40’-50’ Standing by 

ST-7 50’ Standing by 

ST-8 60'-65’ Standing by 

ST-9 40’-50’ Standing by 

ST-10 40’-50’ Standing by 

ST-11 40’-50’ Standing by 

ST-12 45'-60' South Timbalier Area 





This EQUITY-SASGEN 
Pneumatie Powered Derrick 
is designed especially 

for Offshore Oil 
> Producing 




































Ideal for 
Wharves, Docks, 
Platforms and 

for Handling Cargo, 
Supplies, Boats, etc. 


Available for hand, 
electric, engine or pneu- 
matic power. Can also 

be used with worm-driven 
truck winches. Other types 
and sizes available. Advise 
your requirements. We will 
quote to meet your needs. 


PROMPT DELIVERY * DEPT. R 
EQUITABLE EQUIPMENT CO. 


410 CAMP STREET 


INC. 


M & M BLDG. 
HOUSTON °* CA 2-2203 
os 
1038 4th Street 
Gretna, La. 

FOrest 1-1861 
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WATER 
NAME DEPTH 


OWNER 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. ““Kermac I’ 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ Rig 16 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
New Tender, 250’ x 50’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
New Tender, 250’ x 50’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 


““Kermac II’ 
Rig 43 


‘“Kermac III’ 
Rig 48 


“Frank Phillips’’ 


Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ Rig 39 
Llano Drilling Company “Clayton G. 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ Dorn” 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. “Gulf Coast 


(Converted YF) 


Barge No. 2” 


MCN Group MODT-1 
Converted YF 

MCN Group MOT-2 
Converted YF 

MCN Group MOT-3 
Converted YF 

MCN Group MDT-4 
Converted YF 

MCN Group MOT-5 
Converted YF 

MCN Group MDT-6 
Converted YF 

MCN Group MDT-7 
Converted YF 

Pan American Petroleum Corp. ‘*Pan American 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 50” 


Phillips Petroleum Company 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


Reading & Bates Offshore 
Drilling Company 


Reading & Bates Offshore 


“K. S. Adams’ 24’ 
Rig 40 
‘J. W. Bates” 


“George M. 


Drilling Company Reading’ 
Southeastern Drilling Corp. Rig 12, 
Converted YF Barge 9 


Zapata Off-Shore Company 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


‘Nola No. 1’ 


PRESENT STATUS 
Waiting on Location 
Waiting on location 
Waiting on location 
Waiting on location 
In Drydock 
Orange, Texas 
Out of Service 
Block 64, East Cameron Area, 
Well A-6 Drilling 


Out of Service 


Service 


Service 


onal 


Out of Service 


Oo 
c 
+ 
°o 
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Service 


27’ Block 72, Ship Shoal 


Well H-1, drilling 


Area, 


Orange, Texas 


Bay Marchand, Block 5 


60’ Drilling for CATC, Block 123, 


Vermillion Area 


60’ Drilling for Shell Oil Co., 


Block 175, Eugene Island Area 


Shut down, Industrial Canal, 
New Orleans, Louisiana. 


16’ At Galveston, walting on 


location 


Self-Contained Platforms 


DESCRIP- 
COMPANY TION 


Brewster Bartle Off-Shore Co. 


CATC Group 106’ x 220’ 
CATC Group 110’ x 146’ 
CATC Group 110’ x 146’ 
CATC Group 110’ x 146’ 
CATC Group 110’ x 146’ 
CATC Group 110’ x 146’ 
Dixilyn Drilling Corp. 120’ x 145’ 
Rig #7 
Forest Oil Corp. 
Gulf Oi! Corporation 120’ x 145’ 


50 


YEAR 
BUILT 


1955 
1956 
1956 
1957 
1957 
1957 


1956 


1957 


WATER 

LOCATION DEPTH 
Block 30, West Delta 50’ 
Block 47, Grand Isle, La. 95’ 
Block 40, Grand Isle 82’ 
Block 45, West Delta 50’ 
Block 47, Grand Isle 88’ 
Block 45, West Delta 50’ 
Block 48, Grand Isle 97' 


Rig removed and in storage 
at Dupont’s Bayou Bouef yard 


Block 4, E. Cameron, Gulf Marine 
Drilling Inc, (power-package rig) 


Rig Stacked at Morgan 
City, La 





DESCRIP- YEAR 


COMPANY TION BUILT 
Humble Oi! & Refg. Co. 78'x 200° 1956 
Rig # 50 
Humble Oi! & Refg. Co. 1958 
Rig # 54 
Mecom Petroleums 82’ x 193’ 1948 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 85’ x 140’ 1955 


Phillips Petroleum Co. 889’ x 140’ 


Phillips Petroleum Co. 88'9’ x 140’ 


Phillips Petroleum Co. 


88'9"' x 140’ 


Phillips Petroleum Co. 88'9" x 140’ 


Pure Oil Company 
Converted LST 


328’ x 50’ 


Pure Oil Company 52’ x 106’ with 


51’ x 82’ pipe rack 


Shell-Humble 115’ x 135’ 
Shell Oil Company 115’ x 135’ 
Shell Oil Company 55’ x 110’ 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 112’ x 133’ 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 118’ x 142’ 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 118’ x 142° 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 118’ x 142" 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 80’ x 180’ 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. 
(L Shaped) 

The Superior Oil Co. 138’ x 326’ 
The Superior Oil Co 96' x 225' 


1956 


1956 


1957 


1958 


1957 


1958 


1958 


1958 


1956 


1957 


1957 


1955 


1955 


1958 





WATER 
LOCATION DEPTH 
J Platform, Block 16, 50’ 


Grand Isle Area 


D Platform, Block 54, 
South Timbalier Area 


34’ 


Rig removed from platform 


Block 184, Eugene Island 84’ 
Area, vacated, platform remains 


Block 129-A, Eugene Is- 52’ 
land Area, La. Platform 
Inactive 

Block 172, Eugene Island 77’ 
Area. Vacated platform 

Block 191, Eugene Island. 81’ 
Platform inactive 

Block 129, Eugene Island 57’ 
Area. Company tools 

Orange, Texas 

Well completed, rig removed 72’ 
Block 188, Eugene 68’ 
Island Area 

Block 192, West 56’ 
Cameron Area 

Block 176, Eugene Island 86’ 
Area 

Block 86, South Timbalier 92’ 
Area, Rimrock Tidelands, 
contractor 

Block 175, Eugene Island 85’ 
Area 

Block 190, Eugene Island 72' 


Area. Rimrock Tidelands, 
contractor 


In storage at McDermott Bayou 
Bouef yard 


Block 15, South Timbalier. 
No rig in operation 


Block 175, Eugene Island Area 


Block 71, West Cameron. 48’ 
Well B-6 (directional) 
Block 76, Vermilion Area. 21’ 


Well B-1 Moving on Location— 
structure completed 
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Contract Drilling. . . 
(Continued from page 36) 


ance, foreign workmen’s compensa- 
tion, foreign corporation laws and 
taxes, personal income tax laws, and 
various other related matters. Also, 
he will find out about the so-called 
soft currencies if he deals with oil 
companies whose headquarters are 
located in “soft currency” countries. 
In order to be competitive, he will 
probably accept European “‘soft cur- 
rency” for services and will learn 
of means whereby he can make use 
of these currencies. 


You can appreciate the time and 
effort spent by the contractor in 
developing a working knowledge of 
overseas operations. Time will not 
permit my describing all these as- 
pects in detail. However, as an ex- 
ample, I will mention several of the 
considerations involved in register- 
ing to do business in a foreign 
country. 


Legal questions . . . Reliable in- 
formation must first be obtained 
from attorneys in the foreign country 
as to the requirements of the local 
government on both foreign and na- 
tional companies. In other words, 
can a branch or some form of U. S. 
company do business on the same 
basis as a national company? Does 
one or the other have advantages 


with reference to the importation 
and exportation of the drilling 
equipment and employment of local 
labor? Is the conversion from local 
currency to dollars possible without 
unwieldy restrictions? Is the local 
foreign corporate income tax struc- 
ture the same for foreigners and 
Nationals alike? Does the United 
States have an income tax treaty 
with the foreign country? Are there 
unusual gross receipts taxes, prop- 
erty taxes, etc., that should be con- 
sidered as an additional cost of do- 
ing business? Must insurance cov- 
erage be purchased from a local 
carrier and if so what are the limita- 
tions of coverage? Is an unusually 
long depreciation life required by 
law, thereby resulting in an appar- 
ent high profit and abnormally high 
income taxes? Are there limitations 
imposed as to maximum salaries de- 
ductible for tax purposes? Are such 
items as head office overhead, in- 
terest, and in fact, any costs in- 
curred outside the foreign country 
deductible ? 

All these problems must be con- 
sidered before a decision can be 
made whether to conduct the opera- 
tions through a regular U. S. cor- 
poration or a foreign subsidiary. 
When contracting in the Western 
hemisphere, special U. S, tax bene- 
fits are often possible if work is done 
by a specially qualified U. S. com- 
pany. ' 


“A 
AN EXPERIENCED OFFICE FOR THE R 
OFFSHORE DRILLING CONTRACTOR “4 
Yv. 


INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 


NEW ORLEANS 


MAIN 4698 
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DESIGNERS, 
BUILDERS & 
REPAIRERS 





THEY’RE FAST AND THEY LAST 


Markey Electric Cargo Winches are built to last and 
handle general cargo with the utmost efficiency. Sizes 
and capacities to meet any requirements. Single or 2- 
speed. Left and right hand for twin installations. Modern 
welding plus metal thicknesses and parts sizes guarantee 
you quiet operation, maximum resistance to weathering 
or overload. Enclosed gears. Accessible parts . . . For speed 
plus durability, specify Markey. 
H. J. WICKERT & CO. INC. 


770 Folsom Street 
San Francisco, Calif, 





Summary ... In the above text 
I have tried to outline the contrac- 
tor’s interests and problems when 
he is engaged in overseas drilling. 
You can see why it takes years of 
trial and error for a contractor to 
develop an organization with know- 
how to perform all of these func- 
tions with efficiency and thorough- 
ness, and at a competitive price. It 
is true that in learning the ropes 
there are conditions and costs en- 
countered which are not always an- 
ticipated, and for which neither 
time nor money had been allowed 
in the early original bids. 

A competent organization must 
develop which encompasses all as- 
pects of the business with each de- 
partment being closely coordinated. 
This takes in the purchase of 
equipment and supplementary sup- 
plies, overall drilling supervision, en- 
gineering, mud service, management 
guidance and decisions, customer 
contact, law and tax decisions, and 
accounting matters. 

Yes, the organization is impor- 
tant, but, like the tree that is de- 
pendent on its roots for life, so is 
the contractor dependent upon his 
far-flung personnel, right down to 
the lowest paid worker. 

In the final analysis, practically 
all the contractor has for sale is 
service, and that service is depend- 
ent primarily upon his organization 
and personnel. 


| 
MACHINERY co. inc. 0s nonron sv. seatrie a, ww. 


Type NES 
Electric 

Cargo Winch— 
puts 

GO in cargo. 


Represented by: 

J. H. MENGE CO. 
932 Nat'l B of C Bldg. 
New Orleans 12, Louisiana 

JAckson 2-0586 
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' known on the 7 seas since 1907 
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When You Need the Best in - - - 
© Exploration Boats 
® Production Boats 
® Crew Boats 


CONTACT: 


MARINE SERVICE CO. 


BOAT RENTALS 


1220 West 18th Street 
Houston, Texas 
UNderwood 4-1463 


R. L .“Red" Shibley 


J. D. “Johnny” Wiech 
HOmestead 5-4122 


HOmestead 5-7618 














THE HYDRAULIC SYSTEM OF 


MR. GUS Il IS 
BRIGGS EQUIPPED 


When you are out where produc- 
tion and performance count... 
where dependability is an absolute 
necessity . . . you will almost always 
find a Briggs filter doing the job the 
operators demand. The complete 


COURTESY CITIES SERVICE CO. 
by Anthony Linck 


hydraulic system is protected with 
Briggs D Series hydraulic filters. 


@ WRITE FOR MARINE AND HYDRAULIC DATA SHEETS, NO OBLIGATION 


OIL FILTERS 
HYDRAULIC FILTERS 
FILTER /SEPARATORS 





















Concrete Piles. . . 
(Continued from page 40) 


Oil Company of Venezuela, Com- 
pania Shell de Venezuela, and Sig- 
nal Exploration Company. 

Multiple Well Platform . . . An- 
other area where the cylinder pile 
is well suited is the Gulf of Paria 
between Trinidad and Venezuela. 
Here the Texas Trinidad Company 
is completing a 36-well directional 
drilling platform. The platform will 
mount a Lee C. Moore Corporation 
six-post, six-well drilling derrick 
with a movable crown block. The 
derrick will drill six holes from one 
position, then skid itself to the next 
position and drill another six holes. 

Located one and a half miles from 
Trinidad in 68 ft. of water, the 
structure consists of a main drilling 
deck 50 ft. by 157 ft. and an ad- 
joining machinery deck 65 ft. by 71 
ft. Platforms are supported on about 
50 prestressed cylinder piles, and an 
additional 36 piles installed in two 
lines under the drilling platform 
serve as conductor pipes. 

Maximum operational load on the 
derrick posts is 300 tons, and each 
post is supported by two 36-in. cyl- 
inder piles. These two piles form a 
type of A-frame which not only 
supports the large vertical load but 
also resists lateral forces which may 
act on the structure. 

sulf of Mexico Structures .. . 
In the coastal bays and offshore 
from Louisiana and Texas, more 
than 50 structures have been built 
with prestressed concrete cylinder 
piles. Included are oil production 
platforms, tank battery platforms, 
docks, storage platforms, central sep- 
arator stations, compressor plat- 
forms and conductor pipes. 

One of the more interesting cylin- 
der-pile structures in the Gulf of 
Mexico is a tank battery platform, 
built for Magnolia Petroleum Com- 
pany in open water about 40 ft. 
deep. This is a jacket type structure 
with 54-in. cylinder-pile legs cross- 
braced with steel pipe welded to 
steel collars which were spun with 
the pile sections. As corrosion pro- 
tection, all exposed steel was cov- 
ered by reinforced 2-in. thick gun- 
ite over a bitumastic coating. 

Jackets were assembled on a barge 
and towed to the location. There, a 
250-ton floating derrick set them on 
the Gulf floor. Then 36-in. cylinder 
piles were driven through the jacket 
legs 130 ft. into the Gulf floor to 
serve as bearing piles and the annu- 
lar space between’ was filled with 
grout. A precast concrete deck was 
then placed on top and the tank 
battery installed. 
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Designer’s sketch of new 120-ft. long mud supply boat shows below-deck mud bins—six on each side—providing a combined storage capacity 
for 240 tons of bulk mud. Material is withdrawn by means of Fuller-Huron airslides with hand operated flow gates controlling discharge rate. 


Delta Tank and Macy design .. . 


New Offshore Mud Vessel 


Self propelled 120-ft. boat for Consolidated Shipping 
has 12 below-deck compartments for bulk mud storage 


A> mud supply boat built at 
Harvey Canal Shipyard and 
Machine Shop has twelve storage 
compartments of 25 tons each. 

Measuring 120 ft. in length, the 
vessel is being built for Consolidated 
Shipping Company. 

A number of oustanding features 
are incorporated in the bulk mud 
storage, transfer and conveying sys- 
tem which was designed and con- 
structed by Delta Tank Manufac- 
turing Company of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, working in close liaison 
with Robert H. Macy, Naval archi- 
tect and marine engineer of Pasca- 
goula, Miss. 

All mud is kept below deck, thus 
keeping the center of gravity at an 
absolute minimum. 

Dividing the storage into twelve 
separate compartments permits a 
pre-weighed amount to be carried 
to the customer and delivered in- 
dependently of other quantities. 
This also places location of weigh- 
ing on shore where certified quan- 
tities may be obtained without re- 
gard to sea-action. 

Material is withdrawn from each 
compartment by means of patented 
Fuller-Huron airslides. Special hand 
operated flow gates control with- 
drawal while mud is being dis- 
charged from the bin into a 60-ft. 
long extra heavy screw conveyor. 

The screw conveyor trough ter- 
minates in a special pipe end which 
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in turn passes material into a fluid- 
izing air lift. 

This serves to elevate mud three 
or four feet into a receiving hopper, 
thereby permitting minimum head 
room on the screw system. 

Receiving hopper is placed di- 
rectly over a six-in. Fuller-Kinyon 
pump to which power and air sup- 
ply have been increased slightly 
above normal, allowing a guaran- 
teed 50 tph delivery rate ae 


¢ 
* 





cc) 


a five-in. hose. 

Air is supplied by a C-110 Fuller 
rotary compressor. Both the Fuller- 
Kinyon pump and the compressor 
are driven by a GMC 671 diesel 
engine with the pump being clutch 
driven so that the compressor must 
be started before the pump is put 
into operation. 

During the filling operation, dust 
is controlled through a dust collec- 

(Continued on next page) 





CREWMASTER, measuring 64 ft. long by 20 ft. wide, has been completed by Skippy Walker 


Ship Repair Company, Pascagoula, Miss. Gemaco, Inc., 


boat in servicing offshore rigs. 


Harvey, La., will utilize the crew- 
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Shipyard. . . 
(Continued from preceding page) 


tor header connected to each in- 
dividual compartment and convey- 
ing to a DRACCO No. 5-FB me- 
chanically shaken dust collector. 

Air supply for the withdrawing 
airslides is ingenuously provided from 
the engine powering the Fuller- 
Kinyon pump and compressor. All 
components and installations were 
designed to comply with ABS speci- 
fications. 

Capacity of the vessel is 4800 
bags of mud (240 tons), plus 150 
tons of deck cargo, Dimension wise, 
it measures 120-ft. by 32 ft. by 10.5 
ft. and has a 6.5-ft. draft with a 
load of mud. 

Twin screw and self propelled, 
the vessel is powered by GM main 
engines and generators supplied by 
Kennedy Marine Engine Company 
of Biloxi, Miss. 


Sewart-Built ESTHER G. 
Goes to Work as Crewboat 

A new crewboat that carries 17 
passengers at speeds up to 22 mph 
has been added to the offshore fleet 
of W. A. Richmond, Morgan City, 
Louisiana. 

The Esther G., built by Sewart 
Seacraft, is powered by two NRTOM 
Cummins turbo-diesel engines. It 
has been equipped with 32-in. wheels 
and Capitol 2:1 gears. 
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One of the most powerful tugs ever built, the 2100-hp SAVANNAH was christened at New 
Orleans recently before going to work for Atlantic Towing Company of Savannah, Ga. A 16- 


cylinder, turbo supercharged marine diesel engine built by Alco Products, Inc. powers the 
55-ft. vessel. 





M/V SUMTER, first aluminum tugboat to be built in the United States, is an all-welded shallow 





a 


draft vessel designed for use in the bayous and marshland oil fields of South Louisiana. Built 
by Bryant Boats, Inc., in cooperation with Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical Sales, Inc., the tug 
derives main power from two GM 6-110 model diesel engines, supplied by Kennedy Marine 


Engine Company of Biloxi, Miss. 


Aluminum Tug for Oilfields 
ls First to Be Built in U.S. 


A new vessel designed for use in 
the bayous and marshland oil fields 
of Southern Louisiana has the pres- 
tige of being the first aluminum 
tugboat to be built in the United 
States. 





Christened last month in New 
Orleans, the 55-ft. all-welded M/V 
SUMTER is also the first aluminum 
vessel of any type to be certified by 
the American Bureau of Shipping. 

Built by Bryant Boats, Inc. of 
Bayou LaBatre, Alabama, in coop- 
eration with Kaiser Aluminum & 
Chemical Sales, Inc., the new tug 
has a shallow draft of only 4% ft. 
which permits it to operate in waters 
too shallow for conventional tugs 
of its size. 

Its power plant, two GM 6-110 
model diesel engines, was supplied 
by Kennedy Marine Engine Com- 
pany of Biloxi, Mississippi, and mer- 
chandising of the vessel was placed 
with Calvert Marine Services of 
New Orleans, sales representatives 
for Bryant Boats. 

The vessel has facilities for a 
four-man crew. The main deck house 
has a galley, living quarters for two, 
and a shower. Aft of the wheelhouse, 
on the second deck, are quarters 
for master and mate, with lockers 
and lavatory. 


Fuel tanks are located forward 
in the hull and water tanks aft. 

Built according to a requirement 
of the American Bureau of Shipping 
that it have strength and stiffness 
equal to steel, the M/V SUMTER 


has 3%-in. aluminum plate on the 
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bottom and sides and 5/16-in. plate 
on deck. 


It was fitted with a stern tube 
fabricated from 5-in. extra heavy 
aluminum pipe and designed with 
six transverse water tight bulkheads 
and one center line water tighi bulk- 
head. 

The only non-aluminum parts in 
the boat are those in the engines 
plus the propeller and propeller shaft 
which are made of bronze. Electro- 
lytic action is prevented by separat- 
ing dissimilar metals. 

Constructed of corrosion-resistant, 
high-strength weldable alloys 5083 
and 5086 developed by Kaiser Alu- 
minum, the boat is expected to ex- 
perience less vibration and_ noise, 
reducing equipment wear and crew 
fatigue. 

Bryant estimates that hull con- 
struction required approximately 30 
per cent less man-hours than a com- 
parable boat of steel. Cutting was 
accomplished by ordinary portable 
power saws, eliminating the necessity 
of using torches. 

“We selected a hawser tug for 
our aluminum prototype, because 
we thought this would have a par- 
ticular appeal to the oil industry 
operating offshore in the Gulf Coast 
area,” said Oliver Bryant, president 
of Bryant Boats, Inc. 


Todd Shipyards Will Build 
Two Liquid Cargo Barges 


Two liquid cargo barges measur- 
ing 295 ft. by 53 ft. by 10 ft. will 
be built by the Products Division of 
Todd Shipyards Corporation at 
Houston. 

Seaboard Shipping Corporation of 
New York City placed the order for 
the vessels which will be delivered 
in July. 

Designed by George B. Drake, 
Naval architect of New York City, 
the two barges will each be equipped 
with a diesel-driven deep well pump 
capable of handling 2000 gallons of 
brine solution per minute. 


Dupont’s Louisiana Shipyards 
Complete 35-Foot Crewboat 


A 35-ft. crewboat was recently 
completed at the Patterson, La., 
shipyard of E. W. & A. P. Du- 
pont, Inc. 

The company also builds tugs 
and barges for use by the offshore 
oil industry in both domestic and 
foreign areas. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Daly — Contracting de Venezuela 


Underwater-Elec-Welding & Arc Cutting. 
Oxy-Hydrogen-Cutting. 

General Diving Inspection & Recommendation. 
General Underwater Construction. 
SubMarine Pipe Line Inspection. Certified Panama Canal 
& United States Navy Salvage Diver. 


For further information Tel. 76.671 or write to “DALY” 
Apardo 488, Maracaibo. Cable: DALYCON 











FOR IMMEDIATE SALE BY OWNER 





+ em 


X-U.S. ARMY TANKER Y-5 
6500 BBLS. 180’ X 30’ X 11’ EXCELLENT CONDITION 
2 FAIRBANKS MORSE DIESEL ENGINES 480 H.P. 
BUILT 1943, NOW LOCATED CALIFORNIA, ACTUAL PHOTO 
SACRIFICE PRICE $95,000 NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 
Rod Pickard 615 SW 2nd Ave. Miami, Fla. FR 9-2611 











BERWICK SHIPYARD & DRYDOCK CO., INC. 


DRY DOCKING AND COMPLETE REPAIRS 


165’ Dry Dock Under Construction 
Two Marine Railways — Up To 500 Tons 


MACHINE AND PROPELLER SERVICE 


WELDING SAND BLASTING 
WOODWORKING SHOPS METALLIZING 
* * 


PHONES: 2234 — 6289 
Berwick, Louisiana 














STEEL BARGES 






For CHARTER 
McDONOUGH MARINE SERVICE 


429 BALTER BLDG, Ph. MA NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
6824 
Morgan City, La. 


Harvey, La. 
Phone 5082 


Phone MA 6824 
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POWER BY KENNEDY 


. .. aboard this 32’ all-steel crew boat whose 38.3 m.p.h. makes her the 
FASTEST boat of her type IN THE WORLD. Twin screw, she is powered 
by two GM Series 6-71B marine diesel engines supplied by . . . 


KENNEDY MARINE ENGINE CO. 


: Distributors of General Motors Diesels, Onan Gas- 
oline and Diesel Electric Plants, Bendix Depth Re- 
J / corders, Surrette Marine Batteries. Call today for 

a 


quick service. 


GEMERAL MOTORS GENERAL MOTORS 


DIESEL DIESEL 
POWER BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI POWER 


P. O. Box 915 Phone ID 2-1531 











24 HOURS MARINE SERVICE 
TO ALL SHIPS, TUGS AND OIL RIGS 


MICHELETTI BROS. 


Cameron, Louisiana 


Provisions * Supplies * Machinery Spare Parts 
Ropes ° Paints 


Galveston, Texas 
1020 - 10th Street 
Phone 3-1045 


Cameron, Louisiana 
P. O. Box 253 
Phone PR 5-2385 








VENEZUELAN OPERATIONS: 
' 


TUGS BARGES 





FOR CHARTER 


MARACAIBO MARINE SERVICE C. A. 


Cable: “MARINOS” 429 BALTER BLDG. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
Phone MA 6824 


APARTADO 699 
MARACAIBO, VENEZUELA 
Phone 76011 — Ext. 27 
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Shipyard. . . 
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Todd Shipyards Completes 
Largest Combination Barge 


Largest combination barge in the 
world has been completed by Todd 
Shipyards Corporation’s Seattle Di- 
vision for the Upper Columbia River 
Towing Company of Vancouver, 
Washington. 

The 299-ft.-long vessel, with an 
over-all width of 75 ft. and a hull 
depth of 21 ft., is 17 ft. longer and 
7 ft. wider than the next largest 
steel barge on record. 


Hull of the all-welded steel barge, 
designated as “539” is subdivided 
and framed in a manner quite simi- 
lar to that used on conventional 
sea-going self-propelled tankers. 


Total capacity of the cargo tanks 
is 3,075,000 gallons, and the entire 
space below the main deck, with the 
exception of chain lockers and sur- 
rounding cofferdams, may be used 
for bulk liquid cargoes. 


Offshore Towing Firm Builds 
Floating Dock Out of Barge 


M. C. Boat Company, Morgan 
City, Louisiana, has been converting 
a 120-ft. by 30-ft. barge into a float- 
ing dock for its fleet of offshore 
towing vessels. 

A 24-ft. by 30-ft. metal deck 
house will be constructed at one end 
of the dock for storage. 

The firm, which owns five tugs 
and an oil barge, has negotiated for 
an area near Berwick, Louisiana, 
to locate the dock. 


Main lron Works Completes 
New 65-Ft. Gulf Tugboat 


Capt. Tenner Cenac, a 65-ft. tug, 
has joined the fleet of Alfred P. 
Cenac Towing Company at Houma, 
La. 

Built by the Main Iron Works, 
Houma, the boat is powered by two 
tandem twin 5-71 General Motors 
diesel engines turning 54-in. by 34- 
in. twin screws through 4:1 reduc- 
tion gears. 

At the present time it is engaged 
in servicing offshore rigs in the Gulf 
of Mexico, in general towing, and 
in towing crude oil barges. The ves- 
sel’s barge tows generally average 
27,000 barrels of crude oil per run. 


OFFSHORE 








SERVICE PERSONALITIES 


In the News 





Troutz Named V-P Of Cummins 
Sales & Service de Venezuela 


Ken W. Davis, president of Cum- 
mins Sales & Service de Venezuela, 
C. A., recently announced the ap- 
pointment of Leo 
J. Troutz as vice 
president, 

General office 
for Cummins 
Sales & Service 
de Venezuela, C. 
A., is in Caracas. 
The company 
distributes and 
services Cum- 
mins diesel and 
Turbodiesel en- 
gines in Venezuela for petroleum, 
transportation, marine, and indus- 
trial power applications. 

The company also has mainte- 
nance shops and sales points in 
Caracas, Maracaibo and Anaco. 

Troutz will continue as General 
Service Manager of Cummins Sales 
& Service, Inc., Fort Worth, Texas, 
and divide his time between the two 
organizations. He has been with the 
Fort Worth company since 1943. 


Troutz 


Security International, C. A. 
Named World Wide Sales Rep. 


A. M. Birnie, executive vice presi- 
dent-sales, Security Engineering Di- 
vision, Dallas, Texas; and Security 
Rock Bits Limited, Manchester, Eng- 
land, announce the appointment of 
Security International, C. A. as their 
world-wide sales representative (out- 
side the United States and Canada) 
for all Security rock bits, hole 
openers, roller reamers, rubber sta- 
bilizers, and casing scrapers manu- 
factured in their plants in Dallas, 
Texas; Whittier, California; and 
Manchester, England. 

To provide world-wide sales, en- 
gineering, and service coverage for 
the oil industry, Security Interna- 
tional has established principal off- 
ces'in Caracas, Venezuela, for sales 
and service in the Western Hemis- 
phere and in London, England, for 
the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Western Hemisphere office is at 
Apartado 4880, Correos Del Este, 
Caracas, Venezuela, S. A. South 
American manager is S. C, Welker. 
Eastern Venezuela district manager 
is A. R. Patton. Western Venezuela 
district manager is B. A. Barker. 

Eastern Hemisphere office is at 
English Steel Corporation, St. 
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Ermins-Caxton Street, London 
SW-1, England. Sales manager is 
Harold Hall; assistant manager is 
Peter L. Winter. 

Western Hemisphere agents are in 
Madrid, Mexico; Havana, Cuba; 
Buenos Aires, Argentina; Lima, 
Peru; LaPaz, Bolivia; Santiago, 
Chile; and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Eastern Hemisphere agents are in 
Tripoli, Libya; Tokyo, Japan; Tai- 
pei, Taiwan, Formosa; Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia; Madrid, Spain; and 
London, England. Security is one of 
the Dresser Industries. 


Welex Opens New Harvey, 
Louisiana, Service Base 


Welex, Inc., has opened a new 
operating base for oil well service on 
the new expressway at Harvey, Lou- 
isiana. The new building and facil- 
ities are especially designed and 
equipped to offer maximum service 
and communications to the oil in- 
dustry in South Louisiana. 

One principle operation to head- 
quarter here will be wireline skid 
units located on offshore drilling 
platforms and mobile rigs. This de- 
partment is under the direction of 
Dean W. Kelley and includes as field 
operating engineers, Charles W. 
Tipps, Doyle J. Prince, J. L. Everett 
and Ned A. Miller, all trained and 
experienced in electrical well log- 
ging, jet perforating and other wire- 
line services, 

Karl Carlson will be manager of 
barge units designed and equipped 


Grove Valve and Regulator C 





for inshore work. These barges have 
complete living facilities for crews 
and offer complete wireline services 
just as the offshore skid units, 


Maxon Construction Names 
Gulf Coast Representative 


In a recent personnel move by 
Maxon Construction Company, W. 
R. “Bill” Washington was named 
Gulf Coast repre- 
sentative for the 
firm’s marine di- 
vision. 

Washington 
will be headquar- 
tered in New Or- 
leans at the Inter- 
national Trade 
Mart. From here 
he will service 
Maxon custom- 
ers in the Gulf 


Washington 


coast region. 

Maxon, which has a larger num- 
ber of customers engaged in off- 
shore operations in the Gulf of 
Mexico, builds barges of all types 
for a variety of uses. 


Of Gardner-Denver Company 
Richard Bauer Elected V-P 


Richard J. Bauer, regional man- 
ager of the oil field division of the 
Gardner-Denver Company, was re- 
cently elected a vice president of the 
firm at its annual meeting. He will 
continue to make his headquarters 
in Dallas. 

Bauer has been with the company 

(Continued on next page) 








ed further expansion of its field sales 


engineering staff to include, from the left, A. E. Hildebrand, Los Angeles, California; 
J. C. Hutchinson, Odessa, Texas; B. W. Bowden, Houston, Texas; and W. S. George, Farm- 
ington, New Mexico. The group has just finished an extended orientation and training 
program at the Grove plant in Oakland, California, 
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BEGNAU 


Box 162 ° 


Conley Expanihieg 


batter offehore service [ 


ca cee ensmermmemmeenner 





@ EXPLORATION ‘ 
BOATS * 


laow 


@ PRODUCTION 


BOATS 
| are 
@ CREW BOATS S - 


@ SUPPLY 
VESSELS 


@ TuGS 
@ BARGES 


@ Contact us for ; 
availabilities v4 











4 
ROCKPORT, TEXAS * 


DG Gui 


SOuthfield 4-2627 








Bludworth $ 





Pk ry . —" 


Designed and Built By: 


BLUDWORTH SHIPYARD, INC. 


Box 5426 WA 6-1741 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 


tandard 15 Tow Boat 15'x26'x9'-6", 1 200 hp 




















MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS 
Casualty-Bonds-Fire 





Joun L.WorTHAM 
& Son 


The South's 
Rusk Building 


Leading Insurance Agency 


Houston, Texas 
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since June, 1923, working in the en- 
gineering department for several 
years before joining the sales organi- 
zation. He served in the Chicago, 
Detroit and St. Louis areas until 
1934 when he became special rep- 
resentative in the Dallas office. 

Bauer is a member of the Texas 
Manufacturers Association, the Pe- 
troleum Club and the Drilling Con- 
tractors Association. 

Division engineering offices and 
laboratories for all South Louisiana 
are included in the installation 
headed by W. R. Jay and Lewis A. 
Cobb. This group will supervise 
maintenance and engineering for all 
South Louisiana units and will su- 
pervise all jobs of unusual nature or 
involving specialized tools. Division 
drafting and printing under Don 
Robertson will complete the instal- 
lation. 


In order to assure the best com- 
munications with all field operations, 
Welex is installing its own radio sta- 
tion with a 340-ft. antenna tower 
and a special beam antenna directed 
to offshore operations. 


General offices of Welex, Inc. are 
located in Fort Worth, Texas. 


National Tube Division Names 
Houston Area Sales Manager 


Appointment of T. D. Brissman 
as manager of sales for the Houston 
district office of 
National Tube 
division was an- 
nounced by Rob- 
ert E. Williams, 
general manager 
of sales. National 
tube is a division 
of United States 
Steel Corpora- 
tion. 

Brissman _ be- 
gan his business career in the same 
Houston office 19 years ago, but he 
transferred to San Antonio as a resi- 
dent salesman shortly afterward. 

Born in St. Paul, Minn., he re- 
ceived a degree in engineering from 
the University of Minnesota where 
he captained the 1937 baseball team. 


Brissman served National Tube 
as a salesman in various parts of 
Texas and New Mexico, before 
going to Pittsburgh as manager of 
claims in 1955. 

Prior to his latest appointment, 
he was special representative, oil 
and gas industry, in New York City. 
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MECO Booklet Describes 
Evaporator Distilling Units 


A New Orleans firm which pro- 
duces sea water distilling equipment 
and equipment for the concentra- 
tion of industrial products, as well 
as radioactive wastes, has prepared 
a new bulletin now available to in- 
terested companies. 


The bulletin describes the operat- 
ing principle of thermocompression 
distilling equipment, contains pic- 
tures of numerous models and in- 
stallations and gives dimensions and 
weights of the more popular sizes. 

This equipment, which will pro- 
duce pure drinking water from sea- 
water, is available in the form of 
complete self-contained, packaged 
units. 

For further information, write 
Mechanical Equipment Company, 
Inc., 861 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans 12, La. 


Otis Engineering Offers 
New Pipe Caliper Service 


Otis Engineering Corporation has 
announced the development of a 
new “surface” caliper survey serv- 
ice which is designed to detect de- 
fective joints in either new or used 
tubing before the pipe is run into 
a well. The service is especially 
recommended for surveying tubing 
that will be set in corrosive, high- 
pressure wells, officials of the firm 
said, 

Surveys can be conducted in the 
customer’s pipe yard or on the lease. 
A special calipering instrument is 
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drawn through the joint to deter- 
mine the internal condition of the 
pipe. Feelers on the caliper are in 
constant contact with the inside 
wall of the pipe, and as a corrosion 
pit or a reduction in wall thickness 
is encountered, outward movement 
of any one of the feelers causes an 
electrical signal to be transmitted 
to a strip-chart recorder. The in- 
ternal condition of the pipe is im- 
mediately logged, and each joint 
classified and color-coded accord- 
ingly. 

Pipe can also be cleaned inter- 
nally and drifted if desired. After the 
entire lot is surveyed, an Otis cor- 
rosion engineer compiles a detailed, 
permanent report on the classifica- 
tion of each joint. 

The firm says that a minimum 
amount of time is required for the 
entire operation and that the service 
is available from any of the Otis 
branch offices. 

For further information write 
Otis Engineering Corporation, 6612 
Denton Drive, Dallas, Texas. 


Rector Offers Guide Shoe 
For Spudding-In Offshore 


A special 30-inch guide shoe for 
spudding in offshore locations with 


big savings in time has been devel- 
oped by Rector Well Equipment 
Company of Fort Worth, Texas. 
The shoe, butt-welded to a 200-ft. 
string of casing and operated from a 
crane barge, uses the jetting action 
of water forced at 400 psi through 
holes in the aluminum nose to speed 
up drilling the conductor string hole 
through the silt that covers the floor 
of the Gulf of Mexico. 

According to Jerry Pinkard, Rec- 
tor sales manager, one operator has 
used the Rector guide shoe to pene- 
trate 120 feet of sand in 53 minutes. 
The previous method of driving pil- 
ings required from three to 15 hours 
to the same depth. 

The special rector guide shoe, be- 
lieved to be the largest made, has a 
rib-reinforced aluminum nose that 
can be drilled out readily when de- 
sired depth has been reached. Water 
forced through holes in the nose pro- 
vides a jetting action that eliminates 
the problem of packing sand. Water 
is pumped into the casing through 
three 21 in. hoses. 

For further information write 
Rector Well Equipment Company, 
Inc., 1100 North Commerce Street, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 


Coating With Built-In Primer 
Gives Flexible Protection 


The coatings division of Charles- 
ton Rubber Company, Charleston, 
South Carolina, has announced a new 
corrosion-inhibiting, liquid Neoprene 
protective coating with a built-in 
primer. As described, it will have 
multiple uses on offshore platforms 
and marine transportation equip- 
ment. 


This new combination primer- 
coater is known as Charcote CIC-21. 
It is one of several Charcote protec- 
tive rubber-coatings now manufac- 
tured by exclusive Charleston Rubber 
Company formulations using a Du- 
Pont Neoprene base. 


A special advantage of Charcote 
CIC-21 is its built-in primer which 
saves material and labor costs nor- 
mally required in application of 
primer coats, Additional advantages 
are ease and flexibility of application, 
excellent long lasting resistance to 
weathering, chemical fumes, salt 
spray and corrosion creep; also it has 
an amazing resistance to impact and 
abrasion, especially beneficial in the 


spray and bumper zones of offshore 
platforms. 

Charcote CIC-21 special rubber- 
coating is available only in red. The 
standard Charcote protective rubber- 
coatings now made by Charleston 





are available in red, aluminum, black, 
green and grey. All adhere splendidly 
and durably to metals, concrete, 


(Continued on next page) 
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When you need— 


BOATS 


or 


EXPLORATION-PRODUCTION 


write, wire or call 


GARDIN 
OFFSHORE BOAT C0. 


D. D. “Doc” Gardin Galveston Field Office 
13126 Indian Creek Dr. Galveston Yacht Basin 
Houston, Texas P. O. Box 806 
Ph. HOmestead 5-6719 Phone 3-9628 








CENAG TOWING CO. 





e Crude Oil Transportation 
e Deck Barges 

e Water Barges 

e Drilling Barge Moving 


e Diesel fuel delivery to drilling 
barges and drilling locations 


Houma Louisiana 


Phone: 2-2413 








BENDIX APELCO 
DECCA RADAR 


FOR SALES & SERVICE 


> 

For Communications, 

Sounding Equipment, 
Radar 


F & L INDUSTRIAL 
ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


3905 Magazine St.—Phone: Day TW 9-6313 
New Orleans 15, La. Night WH 5-4147 


AIR SERVICE 
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wood, rubber, canvas and other ma- 
terials. All can be brushed on, rolled 
on, sprayed or used as a dip. 

For further information including 
illustrated catalog sheets, application 
instruction sheets and technical bul- 
letins, write the coatings division, 
Charleston Rubber Company, Stark 
Industrial Park, Charleston, S. C. 





New BJ Gas Turbine Pump 
For Remote Operations 


The first high-speed pipeline 
pump to use a combustion gas tur- 
bine drive for continuous, remote 
operation has just been announced 
by Byron Jackson Pumps, Inc., a 
subsidiary of Borg-Warner Cor- 
poration, Los Angeles. 


According to N. D. Jesse, vice 
president and sales manager of En- 
gineered Pump Products, the high- 
speed turbines are fueled by crude 
oil directly from the pipelines, and 
develop 5000 hp to drive the pumps 
at 5250 rpm. 


This compact, simplified design 
has been developed to provide long 
operation without maintenance in 
remote areas, or where reliability is 
of prime importance. 


Pump is of a single-stage, double 
volute and double suction design. 
An unusually high head is de- 
veloped for a single stage pump, 
with 1600 feet under normal operat- 
ing conditions. 


Weighing 4650 pounds (only 7% 
pound per horsepower), this com- 
pact pump measures 5 ft. 1 in. long, 
4 ft. wide and 4 ft. high. A unique 
pump and mechanical seal com- 
bination allows up to a 500 pound 
suction pressure on the start-up in 
addition to a high developed pres- 
sure. 

First nine of these pumps have 
recently been installed on the trans- 
Arabian pipeline. Pumps operate 
continuously and completely unat- 
tended by remote-controlled radio 





signals from the permanent stations 
50 to 100 miles away. 

For further information write 
Byron Jackson Pumps, Inc., P. O. 
Box 2017A, Terminal Annex, Los 
Angeles 54, California. 


Brown Oil Tools Develops 
Criss-Cross Fishing Tool 


A unique safety joint which af- 
fords right hand release and right 
hand re-engagement for retrieving 
the fish has been developed by 
Brown Oil Tools, Inc., Houston, 
Texas. 

Lower pin end is provided with 
a cc (criss-cross) right and left 
hand thread to permit right hand 
release. A trip with the retrieving 
head which has right hand threads 
permits re-engagement with the fish 
by right hand rotation. The mating 
threads make the connection stronger 
than a conventional overshot. 

The hazard of premature releas- 
ing with a strain on the fish while 
rotating is eliminated. In the event 
the stuck fish cannot be retrieved, 
the retrieving head has the safety 
joint feature in that the retrieving 
head can be released by left hand 
rotation. An anti-friction ring pre- 
vents making the retrieving head too 
tight by right hand rotation in order 
that no difficulty will be experi- 
enced releasing the retrieving head 
with left hand rotation. 


a 
i 


The type cc safety joint also in- 
corporates added features of cou- 
pling od and full-opening. The re- 
trieving head is provided on a 
rental basis, domestically and for 
export. 

For further information write 
Brown Oil Tools, Inc., 2216 Camp- 
bell Street, Houston, Texas. 
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First in offshore history .. . 


Quadruple Oiler Completed 


CATC finals West Delta Block 30 producer 
for 1200 barrels of crude from four zones 


First quadruple completion in 
offshore history was announced late 
last month by the CATC Group. 

Using four separate strings of 
tubing—another first in oil industry 
history—Continental Oil Company, 
operator for the CATC combine, 
obtained a total daily flow of 1200 
barrels of oil and 541,000 cubic feet 
of gas per day from the well. 

The history making well is the 
State 970 No. C-8 located in West 
Delta Block 30 Field about 10 miles 
off Plaquemines Parish, La., at the 
mouth of the Mississippi River. 
Water depth at the location is 50 ft. 
It is the eighth well drilled at the 
site from Brewster Bartle Off-Shore 
Company’s Rig No. 1, a self-con- 
tained platform. Ninth well had al- 
ready been spudded and was setting 
133-in. casing at press time. 

Operator drilled to a total depth 
of 12,947 ft. and perforated between 
9022 ft. and 9789 ft., testing all four 
producing zones on an 8/64-in. 
choke. 

Production from the deepest zone 
at the interval of 9784 ft. to 9789 ft. 
tested 300 barrels of 29.1-degree 
gravity oil per day. 

Second deepest pay sand, which 
was perforated at 9539 ft. to 9544 ft., 





Hunt Oil Co. Completes First 
1958 Oil Discovery off Texas 


A new oil field has been discov- 
ered off Jefferson County, Texas, by 
Hunt Oil Company, Dallas. 

Hunt drilled the wildcat to a total 
depth of 9915 ft. on a 640-acre lease 
seven miles southwest of Sabine in 
State Tract 20-S. 

The new oiler flowed 150 barrels 
of crude per day on a ¥-inch choke 
from perforations at the interval of 
7189 to 7193 ft. 

Operator recorded a tubing pres- 
sure of 1000 pounds and a shut in 
pressure of 1200 pounds. 

The discovery was drilled in 20-ft. 
water by Penrod Drilling Company, 
contractor. 
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flowed 287 barrels of 26.6-degree 
gravity oil. 

A third producing zone with per- 
forations at the interval of 9282 ft. 
to 9287 ft. gauged a daily flow of 330 
barrels of 31.8-degree gravity crude. 

Highest of the four zones at 9022 
ft. to 9027 ft. flowed 283 barrels of 
31.4-degree gravity oil per day. 

West Delta Block 30 Field was 
discovered in 1949 and now has 27 
producers. Continental has 2400 
proven acres in the area out of a 
possible 5200 productive acres. 

The C-8 well, which was spudded 
February 4, extends the southern 
edge of the field. 

Significant is the fact that only 
three days prior to the quadruple 
completion, Continental finaled its 
ninth triple producing oil well of 
1958 just 1300 ft. away. 





EXPLORATION 





Consolidated West on Again 
With Two Lake Erie Gassers 


Holder of one of the highest bat- 
ting averages for offshore drilling 
operations, Consolidated West Pe- 
troleum Limited has added two new 
gas wells to its Lake Erie total. 

Getting off to an early start when 
favorable spring weather brought 
an end to the dangerous ice floes 
that halted operations last fall, the 
Canadian operator has already com- 
pleted wells No, 13 and No. 14 on its 
Mining License or exploratory area. 

Well No. 13, located five miles 
from shore, extends production one 
mile east from Well No. 11. Flow 
taken on an open choke gauged in 
excess of 300,000 cubic feet of gas 
per day. 

Well No. 14 was completed one- 
half mile south of well No. 13, yield- 
ing an open flow of 500,000 cubic 
feet of gas daily. At last report, No. 
15 was drilling ahead, and location 
had been made for No. 16. 

On the lease area, the company 


(Continued on next page) 





A Venezuelan Sun Oil Company platform has completed SVS No. 12 in Lake Maracaibo’s 
Block No. 1 as a dual oil producer after encountering 1250 ft. of oil bearing sands. Well 
made 5200 barrels of oil per day through perforations between 9090 ft. and 9385 ft. and 
5160 barrels per day from a lower zone. Developing the concession for a combine rounded 
out by Venezuelan Atlantic Refining Company and the Texaco Seaboard !nc. group, Venezue- 
lan Sun has also gauged 5280 barrels per day at its newly completed SVS No. 11 well. Both 
completions followed closely in the wake of SVS No. 9 and SVS No. 10. 
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Exploration. . . 
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has struck gas in its No. 35 well and 
was drilling around the 1000-ft. 
mark at No. 36 well. 

The company will drill its No. 37 
effort as a test of the Trenton for- 
mation which it expects to encounter 
at about 2600 feet. At the present 
time there are no wells producing 
from this formation in the Tilbury 
field. 

Consolidated West created quite 
a record for itself from 1943 to 1956 
when it completed 45 of 46 efforts 
as gas producers. Drilling operations 


were conducted with a cable tool 


type rig mounted on a wooden plat- ° 


form. 

A subsidiary of Consolidated West, 
Underwater Gas Developers Lim- 
ited, has completed two wells on a 
contract basis for other firms in the 
lake this season. 


Gulf of Paria Wildcat Finaled 
As Two-Zone Oil Producer 


Paria Operations, Inc, has com- 
pleted a wildcat in the Gulf of 
Paria as a dual oil well. 

L. F. McCollum, president of 
Continental Oil Company, con- 
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Galveston, Texas, Delivered July 
13, 1957. 
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“On the Highway to the Offshore Oilfields” 
PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS 
“Gulfport Tugs for Tough Towing” 


equipment for the oil industry . 


. . Whatever your 
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firmed that oil of about 20-degree 
gravity had been found in commer- 
cial quantities. 

Continental holds part interesi in 
Paria Operations along with Rich- 
field Oil Corporation, The Texas 
Company, Ohio Oil Company, and 
Cities Service Oil Company. 

The well, designated the Posa 
112-1, was drilled in 80 ft. of water 
and production was obtained be- 
tween 4000 and 5000 ft. 

Paria Operations is now drilling a 
second wildcat on the lease which 


was obtained from Venezuela for 
$102 million. 


California Wildcat Spudded 
From Artificial Peninsula 


On a filled site being used to de- 
velop the Redondo Beach, Calif., 
tidelands, Signal Oil and Gas Com- 
pany has spudded in the first on- 
shore exploratory oil well. 

The well, designated Signal-Re- 
serve-ABCSM No. 37 (II-I), will 
be directionally drilled to a bottom 
hole location within a 2l-acre unit 
which is part of a 200-acre town lot 
lease. 

It was about a year ago that 
Signal began drilling the first of 24 
offshore wells planned from one ex- 
tended shoreline site on the sea- 
ward tip of Santa Monica Bay. (See 
OFFSHORE, August, 1957, Page 
44). 

Six wells were completed from a 
similar artificial peninsula in the 
area. 

The Redondo Beach operation is 
a joint venture of Signal, Reserve 
Oil and Gas Company, Redondo 
Exploration Company, and the 
ABCSM group made up of Ander- 
son Pritchard Oil Corporation, Ban- 
dini Petroleum Company, American 
Climax Petroleum Corporation, 
Southern California Petroleum Cor- 
poration and Merchants Petroleum 
Corporation. 


Odeco’s Texas Wildcat 
Proposed for 10,000 Ft. 


A proposed 10,000-ft. wildcat has 
been staked offshore from Jefferson 
County, Texas, by Ocean Drilling 
and Exploration Company of New 
Orleans. 

Sixth well to be staked off Jeffer- 
son County in 1958, the exploratory 
effort has been designated the No. 1 
State Lease 41140. 

Location is 23 miles west of Port 
Arthur, Texas, on a 5760-acre lease 
in State Block No. 8. 
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OFFSHORE LOCATIONS 
TEXAS 


Jefferson County 

Nelson Bunker Hunt Trust Est. 1 State Tract 5-L, Wildcat, 
a of Mexico, State Tract 5-L. Proposed Depth 10,000 
eet. 

Ocean Drilling and Exploration Company 1 State Lease 41140, 
— Gulf of Mexico, Block 8. Proposed Depth 10,000 
eet. 

The Texas Company 1 State Tract 80, Wildcat, Gulf of 
Mexico, State Tract 80. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 
Union Oil and Gas Corporation of Louisiana 1 State Lease 
41153, Wildcat, Gulf of Mexico, State Tract 84-S. Pro- 

posed Depth 8,000 feet. 


LOUISIANA 


Cameron Parish 


Magnolia Petroleum Company A-6 (OCS-089), State Lease 
1202, East Cameron Block 64. Block 64, East Cameron 
Area. Proposed Depth 12,000 feet. 

Natural Gas and Oil Company 5 State Lease 1172, East Cam- 
eron Block 4. Block 4, East Cameron Area. Proposed 
Depth 14,000 feet. 

Phillips Petroleum Company A-1 (OCS-0224), State Lease 
1436, West Cameron Block 40. Block 40, West Cameron 
Area. Proposed Depth 14,000 feet. 


Iberia Parish 
The Texas Company 25 (OCS-0310), State Lease 340, Rabbit 
Island. From USC&GS Station “Island” go S 21 deg 57 
min E 43,223’ Proposed Depth 13,000 feet. 


Jefferson Parish 
Continental Oil Company A-10 (OCS-0133), State Lease 953, 
Grand Isle Block 47. Block 47, Grand Isle Area. Proposed 
Depth 10,200 feet. 
C-5 (OCS-0133), State Lease 953, Grand Isle Block 47. 
Block 47, Grand Isle Area. Proposed Depth 11,150 feet. 
Humble Oil and Refining Company J-15 (OCS-031), State 
Lease 803, Grand Isle Block 16. Block 23, Grand Isle 
Area. Proposed Depth 8,500 feet. 


La Fourche Parish 
The California Company 25 State Lease 1365, Bay Marchand 
lock 2. Block 1, Bay Marchand Area. Proposed Depth 


8,250 feet. 

T-4 State Lease 1365, Bay Marchand Block 2. Block 1, 
Bay Marchand Area. Proposed Depth 7,400 feet. 

T-5 State Lease 1365, Bay Marchand Block 2. Block 1, 
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Check for $5000 is received by Elton D. Phillips (second from left), 
business manager for the University of Southern California, from 
Thomas Jeffers, manager of Robertshaw-Fulton Western Research 
Center at Anaheim, Calif. The grant will help equip USC’s new 
Petroleum-Chemical engineering building seen in the background. 
Looking on are USC officials George T. Harness, left, and Kenneth A. 
Williard, right. 
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Bay Marchand Area. Proposed Depth 6,200 feet. 

S-8 (OCS-0386), State Lease 1024, Bay Marchand Block 
~ Block 23, Bay Marchand Area. Proposed Depth 8,150 
eet. 

2 (OCS-0390), State Lease 932, Bay Marchand Block 2. 
Block 26, Grand Isle Area. Proposed Depth 11,500 feet. 
1 (OCS-0387), State Lease 1424, Bay Marchand Block 2. 
Block 24, South Timbalier Area. Proposed Depth 12,000 
feet. 


Gulf Oil Corporation 2 (OCS-0263), State Lease 1423, South 
Timbalier Block 21. Block 21, South Timbalier Area. Pro- 
posed Depth 12,000 feet. 


Humble Oil and Refining Company B-1 (OCS-020), State 
Lease 1038, South Timbalier Block 54, Block 67, South 
Timbalier Area. Proposed Depth not given. 


Plaquemines Parish 


An-Son Offshore Drilling Company 1 State Lease 2752, Main 
Pass Block 48, Wildcat. Block 48, Main Pass Area. Pro- 
posed Depth 10,000 feet. 


The California Company 4 State Lease 2552, Burrwood. From 
USC&GS Station “Southwest Pass Litehouse” go S 13 deg 
15 min 20 sec E 9877.1’. Proposed Depth 9,520 feet. 

I-1 (OCS-0371), State Lease 1277, Main Pass Block 69. 
Block 68, Main Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,400 feet. 
I-2 (OCS-0371), State Lease 1277, Main Pass Block 69. 
Block 68, Main Pass Area. Proposed Depth 5,550 feet. 
I-3 (OCS-0383), State Lease 1354, Main Pass Block 69. 
Block 68, Main Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,100 feet. 

5 State Lease 2589, South Pass Block 5, Block 5, South 
Pass Area. Proposed Depth 10,500 feet. 

1 H. B. Howcott, et al South Pass Block 24. Block 24, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,600 feet. 

2 H. B. Howcott, et al South Pass Block 24. Block 24, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,600 feet. 

3 H. B. Howcott, et al South Pass Block 24. Block 24, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,600 feet. 

F-10 (OCS-0385), State Lease 1069, West Delta Block 30. 
Block 29, West Delta Area, Proposed Depth 6,800 feet. 
F-11 (OCS-0385), State Lease 1069, West Delta Block 30. 
Block 29, West Delta Area. Proposed Depth 12,200 feet. 
G-3 (OCS-0385), State Lease 1069, West Delta Block 30. 
Block 29, West Delta Area. Proposed Depth 10,600 feet. 
1 State Lease 1922, West Delta Block 83. Block 83, West 
Delta area. Proposed Depth 10,100 feet. 


Cities Service Producing Company 1 State Lease 2715, Main 
Pass Block 45, Wildcat. Block 45, Main Pass Area. Pro- 
posed Depth 10,000 feet. 


Continental Oil Company E-5 (OCS-0138), State Lease 970, 
West Delta Block 30. Block 45, West Delta Area. Pro- 
posed Depth 10,000 feet. 

20 State Lease 978, West Delta Block 53. Block 53, West 
Delta Area. Proposed Depth 10,300 feet. 

Hassie Hunt Trusts, et al 1 St-Harvey “C” Tr 4 South Pass 
Block 24. Block 24, South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 
9,800 feet. 

3 St-Harvey “C” Tr 1 South Pass Block 24. Block 24, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 9,030 feet. 
4 St-Harvey “C” Tr 1 South Pass Block 24. Block 24, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 9,800 feet. 
13 State Lease 2484, South Pass Block 24. Block 24, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 10,000 feet. 
D-19 State Lease 2484, South Pass Block 24. Block 24, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 9,800 feet. 


Phillips Petroleum Company 1 State Lease 2751, Main Pass 
Block 49, Wildcat. Block 49, Main Pass Area. Proposed 
Depth 10,100 feet. 

Rimrock-Tidelands 1 State Lease 2751, Main Pass Block 49, 
Wildcat. Block 49, Main Pass Area, Proposed Depth 
10,100 feet. 

Shell Oil Company 21 State Lease 1355, Main Pass Block 69. 
Block 69, Main Pass Area. Proposed Depth 7,600 feet. 

27 State Lease 1357, Main Pass Block 69. Block 69, Main 
Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,150 feet. 
5 State Lease 988, Main Pass Block 69. Block 1, South 
Pass Area. Proposed Depth not given. 
68 State Lease 998, South Pass Block 24. Block 11, South 
Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 
69 State Lease 998, South Pass Block 24. Block 11, South 
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Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 


70 State Lease ‘998, South Pass Block 24, Block 11, South 
Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 


71 State Lease 998, South Pass Block 24. Block 11, South 
Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 


B-36 State Lease 1388, South Pass Block 24. Block 11, 
South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 


46 (OCS-0350), State Lease 1008, South Pass Block 24. 
Block 24, South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 9,500 feet. 


B-24 (OCS-0349), State Lease 1007, South Pass Block 27. 
Block 23, South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 7,650 feet. 


28 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Block 28, South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 


32 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Block 28, South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 8,000 feet. 


33 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Block 28, South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 7,500 feet. 


34 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Block 28, South Pass Area. Proposed Depth 6,950 feet. 


35 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Block 28, South Pass Area, Proposed Depth 7,400 feet. 


St. Bernard Parish 
Cities Service Production Company 1 State Lease 3332, Breton 


Sound Block 3, Wildcat. Block 3, Breton Sound Area. 
Proposed Depth 8,500 feet. 


St. Mary Parish 
Shell Oil Company A-2 (OCS-0445), Eugene Island Block 175. 
Block 176, Eugene Island Area. Proposed Depth 12,500 
feet. 
A-3 (OCS-0443), Eugene Island Block 188. Block 188, 
Eugene Island Area. Proposed Depth 11,600 feet. 


Terrebonne Parish 
Kerr-McGee Oil Industries H-1 (OCS-0346), State Lease 750, 


Ship Shoal Block 28. Block 28, Ship Shoal Area. Proposed 
Depth 14,500 feet. 


Magnolia Petroleum Company H-1 (OCS-060), State Lease 
766, Ship Shoal Block 72. Block 72, Ship Shoal Area. 
Proposed Depth 12,000 feet. 


Sinclair Oil and Gas Company 1 (OCS-0440), Ship Shoal 


Block 154. Block 153, Ship Shoal Area. Proposed Depth 
10,000 feet. 


Vermilion Parish 


The California Company B-2 (OCS-0492), Vermilion Block 


164. Block 164, Vermilion Area. Proposed Depth 6,500 
feet. 


Shell Oil Company 1-S (OCS-0449), Vermilion Block 164. 
Block 179, Vermilion Area. Proposed Depth 600 feet. 


OFFSHORE COMPLETIONS 
LOUISIANA 
Cameron Parish 


Continental Oil Company A-6 (OCS-0163), State Lease 1208, 
East Cameron Block 71. New Gas Pay. Total Depth 10,- 
385 feet. Perfs 10,041-050 feet and 10,028-036 feet. 
PT 4,960,000 CFGPD on 12/64-inch choke. TP 6,725 
pounds, Grav. 48.7, GLR 133,000-1. Block 71, East Cam- 
eron Area. Contractor, Reading and Bates. 
1 (OCS-0413), East Cameron Block 115. Dry. Total 
Depth 7,400 feet. Block 115, East Cameron Area. Con- 
tractor, Reading and Bates. 


Magnolia Petroleum Company A-1 (OCS-089), State Lease 
1202, East Cameron Block 64. Dual Gas. Total Depth 
12,916 feet. Perfs 10,294-306 feet. PT 75.60 BOPD plus 
2,949,000 CFGPD on 11/64-inch choke. TP 5,005 pounds, 
Grav. 50.9, GLR 39,011-1. Perfs 9804-16 feet. PT 98.55 
BOPD plus 3,452,000 CFGPD on 13/64-inch choke. TP 
4,775 pounds, Grav. 49, GLR 35,026-1. Block 64, East 


Cameron Aréa. 


John W. Mecom 1 State Lease 1571, West Cameron Block 9. 
Dry. Total Depth 14,147 feet. Block 9, West Cameron 
Area. Company Tools. 

Shell Oil Company A-2 (OCS-0406), West Cameron Block 
192. Dry. Total Depth 10,251 feet. Block 82, East Cam- 
eron Area. Company Tools. 


Union Oil Company of California 1 (OCS-0259), West Came- 
OFFSHORE 











ron Block 67, Wildcat. Oil. Total Depth 13,078 feet. 
Perfs 11,345-355 feet. PT 107 BOPD plus 5,325,000 
CFGPD on 16/64-inch choke. TP 3,720 pounds, Grav. 
41, GOR 49,750-1. Block 67, West Cameron Area. Con- 
tractor, Offshore Company. 


Iberia Parish 


The Texas Company 7 (OCS-0316), Eugene Island Block 47. 
Dry. Total Depth 10,350 feet. Block 26, Eugene Island 


Jefferson Parish 


Continental Oil Company B-6 (OCS-0128), State Lease 948, 
Grand Isle Block 47. Dual Oil and Gas. Total Depth 
11,453 feet. Perfs 11,374-382 feet. PT 187 BOPD and 
147,000 CFGPD on 8/64-inch choke. TP 1,600 pounds, 
Grav. 33.2, GOR 785-1. Perfs 11,038-046, 11,056-062 and 
11,070-075 feet. PT 47 BOPD and 2,210,000 CFGPD on 
12/64-inch choke. TP 3,550 pounds, Grav. 47, GLR 47,- 
000-1. Block 40, Grand Isle Area. Contractor, Rowan 
Drilling Company. 

A-9 (OCS-0133), State Lease 953, Grand Isle Block 47. 
Dry. Total Depth 12,458 feet. Block 47, Grand Isle Area. 
Contractor, Loffland Brothers. 


La Fourche Parish 


The California Company 24, State Lease 1365, Bay Marchand 
Block 2. Oil. Total Depth 8,270 feet. Perfs 8071-8107 feet. 
PT 280 BOPD and 166,000 CFGPD on 10/64-inch choke. 
TP 1,150 pounds, Grav. 26.1, GOR 593-1. Block 1, Bay 
Marchand Area. Contractor, Rowan Drilling Company. 
T-3, State Lease 1365, Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil. Total 
Depth 8,286 feet. Perfs 8077-8126 feet. PT 270 BOPD 
and 157,000 CFGPD on 12/64-inch choke. TP 950 
pounds, Grav. 30.6, GOR 580-1. Block 1, Bay Marchand 
Area. Contractor, Noble Drilling Company. 


23 State Lease 1365, Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil, Total 
Depth 6,514 feet. Perfs 5890-5902 feet. PT 200 BOPD 
and 213,000 CFGPD on 12/64-inch choke. TP 875 
pounds, Grav. 27.6, GOR 1065-1. Block 2, Bay Marchand 
Area. Contractor, Rowan Drilling Company. 


S-5 (OCS-0369), State Lease 1366, Bay Marchand Block 
2. Gas. Total Depth 8,179 feet. Perfs 7368-84-feet. PT, 
TP, Grav., GLR not given. Block 2, Bay Marchand Area. 
Contractor, Loffland Brothers 


T-2 State Lease 1365, Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil. Total 
Depth 7,368 feet. Perfs 6981-7016 feet. PT 199 BOPD 
and 55,000 CFGPD on 12/64-inch choke. TP 300 pounds, 
Grav. 21, GOR 277-1. Block 2, Bay Marchand Area. 
Contractor, Noble Drilling Company. 

4 (OCS-0386), State Lease 1024, Bay Marchand Block 2. 
Dry. Total Depth 8,358 feet. Block 23, South Timbalier 
Area. 


Gulf Oil Corporation A-3 (OCS-0456), South Timbalier Block 
131. Dual Oil. Total Depth 8,558 feet. Perfs 8355-64 
feet. PT 284 BOPD and 143,000 CFGPD on 9/64-inch 
choke, TP 1,225 pounds, Grav. 38.8, GOR 505-1. Perfs 
7997-8001 feet. PT 167 BOPD and 111,000 CFGPD on 
9/64-inch choke. TP 1,200 pounds, Grav. 39, GOR 678-1. 
Block 130, South Timbalier Area. Contractor, Salt Dome 
Production Company. 


C-2 (OCS-0461), South Timbalier Block 135. Dry. Total 
Depth 12,500 feet. Block 135, South Timbalier Area. Con- 
tractor, Penrod Drilling Company. 


Phillips Petroleum Company 1 (OCS-0227), State Lease 1426, 
South Timbalier Area Block 28, Wildcat. Dry. Total 
Depth 13,920 feet. Block 28, South Timbalier Area. Con- 
tractor, Kerr-McGee Oil Industries. 


Plaquemines Parish 


The California Company 28 G. T. Armstrong 2 et al, South 
Pass Block 24. Oil. Total Depth 7,950 feet. Perfs 7838-60 
feet. PT 87 BOPD on 10/64-inch choke. TP 400 pounds, 
Grav. not given, GOR 161-1. Block 24, South Pass Area. 
CA-2 (OCS-0385), State Lease 1069, West Delta Block 
30. Oil. Total Depth 11,902 feet. Perfs 11,178-246 feet. 
PT 196 BOPD and 196,000 CFGPD on 8/64-inch choke. 
TP 1,750 pounds, Grav. not given, GOR 970-1. Block 29, 
West Delta Area. 

F-5 (OCS-0385), State Lease 1069, West Delta Block 30. 
Dual Oil. Total Depth 9,536 feet. Perfs 9048-68 feet. 
PT 192 BOPD on 9/64-inch choke. TP 456 pounds, Grav. 
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not given, GOR 1240-1. Perfs 8471-8502 feet. PT 220 
BOPD on 9/64-inch choke. TP 1,325 pounds, Grav. not 
given, GOR 795-1. Block 29, West Delta Area. Contractor, 
Loffland Brothers. 
1 State Lease 1922, West Delta Block 83. Oil. Total 
Depth 10,580 feet. Perfs 10,396-414 feet. PT 430 BOPD 
on 10/64-inch choke. TP 2,050 pounds, Grav 34.9, GOR 
793-1. Block 83, West Delta Area, Contractor Bateman 
Drilling. 

Continental Oil Company E-4 (OCS-0138), State Lease 970, 
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West Delta Block 30, Dual Gas-Oil. Total Depth 11,531 
feet. Perfs 7351-56 feet. PT 25 BOPD and 1,496,000 
CFGPD on 12/64-inch choke. TP 2,550 pounds, Grav. 
53.4 GLR 59,156-1. Perfs 6775-80 feet. PT 116 BOPD 
and 29,000 CFGPD on 10/64-inch choke. TP 400 pounds, 
Grav. 22.7, GOR 249-1. Block 45, West Delta Area. 
Contractor, Nicklos Drilling Company. 


Hassie Hunt Trusts, et al 12, State Lease 2484, South Pass 
Block 24. Dual Oil. Total Depth 9,010 feet. Perfs 8556- 
64 feet. PT 238 BOPD on 9/64-inch choke. TP 1,450 
pounds, Grav. not given, GOR 752-1. Perfs 8379-84 feet. 
PT 227 BOPD on 9/64-inch choke, TP 1,250 pounds, 
Grav. 33.1, GOR 478-1. Block 24, South Pass Area. Con- 
tractor, Penrod Drilling Company. 


Humble Oil and Refining Company J-7 (OCS-026), State 
Lease 819, West Delta Block 30. Oil. Total Depth 8,650 
feet. Perfs 6238-43 feet. PT 33 BOPD on %-inch choke. 
TP nil, Grav. 25, GOR nil. Block 30, West Delta Area. 
Company Tools. 

Magnolia Petroleum Company G-1 (OCS-060), State Lease 
766, Ship Shoal Block 72. Dry. Total Depth 12,306 feet. 
Block 72, Ship Shoal Area. Company Tools, 

Shell Oil Company 3 State Lease 2636, Lake Washington. 
Abandoned Location. Block 1, West Delta Area. 

5 State Lease 988, Main Pass Block 69. Dry. Total Depth 
8,401 feet. Block 1, South Pass Area. 


26 State Lease 1357, Main Pass Block 69. Oil. Total 
Depth 8,305 feet. Perfs 8011-26 feet. PT 202 BOPD on 
9/64-inch choke. TP 1,060 pounds, Grav. 27.8, GOR nil. 
Block 69, Main Pass Area. 


C-16, South Pass Block 24. Oil. Total Depth 8,685 feet. 
Perfs 8644-47 feet and 8649-59 feet. PT 166 BOPD and 
103,000 CFGPD on 8/64-inch choke. TP 875 pounds, 
Grav 31.4, GOR 613-1. Block 24, South Pass Area. 

B-23 (OCS-0349), State Lease 1007, South Pass Block 
27. Oil. Total Depth 7,005 feet. Perfs 6846-61 feet. PT 
116 BOPD and 8,100 CFGPD on 7/64-inch choke. TP 
550 pounds, Grav. 25, GOR 697-1. Block 23, South Pass 
Area. 

B-24 (OCS-0349), State Lease 1007, South Pass Block 27. 
Oil. Total Depth 7,654 feet. Perfs 7522-37 feet. PT 188 
BOPD on 16/64-inch choke, TP 250 pounds, Grav. 25.5, 
GOR 707-1. Block 23, South Pass Area. 

22 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Gas. Total Depth 12,491 feet. Perfs 9367-69 feet. PT 14 
BOPD and 1,583,000 CFGPD on 9/64-inch choke. TP 
3,300 pounds, Grav. 58, GOR not given. Block 28, South 
Pass Area. 

B-19 (OCS-0350), State Lease 1008, South Pass Block 27. 
Oil. Total Depth 6,650 feet. Perfs 6506-16 feet. PT 186 
BOPD and 82,000 CFGPD on 13/64-inch choke. TP 425 
pounds, Grav. 24.8, GOR 427-1. Block 24, South Pass 
Area. 





Company presidents Guy J. Coffey of Chicago Pneumatic Tool Com- 
pany and Ken W. Davis of Harrisburg Sales and Service, Inc. announce 
the formation of a new Texas corporation to be called CP-Harrisburg, 


dle world-wide 





Inc., with Davis as president. The new « y will h 
distribution of Chicago Pneumatic oil field products. 
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12 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Oil. Total Depth 8,000 feet. Perfs 7744-64 feet. PT 251 
BOPD and 100,000 CFGPD on 9/64-inch choke. TP 
1,025 pounds, Grav. 25.7, GOR 390-1. Block 28, South 
Pass Area. 
27 (OCS-0353), State Lease 1012, South Pass Block 27. 
Oil. Total Depth 7,528 feet. Perfs 7430-45 feet. PT 200 
BOPD on 9/64-inch choke. TP 625 pounds, Grav. 25.8, 
GOR 320-1. Block 28, South Pass Area. 
Texas Company 6, State Lease 1464, Lake Washington. 
Dry. Total Depth 3,724 feet. From USC&GS Station 
“Wash” go N 72 deg 55 min 40 sec E 9619.7’. 

St Bernard Parish 


Cities Service Production Company 1 State Lease 3332, Breton 
Sound Block 3, Wildcat. Dry. Total Depth 9,000 feet. 
Block 3, Breton Sound Area. Contractor, Penrod Drilling 
Company. 


The 


St. Mary Parish 
Magnolia Petroleum Company C-4 (OCS-053), State Lease 
695, Eugene Island Block 128. Abandoned Location. Block 
28, Eugene Island Area. 
Placid Oil Company 1 (OCS-0475), Eugene Island Block 128. 
Abandoned Location. Block 117, Eugene Island Area. 


Pure Oil Company 3 (OCS-0196), State Lease 832, Eugene 
Island 32. Oil, Total Depth 6,583 feet. Perfs 6418-34 feet. 
PT 98 BOPD on 8/64-inch choke. TP 960 pounds, Grav. 
39.2, GOR 475-1. Block 32, Eugene Island Area. Con- 
tractor, Kerr-McGee Oil Industries. 


Shell Oil Company A-1 (OCS-0445), Eugene Island Block 175. 
Dry. Total Depth 9,134 feet. Block 176, Eugene Island 
Area. 

A-1 (OCS-0443), Eugene Island Block 188. Temporarily 
Abandoned. Total Depth 12,653 feet. Block 188, Eugene 
Island Area. Contractor, Loffland Brothers. 

Terrebonne Parish 


Anderson-Prichard, et al A-1 (OCS-0490), Ship Shoal Block 
174, Wildcat. Dry, Total Depth 15,015 feet. Block 174, 
Ship Shoal Area. Contractor, Deepwater Exploration 
Company. 

Gulf Oil Corporation E-10 (OCS-0420), Ship Shoal Block 154. 

Dual Oil. Total Depth 5,373 feet. Perfs 4903-09 feet and 
4884-88 feet. PT 154 BOPD and 305,000 CFGPD on 
10/64-inch choke. TP 975 pounds, Grav. 28.2, GOR 
1982-1. Perfs 4730-45 feet. PT 145 BOPD and 278,000 
CFGPD on 9/64-inch choke. TP 1,350 pounds, Grav. 
26.8, GOR 1920-1. Block 154, Ship Shoal Area. Con- 
tractor, Dixilyn Drilling. 
E-17  (OCS-0420), Ship Shoal Block 154, Oil. Total 
Depth 7,403 feet. Perfs 5660-69 feet. PT 79 BOPD and 
217,000 CFGPD on 12/64-inch choke. TP 130-190 
pounds, Grav 24.5, GOR not given. Block 154, Ship Shoal 
Area. 

Humble Oil and Refining Company D-3 (OCS-028), State 
Lease 1036, South Timbalier Block 54. Oil. Total Depth 
13,000 feet. Perfs 20/11,004-09 feet. PT 263 BOPD and 
664,000 CFGPD on 8/64-inch choke. TP 3,400 pounds, 
Grav. 34.4, GOR 4205-1. Block 54, South Timbalier Area. 


Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc. G-1 (OCS-0346), State Lease 
750, Ship Shoal Block 28, Gas. Total Depth 14,350 feet. 
Perfs 14,196-230 feet. PT 732 BOPD and 9,000,000 
CFGPD on 22/64-inch choke. TP 3,900 pounds, Grav. 
49, GLR 12,296-1. Block 28, Ship Shoal Area. Company 
Tools. 

The Texas Company 2 State Lease 2985, Caillou Island. Tem- 
porarily Abandoned. Total Depth 11,210 feet. Block 16, 
South Timbalier Area. 


Union Oil California-LL&E 12 State Lease 2826, Caillou 

Island. Dual Oil. Total Depth 14,760 feet. Perfs 14,371- 
396 feet. PT 168 BOPD and 157,000 CFGPD on 7/64- 
‘inch choke. TP 1,950 pounds, Grav. 31.4, GOR 935-1. 
Perfs 11,813-823 feet. PT 161 BOPD and_ 102,000 
CFGPD on 7/64-inch choke. TP 1,575 pounds, Grav. 
34.4, GOR 634-1. From USC&GS Station “King 2-1934” 
go N 60 deg 58 min 42 sec E 15,362.10 feet. Contractor, 
Gracey-Hellums Drilling Company. 
13, State Lease 2826, Caillou Island. Oil. Total Depth 
12,200 feet. Perfs 11,864-879 feet. PT 168 BOPD and 
112,000 CFGPD on 7/64-inch choke. TP 1,950 pounds, 
Grav 32.3, GOR 667-1. From USC&GS Station “King 
2-1934” go N 81 deg 32 min 45 sec E 16,293.47 feet. 
Contractor, Carnes Weaver. 

Union Oil California—Monterey Oil Company 1 State Lease 
3195, Lake Pelto. Dry. Total Depth 12,900 feet. From 
USC&GS Station ‘“Pelto-1934” go N 42 deg 0 min E 
8,700 feet. 


JULY, 1958 





Offshore 


OIL INSURANCE 


Loss prevention included! 
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Seever, Smith & Thornton 


General Insurance and Surety Bonds 


Tulsa 3. Oklahoma 
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DANTZLER BOAT RENTAL CO. 


P. O. Box 377 


Pascagoula, Miss. 











‘Gomenmmindines, Suc. 


Specialists in designing com- 
munication systems for specific 
offshore and inland petroleum 
operations. ° 


A staff of highly trained 

technicians to handle your 

communications problems. 
3847 AIRLINE HIGHWAY 


New Orleans 20, La. 
VErnon 3-2748 * VErnon 3-6535 
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An acre for 68 wells . 


Drilling Isle Nears Completion 


and a half and $1.5 million to 
complete, Richfield’s Pacific island readies for its first wildcat 


Requiring a year 


ICHFIELD Oil Corporation 

will soon begin the first of 68 
wells to be drilled from its new man 
made island in the California tide- 
lands. 

Nearing completion after nearly a 
year and half in the building, the 
unique artificial island will provide 
an acre of working space from which 
Richfield can develop its 1175-acre 
State lease. 

Designed by John A. Blume & 
Associates of San Francisco, it was 
built by Guy F. Atkinson Company 
at a total cost of $1.5 million. 

Sides of the island slope down- 
ward to the water so that it takes 
in three acres at the water line. 


ee es 


oR TRE 


Picture taken during early stages of construction shows tetrapods 
rising out of the water as derrick barges unload more rock and tetra- 
pods for the 465-ft. seawall. Two derrick barges and a fleet of rock 
barges carried out this phase of construction. 


68 





Its strong side faces westward 
into a sea which may bring 20-ft. 
waves that buffet the structure with 
terrific force. To prevent run up 
of water, the seaward side was built 
41 feet above the water line. The 
other three sides protrude out of the 
water 24 ft. 

Lying 3000 ft. off the coast in 
46-ft. water near Punta Gorda, the 
island will be connected to the shore 
by a causeway. 

Honeycombing the rock, cement 
and earthen structure are pipes 
through which wells can be slant 
drilled to all parts of Richfield’s 
offshore lease. 

But had it not been for slowly 





Tetrapods weighing 31 tons were used for the western seawall, be- 
cause their prongs will interlock and prevent sliding action. Mere 
than 1000 of these eleven-ft.-high, four-legged structures were used. 





Palm trees will be used to beautify Richfield’s 
new drilling island lying 3000 ft. off the Cali- 
fornia coast in 46-ft. waters near Punta 
Gorda. An acre of working space is provided 
for drilling up to 68 wells. 


developing legislation which has held 
up drilling operations in the Cali- 
fornia tidelands, the island might 
never have come into being. 


At the time Richfield obtained 
the lease in 1954, a court decision 
required that offshore drilling struc- 
tures be built from natural materials 
—such as the sand and rock which 
Richfield chose for their island, 

Since then, legislation has over- 
thrown that ruling, paving the way 
for steel platforms similar to those 


used in the Gulf of Mexico. 


A $2.3 million stationery steel 
platform was recently completed and 
positioned on a 5500-acre Standard- 
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Humble lease off Summerland, Cali- 
fornia. 

Standard Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia, Western Operations, Inc. will 
use the platform for drilling up to 
25 wells in 100 feet of water. 

Richfield’s island will offer several 
advantages over steel structures. In 
the first place, it provides greater 
working space than steel platforms 
as exhibited by the 68-well-capacity 
feature; secondly, maintenance prob- 
lems can be held to a minimum, and 
it is definitely one offshore structure 
that will not be bothered by cor- 
rosion. 

Construction got underway in 
February, 1957, when the first load 
of rock was barged to the watery 
site marked by buoys and dumped 
into 46-ft. water. 

Huge rocks for the sea wall, 
weighing up to 25 tons, were quar- 
ried in Rincon canyon about five 
miles inland from the coast, barged 
to the site, and pushed overboard 
with bulldozers. 

The operation was carried out 
with two derrick barges and a fleet 
of rock barges. 

Rocks were mined by drilling holes 
about four feet in diameter into the 
face of a cliff and packing from five 
to fifteen tons of ammonium nitrate 
explosive at the ends. 

When the explosive is detonated, 
the cliff face comes thundering down. 
Just fourteen such holes provided 
ample rock for a year’s construction 
operations on the island. 

Designing the seaward side to 





Seawall faces westward into the Pacific Ocean which may bring 20-ft. waves. Beyond the 
mountains, rising up in the distance, Guy F. Atkinson Company quarried huge rocks for the fill. 


withstand the terrific wave forces 
and ground swells required special 
engineering. 

Guy F. Atkinson Company, con- 
tractor, decided to use tetrapods. 

These huge concrete blocks with 
an earthen center have four sym- 
metrical prongs about three feet 
thick radiating outward. Prongs in- 
terlock to prevent sliding. They offer 
great resistance to undertows that 
might dislodge plain rocks. 

More than 1000 of these eleven- 
ft.-high, 31l-ton blocks went into 





Nearly completed drilling island shows the prospective one-acre working area, center, with 
sides sloping away to the sea until it covers three acres at the water line. Made up of 400,000 
tons of rock and 126,000 tons of earthen fill, the island is designed as an inverted filter. 
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construction of the island’s seawall. 

Laying the stones and tetrapods 
was such a precision operation that 
skin divers using launch-mounted 
fathometers checked individual 
pieces as they were laid. 

Upon completion, the island will 
be an inverted filter in design with 
a center made up of finer grained 
sand encased by rock that increases 
in size toward the outside. Such a 
structure prevents the earthen fill 
from filtering out. 

The island is made up of 400,000 
tons of rock and 126,000 tons of 
earthen fill. The west side measures 
465 ft. long, and the axis are 290-ft. 
in length. 

Along the eastern end is a 100-ft. 
by 40-ft. dock built at an elevation 
of 16 ft. 

A 3000-ft. causeway built by 
Healy-Tibbits Co. connects with the 
shore, and over it supplies and drill- 
ing material will be transported to 
the island. 

Drilling will be conducted with a 
portable mast that can be removed 
when drilling operations are con- 
cluded, and drilling power will be 
provided with gasoline engines. Elec- 
tric motors are to be used for opera- 
ting production facilities. 

Richfield will beautify the island 
by planting shrubs and palm trees 
along the edges, and will conceal 
wellheads so they will not be visible 
from the shore. 
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28-JULY 
2 Petroleum Equi t Suppliers Associa- 
tion, twenty-third annual | ‘meeting. Cha- 
teau Forntenac, Quebec. 


AUGUST 
14 American Petroleum Institute, Oil In- 
formation Committee Steering Committee 


meeting. Waldorf-Astoria otel, New 
York City. 





19-22 American Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
general meeting, Sacramento, California. 


SEPTEMBER 


3-5 American Petroleum Institute Oil Informa- 
ee Committee meeting. Hotel Statler, 
ton. 


7-12 American Chemical Society, fall meeting, 
Chicago. 


10-12 National Petroleum Association, 56th an- 
nual meeting. Traymore Hotel, Atlantic 
City, N. J 


15-16 Independent Natural Gas Association of 
America, annual membership meeting. 
Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans. 


15-17 American Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
qeetiasees on petroleum, Baker Hotel, Dal- 
as 


21-24 American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers, petroleum division, mechanical 


Oil Man’s Calendar 


engineering conference, Comospolitan Ho- 
tel, Denver, Colorado. 

25-26 Mia- Continent Oil and Gas Association, 
Louisiana-Arkansas division, annual meet- 
ing, Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans. 

28-Oct. i. A E, power conference, Statler 

Hotel, Boston. 

29-Oct. 3 ” Society of Automotive Engineers, 
national aeronautic production forum, and 
aircraft engineering display. The Ambas- 
sador Hotel, Los Angeles. 

30-OCT. 

1 American Petroleum Institute Executive 
Committee of Board of Directors. Green- 
briar Hotel, White Sulphur Springs, West 
Virginia. 

OCTOBER 


1-3 American Association of Oilwell Drilling 
See 18th annual meeting. Adol- 
us and Baker Hotels, Dallas, =~ 
5-8 pa of Petroleum Engineers of AIME, 
fall meeting. Houston, Texas. 
5-8 National Association of Corrosion Engi- 
neers, northeast region, Somerset Hotel, 


ton. 

7-8 Texas Mid-Continent Oil and Gas _Asso- 
ciation, annual meeting, Statler-Hilton 
Hotel, Dallas 

12-18 OIL. PROCESS WEEK. 

13-15 American Gas Association, annual conven- 
tion, Atlantic City, N. dso 

13-16 Society of Exploration physicists, an- 
nual meeting, Hotel Gunter, San An- 
tonio, Texas. 
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13-17 American Society of Civil Engineers, an- 
nual convention, Hotel Statler, New York. 

16-17 Society of Petroleum Engineers of AIME, 
Southern California petroleum section fall 
meeting. Biltmore otel, Los Angeles. 

19-21 National Association of Oil Equipment 
obbers, annual convention & trade show. 
Hotel Adolphus, Dallas, Texas. 

20-24 National Association of Corrosion En si 
neers, south central region, Roosevelt 

tel, New Orleans. 

22-23 National Association of Corrosion Engi- 
neers, western region, corrosion control 
course, U. S. Grant Hotel, San Diego, 
California. 

22-24 Southwestern Federation of Geological 
Societies technical meeting, Mineral 


Wells, Texas. 
23-24 Western Petroleum Refiners Association, 
annual session on refining technol & 


industrial relations meeting. Rufus Gar- 
rett Hotel, El Dorado, Arkansas. 

26-31 American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers, general meeting, Pittsburgh. 
27-28 Independent Petroleum Association of 
America, annual meeting, Statler-Hilton 

Hotel, Dallas. 


NOVEMBER 


6-7 American Association of Petroleum Geolo- 
gists, Pacific section annual meeting, Los 
Angeles. 

10 Transportation Club of the Petroleum In- 
dustry, annual meeting, Bismarck Hotel, 
Chicago. 














L. K. HOMYER marine consultant 


DESIGNS 
SUPERVISION 





503 THIRTY-SECOND STREET, NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 


ORiole 3-7353 


Arthur D. Darden 


NAVAL ARCHITECT 
AND MARINE ENGINEER 


SURVEYS 
CONSULTATION 


JACKSON 2-0274 
505 CIVIC CENTER BUILDING 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LOUISIANA 














Eustis Engineering Company 


Consulting Foundation Engineers 
Borings — Test — Analyses 
for Offshore Structures 
3635 Airline Highway VE-5-8476 





H. NEWTON WHITTELSEY, Inc. 


NAVAL ARCHITECTS MARINE ENGINEERS 
17 BATTERY PLACE, NEW YORK 4, N. Y. 








Metairie, Louisiana 














ROBERT H. MACY 


Naval Architect and Marine Engineer 


Designs 


Estimates 
Reports 


Consultation 


Specializing in Work Boats and 
Floating Equipment for Offshore Drilling 


Phone SOuth 2-5667 
Pascagoula, Mississippi 





WHitehall 3-6280 Cable: WHITSHIP 
1200 St. Charles Ave. MA 5281 New Orleans, La. 
BEDELL & NELSON ENGINEERS 
Incorporated 


DESIGN — SUPERVISION — REPORTS 


Bridges, Docks, Buildings, Foundations, Marine Structures 
Power Plants, Roads and Railroads, Shops, Utilities 








SHIP DESIGNS 
MARINE STRUCTURES 


MORRIS 


GURALNICK | Sowstio1s 
NAVAL ARCHITECTS RESEARCH 
MARINE ENGINEERS SU RVEYS 


341 Market St. San Francisco 5, Calif. WRITE FOR E FOLDER 








P. O. Box 711 











peters Dickinson 
New Orleans: Whiltehall 9 92713 


THOMAS L. STANLEY, JR. 
Naval Architect — Marine Engineer 
SURVEYOR — CONSULTANT — APPRAISER 
Texas — Gulf Coast 





3722 Bayou Circle 
Dickinson, Texas 








Phone: WOodlawn 2-2225 


Cable: ‘Captain Van” 
(Day or Night) 


Mail: P. O. Box 333 
GROVES, TEXAS 





INDEPENDENT MARINE SURVEYOR 
CERTIFIED MARINE COMPASS ADJUSTER 
(Oil Barges to Ocean Liners) 


Capt. J. F. Vandegrift & Co. On Call — 24 Hours A Day 
Master Mariners—Oceans Louisiana & Texas 
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Italian platform, scheduled for completion in about four months, is about one-half the size 
of large Gulf of Mexico units and costs about $1 million, though an additional $125,000 will 
be expended in towing it to the Persian Gulf. Supports are three 120-ft.-tall electrically- 


powered legs. 


Miniature, tripod design . . . 


ltaly Buys Platform 


SAIPEM orders $1 million unit from LeTourneau, 


reportedly to explore Persian Gulf concession 


T= Italian government, getting 
ready to explore its Persian Gulf 
lease off the coast of Iran, has or- 
dered an offshore drilling platform 
from R. G. LeTourneau, Inc. of 
Longview, Texas. 

Cost of the three legged island is 
in excess of $1 million, but Italy will 
be out an additional $125,000 in 
towing the unit across the Atlantic. 

Purchaser of the new platform is 
SAIPEM, a subsidiary of the gov- 
ernment-owned oil company known 
as Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi (E. 
N. I.), headed by oil czar Enrico 
Mattei and said to be Italy’s most 
successful economic enterprise. 

With the completion date set for 
this fall, construction on the plat- 
form has begun at LeTourneau’s 
Vicksburg, Miss., marine ways. 

An outstanding economic feature 
of the Italian’s platform will be its 
size—about one-half the deck area 
of large self-contained platforms 
built for use in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Its triangular hull will measure 
120 ft. by 115 ft., with a depth of 
13 ft., whereas previous full-size self- 
contained LeTourneau-built units 
have been in the neighborhood of 
190 ft. by 152 ft., with a depth of 
20 ft. 
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Because of its limited size, the unit 
will operate with the assistance of a 
tender, or supply vessel, anchored 
continuously alongside. 

For their tender, the Italian oper- 
ators have settled on a converted 
LST, which will be outfitted in 
Genoa. 

The platforms’ three electrically- 
powered legs will be 120 ft, tall, 
terminating in round tank-like sup- 
ports 21 ft, in diameter and 20 ft. 
tall. Elevating mechanism will be 
capable of raising the hull, plus its 
load, above the water at a rate of 
one foot per minute. 

The platform contract is the sec- 
ond entered into by LeTourneau 
with a foreign group in a two 
months period. Recently, a Japanese 
firm ordered $1.5 worth of “com- 
ponent parts and technical guid- 
ance” for a platform to drill in the 
Sea of Japan. 

It is also the second rig built by 
LeTourneau for operations in the 
Persian Gulf. A miniature platform 
recently arrived in the Persian Gulf 
where it will carry on the search for 
offshore oil in conjunction with the 
Queen Mary, Arabian American 
Oil Company’s large drilling tender. 
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News... 
(Continued from Page 29) 


insured under the same rates as land 
operations. 

A brief filed with the Insurance 
Board by the American Association 
of Oilwell Drilling Contractors con- 
tested the change in rates, contend- 
ing that many inland rig locations 
are more similar to land operations 
than marine operations. 


Navigation School Reopened 

By Captain John Vandegrift 

A navigation school that has been 
closed since 1954 has been reopened 
by its original owner and instruc- 
tor, Captain John F. Vandegrift. 

Located in Groves, Texas, just 
outside the Port Arthur city limits, 
the reactivated Captain Van’s 
School of Navigation offers such 
special courses as offshore oil in- 
dustry limited master and offshore 
oil industry limited mate. Other 
marine courses taught are master, 
chief mate, second mate, third mate, 
and pilot. 


Trinity Bay Field Reservoir 
Granted 173-Barrel MER 


The Texas Railroad Commission 
has approved an MER of 173 bar- 
rels per well per day for the Frio 12 
reservoir in the Trinity Bay field of 
Chambers County. 

Becoming effective July 1, the rul- 
ing also called for a 660/1200 ft. 
spacing for reservoir wells and for 
80-acre proration units. Another 
commission ruling set an allocation 
formula based 25 percent on the 
well and 75 percent on acreage. 


Gulf of Paria 





Pipeline and 3 Oilers Finaled 
By TNA During Early 1958 


Trinidad Northern Areas Limited 
has completed three new producing 
oil wells in the Gulf of Paria during 
the early months of 1958. 


To further expand its activities, 
the firm recently laid an undersea 
pipeline between Point Fortin and 
its Soldado field. 

The three new wells were drilled 
from TNA’s second drilling plat- 
form in the Gulf of Paria. A new 
DeLong type mobile drilling barge 
has been towed from Germany and 


will soon begin operations on the 
TNA lease. 


TNA is jointly owned by BP 
Trading Limited, Shell Trinidad 
and Texaco Trinidad, Inc. 
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Turkey 


Operator in Turkey Suspends 
Wildcat Projected Offshore 


A wildcat which was drilled par- 
tially with the idea of testing an 
offshore structure on the coast of 
Turkey has been suspended after 
the operator ran into technical prob- 
lems. 

First drilling effort in the country 
by a foreign operator, the well was 
directionally drilled to a depth of 
8869 ft. by Turkish-American Oil 
Company at Iskenderun. 


United Nations 





U. N. Agency Rules on Status 
Of Marine Drilling Platforms 


In a recent ruling a United Na- 
tions committee said offshore plat- 
forms may have a safety zone es- 
tablished out to a distance of 545 
yards away, and vessels of all na- 
tions should observe this zone. 

The committee ruled that nations 
may build offshore drilling platforms 
on their continental shelf, if they do 
not interfere unreasonably with navi- 
gation and marine life in the sur- 
rounding area. 


Venezuela 





Mene Grande Lets Contract 

For 50 Offshore Platforms 

Expanding its drilling activities in 
Lake Maracaibo, Mene Grande Oil 
Company is adding fifty new plat- 
forms to its already extensive group 
of marine drilling structures, 

Construction of the platforms is 
being handled by Raymond-Brown 
and Root C. A., a subsidiary of 
Brown and Root, Inc, and Raymond 
International, Inc. The contractor 
plans to build one platform per 
week. 

Mene Grande, which acquired 
four new leases in the center of the 
lake in 1956, already has more than 
100 platforms on its offshore acre- 
age. 


Creole Hits Flush Producers 
In Lake Maracaibo Block 4 


Recent new successes by Creole 
Petroleum Corporation point to the 
possibility that flush production in 
Lake Maracaibo may be moving 
southward. 

In Block 5, south of Block 4 
where the Signal group has come 
up with several highly prolific oil- 





ers, Creole has brought in two 
highly rated new oilers. 


A well designated CLA-5 flowed 
3700 barrels of oil per day from the 
Eocene formation, and the CL-6 
was finaled for a daily flow of 5000 
barrels. 


Creole won the concession in the 
1956 bidding with a bonus of nearly 
$25 million. Its activities in the lake 
have remained secret “for competi- 
tive reasons.” 


Very good production has also 
been tapped just north of a national 
reserve block held by Superior Oil 
Company. 

A daily flow of 2200 barrels was 
tested at the UD-45 venture, and 
the UD-52 well was finaled for a 
production of 6000 barrels per day. 


Virginia 


All Out Court Fight Planned 
By 29 Accused Companies 


Twenty-nine oil companies ac- 
cused of conspiring to fix prices on 
gasoline and crude oil have vowed 
a court battle with no quarters 
given. 

A federal grand jury in Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, charged in a six-page 
indictment that the companies 
named conspired to fix prices during 
the Suez crisis in early 1957, Area 
named as affected covered virtually 
all states east of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 

Accused companies have been de- 
nying the charges. President L. F. 
McCollum of Continental Oil Com- 
pany said the charges were “pre- 
posterous” and “without founda- 
tion.” 

Henderson Supplee, Jr., president 
of The Atlantic Refining Company, 
said his company “has not conspired 
with any company in an attempt to 
fix prices of crude oil or petroleum 
products and denies that it has vio- 
lated the antitrust laws in any way.” 


Tidewater Oil Company Chief 
George F. Getty II declared the ac- 
cusations were “so false as to be ab- 
surd.” 


The companies will attempt to 
have the indictment quashed. They 
will attack the makeup of the spe- 
cial grand jury, which contained a 
number of government employes, 
and will request a bill of particulars 
pointing up the exact charges by 
the government. 

If the court decides against the 
companies, the maximum penalty 
permitted under the law is a $50,- 
000 fine against each. 
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Texaco Acquires Seaboard 


As Wholly Owned Subsidiary 


The Texas Company has recently 
traded $241,500,000 worth of its 
stock for the total assets of Seaboard 
Oil Company and its subsidiaries. 


A new wholly owned subsidiary of 
The Texas Company has been 
formed to control the new properties. 
This company, Texaco Seaboard, 
Inc., will be headed by J. Howard 
Rambin, Jr., senior vice president in 
charge of Texaco’s international 
producing interests. Other members 
of the new company’s management 
team include A. W. Baucum, vice 
president in charge of the domestic 
production for Texaco, and J. N. 
Troxell, general manager of domestic 
production. Both will be vice pres- 
idents in the new company. Ad- 
ditional management personnel have 
not been announced although the 
Seaboard agreement provided that 
all officers and employees of Sea- 
board would be offered employment 
either with Texaco or Texaco Sea- 
board. 


Transferred properties . . . In- 
volved in this transaction was Sea- 
board’s yearly domestic production 
of over 12 million barrels of crude 
oil and 37 billion cubic feet of gas, 
and Canadian production of over 
two and a quarter million barrels of 
crude. 

Seaboard held leases and permits 
on over three and a quarter million 
acres in the U. S. and Canada, and 
almost 100,000 acres in Venezuela. 

Total estimated oil and gas re- 
serves on this acreage is almost 196 
million barrels of oil and 913 billion 
cubic feet of gas. 

In addition Texaco Seaboard ac- 
quired undivided interests in 14 
natural gasoline plants. 

Seaboard also held one third in- 
terest in three million acres of Turk- 
ish concessions. 

Complimenting the company’s as- 
sets is a working organization which 
grossed almost 53 million dollars in 
1957 and netted over 11 million 
dollars after taxes. 


Merger terms. . . The transaction 
consisted of trading 3,660,159 shares 
of Texaco stock, share for share, for 
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Seaboard stock. Seaboard was then 
dissolved. 

Since Texaco already owned 33 
percent of the Seaboard stock this 
transaction only involved acquiring 
67 percent of the total Seaboard 
stock. About 4 percent of Texaco’s 
stock was involved in the transaction. 

Texas size . . . The Texas Com- 
pany’s net properties, plant, and 
equipment holdings prior to the 
merger totaled over a billion and a 
half dollars. About 72 percent of this 
total being in the U. S., 26 percent 
in other Western Hemisphere coun- 
tries, and 2 percent in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. 

In addition to this, Texaco owns 
30. percent of the Arabian American 
Oil Company and 50 percent of the 
Caltex group. 

In 1957 Texaco grossed about two 
and a half billion dollars and netted 
over 330 million dollars after taxes. 

These figures include dividends 
paid to Texaco by nonsubsidiary 
companies owned 50 percent or less 
by Texaco. 

Estimated crude oil and gas liquids 
reserves controlled by Texaco are 
over three and a third billion barrels. 

Interest in nonsubsidiary com- 
panies raises the company’s net 
crude-liquids reserves to about 15 
billion barrels. 


Cause of merger . . . Reason given 
for the merger on Texaco’s side was 
the need for more domestic produc- 
tion to fill refinery requirements. 

Seaboard officials stated that they 
had decided Seaboard had ex- 
panded almost to its limit without 
substantial additional capital. They 
feel the merger gives the stock hold- 
ers an interest in a company that 
can continue expanding on a large 
scale. 


Stock In Texas-Florida 
Gas Line To Be Offered 


A stock swap between Coastal 
Transmission Corporation stock 
holders and stock holders of the 
Houston Corporation seems to have 
paved the way for the starting of a 
1500 mile natural gas line from 


McAllen, Texas, to Miami, Florida. 

Houston Corporation, parent firm 
of Houston Texas Gas & Oil Cor- 
poration and Coastal Transmission 
Corporation which has certificates to 
build the line, is ready to file a 
registration statement covering is- 
suance of debentures and common 
stock to finance the $175-million job. 

Coastal stockholders agreed to ex- 
change all their stock for 542,234 
shares of Houston Corporation cap- 
ital stock. 

Stockholders of Delhi-Taylor Oil 
Corporation, which organized 
Coastal to build the section of line 
from McAllen to Baton Rouge, also 
have the right to acquire at a later 
date 515,123 shares of the total Hous- 
ton shares to be received in the ex- 
change. 

The stock exchange was approved 
recently, shortly after the Supreme 
Court denied a petition for certiorari 
filed by a group of fuel-oil distribu- 
tors in Florida. 


Dresser Votes $0.50 Dividend 
Predicts Better Third Quarter 


Dresser Industries, Inc., sales for 
the second quarter of the current 
fiscal year were $55,960,000 by com- 
parison with $64,200,000 for the same 
quarter a year ago. On a per share 
basis, earnings were $0.41 by com- 
parison with $1.09 a year ago. For 
the 6-months period ended April 30 
sales were $114,365,493 in 1958 as 
compared with $127,371,173 for 
1957. Net profits were $4,968,470 or 
$1.11 a share in 1958 compared with 
net profits of $9,421,554 or $2.10 a 
share earned in the first 6 months of 
1957. 

Dresser officials stated that the 
general improvement in the indus- 
tries served by Dresser’s fourteen op- 
erating companies indicates an early 
upturn in these principal markets 
resulting in a moderately higher level 
of sales and earnings in the second 
half of the current fiscal year than in 
the first half. 

From the fourth quarter of 1957, 
when Dresser sales reached an all- 
time record high of $75,847,000, the 
company’s volume has declined by 
nearly 27 percent. 

At its meeting May 22, 1958, the 
Board of Directors declared a quar- 
terly dividend of $0.50 per share 
payable June 16 to shareholders of 
record as of the close of business 


June 2, 1958. 
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Patent No. 1,856,312 





Early Mobile Drilling Island 


Submersible structure with circular concrete base 
can be refloated and moved to a new marine location 


WO inventors in 1932 asserted 

that their patent for a drilling 
island which could be refloated 
upon completion of a well would 
provide an inexpensive means of 
recovering oil offshore. 

Charles Bradshaw and Nelson 
Taylor of Los Angeles, pointed out 
that petroleum reserves had by then 
been discovered in marine areas 
some distance from land. 

Considerable expense was usually 
attached to such operations in the 
construction of piers and other 
methods of supporting several hun- 
dred tons of equipment. 

Their proposed design could in- 
clude several island structures, all 
connected by a series of walkways 
as shown in Fig. 1. 

A variety of purposes were set 
forth for the invention. One of these 
was to provide a structure that could 
be constructed on the mainland and 
floated to drill site where it would 
be submerged until it rested on the 
ocean floor. 

Another aspect was a tank formed 
by a water tight cylindrical shell 
beneath the drilling floor to serve as 
a storage facility for oil produced 
by the well. 

Perhaps the most practical side of 


the invention was that once a well 
had been drilled, the entire struc- 
ture could be refloated and towed 
to another location. 

In construction of the unit the 
partners advised that the best sup- 
port was a hollow concrete shell 
(Fig. 3, Item 1) with a bottom 
made up of a concrete slab thick 
enough to withstand collapsing 
forces that might exist as the shell 
is floated into position for sub- 
merging. 

An inner shell (2a) constructed 
in concentric fashion increased the 
strength and stability while provid- 
ing a support for the working floors. 
Reinforcing struts (30) further 
stiffened the body while supporting 
the working floors. 

Bracing of the two walls may be 
accomplished either by reinforcing 
girders, beams, and struts, or by 
diaphragm walls. 

Built into the shell at the mean 
tide level and below the shell’s up- 
per edge is a drilling floor (9) 
where equipment would be stored 
and drilling operations carried on. 

Actual drilling operations are 
conducted through a water tight 
tube (17) of steel or concrete. Built 
into the bottom of the structure, it 























System of drilling islands connected by elevated walkways is shown by a side view in Fig. 1 
and a top plan view in Fig. 2. Hollow, cylindrical concrete shells (1) submerged by filling 
with ballast serve as foundation for drilling apparatus and can later be refloated. 
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Sectional diagram of the 1932-drilling island 
reveals its construction from outer concrete 
wall (1) to permanent water tight drilling 
tube (17). 


extends up to the drilling floor. At 
its lower end it opens into the sea 
bottom and permits the operator to 
drill through it without perforating 
the structure or letting the sea water 
into the body of the island. 

Derrick, drawworks, rotary table, 
and engines may either be housed 
on the lower floor or the upper 
floor, according to requirements of 
the particular operation. Space for 
a pipe rack (16) is included also. 

The structure is submerged at 
drill site by filling the outer shell 
with sand or gravel until it sinks 
to rest on the ocean floor. This con- 
stitutes the mass of the island and 
stabilizes it as well. To refloat the 
island it is only necessary to remove 
the ballast. 

Once equipment has been set up 
on the drilling floor, operations are 
carried out through a protection 
casing set inside the permanent 
tube. Drill stem is rotated and low- 
ered inside this double casing as the 
hole is formed. 

A tube (17) connects the bottom 
of the system with a cellar chamber 
(19) beneath the drilling floor. Ac- 
cording to the designers, this cavity 
serves the same purposes as any 
cavity commonly found beneath the 
derrick floor, 
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FOR SALE! 


FOR RENT! 


FOR LEASE! 





WANTED! CLASSIFIED! 








NEW ALL-BRONZE LST 
VERT. BALLAST PUMPS 


Gardner-Denver vertical = suction-6” 
discharge-1500 GPM-56’ head. Powered by 30 
HP type DN Century motors-230 VDC-frame 
375-S. Controller Cutler-Hammer full magnetic, 
bulletin 6942-drip-proof, with push-button con- 
trol, overload & low voltage protection. Excel- 
lent for aux circulating, ballast, booster, etc. 
NEW, in original crates. 


The Boston Metals Co. 


313. E. Baltimore St. Baltimore 2, Md. 
Elgin 5-5050 LEXINGTON 9-1900 





FOR SALE 


BRAND NEW—HIGH PRESSURE 
DIESEL AIR STARTING TANKS— 
CODED 


16” Diameter—84” Long Overall 
Capacity 8.3 Cu. Ft.—WP 600 p.s.i. 


Price: $70.00 each 


J. A. DOUGHERTY 
P. 0. Box 90, BALA-CYNWYD, PA. 


MOTORS AND 
GENERATORS 
1500 HP D. C. MOTORS 


1500 HP—525 volts D.C.—600 R.P.M.—NEW— 
2-bearing continuous duty motors—manufac- 
tured by Westinghouse. In original crates, From 
Navy Destroyer Escort. SPECIFICATIONS: 
2-bearing 1500 HP—525 volts DC—2270 amps 
—600 RPM—ambient temperature 40 C—class 
B insulation—2-bearing pedestal sleeve type— 
shunt wound—efficiency 94.23%. ONLY 6 








AVAILABLE—BUY NOW AND SAVE. Suitable 
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FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 


“Outstanding Job 
Applicants” are em- 
ployed and seeking a 
change to better 
themselves. Most 
prefer a confidential 
service that protects 
their present posi- 
tion. 


ACCREDITED 
PERSONNEL SERVICES INC. 


P. O. Box 6006 323 Bouny St. 
New Orleans 14, La. Phone FOrest 6-9401 





NEW ALL-BRONZE LSM 
VERT. BALLAST PUMPS 


Vertical centrifugal pumps-1500 GPM @ 56’ 
head. 30 HP-1750 RPM-flanged inlet 8— 
flanged outlet 6”. Application: ballast or cir- 
culating, Powered by Westinghouse 30 HP 
440/3 /60 1750 RPM drip-proof marine type 
motor. Complete with controller. 


The Boston Metals Co. 


313 E. Baltimore St. Baltimore 2, Md. 
ELgin 5-5050 LEXINGTON 9-1900 








for steel mill drive—offshore oil rigs—rolling 
mill drive—dredge pump applications. 


1200 KW GENERATORS 


(2) Equal to new—manufactured by Allis- 
Chalmers. 1200 KW—525 volts D.C.—2290 
amps—750 RPM—cooling self-ventilated—to- 
tally enclosed—separate excitation—continuous 
duty—class B insulation—mfg type M.H.C.— 
frog leg armature. 


The Boston Metals Co. 


313 E. Baltimore St. Baltimore 2, Md. 
Elgin 5-5050 LEXINGTON 9-1900 














ATTENTION SUPERIOR AND 








POWER FOR 
OFFSHORE RIGS? 


Then Here’s The Answer! 


100 KW SUPERIOR 
DIESEL GEN. SETS 


NEW —IN ORIGINAL CRATES 


Heat exchanger cooled Superior 
GBD-8 4-cycle diesel engine, 
514.” bore—7” stroke—1200 RPM 
—1330.4 cu. inch displacement— 
brake HP 152. DELCO 3-wire 
100 KW generator—120/240 volts 
DC—417 amps—stab. shunt 
wound — self-excited — complete 

' with balance coil. Full 100 KW 
output at 240 volts. SPECIFICA- 
TIONS: Fuel consumption 0.620 
Ibs/KW hr.—weight 10,000 Ibs.— 
124” overall length—65 11/16” 
high—ht. necessary to pull piston 
6754”. Units complete with muf- 
fler, flexible pipe, thermometers, 
etc. F.O.B. Baltimore, Maryland 
or Spokane, Washington. 


The Boston Metals Co. 


313 E. Baltimore St. Baltimore 2, Md. 
Elgin 5-5050 LExington 9-1900 
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FOR SALE 


Offshore Lease Maps 
Texas and Louisiana 


$2 


Map of Possible Future 
Marine Oil Provinces 
Gulf and Caribbean 


$2 


Offshore Lease Maps 
Lake .Maracaibo, . Venezuela 


$2 


OFFSHORE 
Map Department 


P. O. Box 977 Conroe, Texas 


CLEVELAND ENGINE OWNERS 


We can save you several thousand dol- 
lars of expense when your PTD or G 510 
Superior blocks are leaking water at the 
bottom liner seals or when the top liner 
gasket seat is cracked. By having portable 
equipment, and by removing only pistons, 
cylinder heads and poeensy your down 
time is cut to a minimum. For further 
information call or write COASTAL 
CASTING MARINE SERVICE, 2903 
Gano, Houston, Texas, Phone CA 8-7885, 
Nites ME 5-0391. 





10 NEW HEAVY DUTY 
LSM WINCHES 

















FOR SALE 


BRAND NEW “ROSS HEAT 
EXCHANGERS” 


Sizes: 848 — 860 — 1066 
1272 and 1596 


Attractively priced—full details and 
prints available upon request. 


J. A. DOUGHERTY 
P. O. Box 90, BALA-CYNWYD, PA. 


50,000 Ib. line pull Jaeger stern anchor 
winches. Drum size 25” X 25’’—will spool 
up to 1900’ of 114” cable. Complete with 
torque converters and heavy duty Conti- 
nental Industrial gas engines model R-6602 
—6 cyl—153 HP—radiator cooled. Torque 
converters will fit 6-71 diesels for conver- 
sion purposes, Units complete with level- 
wind devices. Excellent for pipe laying 
barges; mooring storage barges; tenders; 
and all types of floating rigs. Overall, 
front-to-back, 13’ 914’’—overall width 9’. 
Buy now and get what you want. 


The Boston Metals Co. 


313 E. Baltimore Street 
Baltimore 2, Maryland 
LExington 9-1900 Elgin 5-5050 
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Ask the men who work on the rigs about 
the quality of Boatel food. They'll tell 
you they rank it right alongside home- 
and always have. 


Ask us about the price. Boatel service is 
now the most economical in the field. 
We've recently made some economies in 
our operations and we’re passing along 
these savings to our customers. We'll be 
glad to submit a competi- 
tive bid on any offshore 


( 
| 
I 
| 
| cooking... 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


job that requires really 






good catering service. 


Write, wire or phone us. 
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SERVICE 


GENERAL MARINE CORP. 


The same outfit that delivers top-quality 
Deck & Engine Service for drilling tenders 


P.O. Box 262 FOrest 6-1585 
Peters Road, Harvey, La. 
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The Slush Pit... 


Stella: “Does your boy friend like to go out and 
gamble for money?” 


Della: “Oh, no! He’d much rather take me home and 
play for fun.” 


Five-cents a glass whiskey is still available, a recent 
autopsy reveals. 


Groom: “So you didn’t know I wore elevator shoes.” 


Bride: “No, but [ve got a couple of surprises for you 
too.” 


After the visitor gazed for a long time at the triplets 
born to her neighbor she said, “Just think, three children 
at once and all the same age.” 

“And it happens only once in 6,201 times,” the proud 
mother added. 

“How in the world did you have time for your house 
work?” the bewildered visitor asked. 


There once lived a lad who could think of nothing 
but girls, girls and more girls. However, he outgrew it. 
Now all he thinks of is women! 

Then there’s the street cleaner who got fired for day- 
dreaming. He couldn’t keep his mind in the gutter. 


The man with laryngitis whispered over the phone, 
“Is the doctor in?” 
“No,” the secretary whispered back, “come on up.” 




































“ 1 CAN THINK OF SEVERAL MORE DICNIFIED 
WAYS OF GETTING ABOARD {% 


OFFSHORE 
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PLATFORMS 


Built to operate in 75 foot water — powered for 20,000 foot 
drilling —equipped with submersible float for complete mobility, Penrod’s “Jim 


Woodruff,” and its two companion platforms offer a new efficiency to any offshore 
drilling program. 


FOR MORE 


[(YjoLre 
[PER 


[D)OLLAR 


And on all Penrod rigs: 


CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVED EQUIPMENT AND METHODS 
THOROUGHLY EXPERIENCED ORGANIZATION 
INDIVIDUAL SUPERVISION OF EACH RIG 
2-WAY RADIO ON ALL EQUIPMENT 
MODERN HOUSING FOR OPERATING PERSONNEL 
HIGH PRESSURE PUMPS 
USE OF MAXIMUM DRILL COLLAR WEIGHT 


ON LAND 


ON 
INLAND WATERS 


OFFSHORE 


SSCHHSSSSSHSHSSESSEHESSHESSEHESEHEEEHEHEEEE eeeeee eeoeeeeeeeeesesese SOSH ESSHSESEEHEHSHEHESESESESES 


CALL, WIRE OR WRITE TODAY 


PENROD DRILLING COMPANY 


J. P. (Jack) Johnson, Drilling Superintendent 


TELEPHONE 3-1601 


COPS SEHSS SEES HHSHEHHHEHHHHEHHHHH HOH EHH HHHOLEOEES 


418 MARKET STREET SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 




















































SUBMAREX 


submarine exploration 
FIRST IN THE FIELD OF MARINE DRILLING 


One Contract covers all Marine and Drilling Services 





This vessel takes oriented cores by our jet and dart 
method from formations buried by as much as 200 
feet of overburden. It has been widely used in 
“mapping” the sea floor, and provides a rapid, 
economical way to evaluate unknown areas prior 
to drilling. It is 136 feet long; two 500 h.p. diesels 
drive it at ten knots. Equipped with survey radar, 
private twoway radio, R.D.F., fathometer, as well 
as full crew accomodations for extended cruising. 





This vessel is the same size and has the same power, and in 
addition to 30 KW and 60 KW diesel generators, has a 500 
KW generator for ample electric power. It is equipped for 
over-the-side drilling, using complete specially designed rotary 
and mud system, and has blow-out prevention equipment 
placed on the sea floor and remotely controlled from the deck. 
It also has survey radar, radio, fathometer, R.D.F. and TV. 
Two strings of pipe can be set and cemented, and all coring, 
logging, and sidewall sampling operations can be performed. 
Drilling range is up to 2,500 feet below sea floor. We have 
two of these vessels. 





This vessel is equipped with over-the- 
side rotary rig, like the foregoing, but 
has a drilling range of 3,500 feet be- 
low the sea floor. It is 173 feet long, 
and is powered by two 940 h.p. diesels, 
with 18 knot cruising speed. It is also 
serviced by a 56-foot twin-screw diesel 
supply boat, and a 44-foot diesel driv- 
en personnel launch. 





3500 foot range drilling vessel 


We operate, but do not own, two steel 
200-foot center-well drilling barges, as 
shown. These have a drilling range of 
7,500 feet and are equipped with sur- 
vey radar, two-way radio, fathometer, 
and TV, and carry complete housekeep- 
ing equipment for marine and drilling 
crews. They are each serviced by a 
100-foot diesel supply and tow-boat, 
used also to set and retrieve anchors; 
as well as a diesel powered personnel 
launch. 

Barges fully equipped for drilling to 
greater depths can be provided on 
order. 












SUBMAREX CORPORATION 


P. O. Box 1135 
Santa Barbara, California 
Telephone WOodland 3315 “Our most valuable assets are integrity and experience” 


7500 foot range drilling vessel 


